MAKING THE MOST OF A JOB FAIR
To get the most out of a job fair, it is very important not to get overwhelmed by the size of the event or the hustle and bustle of several people gathered in one room. It is a good idea to develop a strategy beforehand to stay focused and to leave a lasting impression with employers. The following are some suggestions about etiquette and what employers will expect of you.

Before the Event

· Prepare enough copies of your most recent résumé on quality paper.

· Try to obtain a list of the participating companies and research the ones you would like to visit. 

· Make a list of the companies you most want to contact, but be sure to visit no more than four an hour (don’t spread yourself too thin!).

During the Event

· Introduce yourself with a solid handshake. Maintain eye contact and pronounce your name distinctly.

· Hand the employer a copy of your résumé.

· Tell the employer your verbal five-minute résumé. 

· Attempt to engage the employer in a short conversation about the company. For example: “I noticed on your Web page that ​​​​_________.”

· Ask the representative for his/her business card.

· Thank the representative for his/her time.

After the Event

· Using the business cards you obtained, write thank you notes.

· Provide any other follow-up necessary.

The Bottom Line

The most important goal you will want to accomplish is to engage the representative. When you have done so successfully, you will stand out from the dozens of other students the employer will speak to that day.

