Accounting Research:  Methodology & Communication - Professor Somnath Das

SOME   GENERIC QUESTIONS TO ASK WHILE READING A RESEARCH   PAPER

1. What is (are) the specific research problem(s)/ question(s) – you may want to distinguish between the ‘primary’ research question and the ‘secondary’ research questions.  

2. Why was the particular research underlying this published paper conducted?  (Motivation)
3. In your opinion, is this important and interesting research question – explain why or why not.  

4. What, if any, is the underlying theory?  

5. Define what is a hypothesis?  How is it different from a ‘Research Question’? What, if any, are the hypotheses being tested in the paper? State them clearly.
6. On what basis have the proposed hypotheses been developed– are they developed based on (a) theory (b) prior research (c) anecdotal evidence (d) intuition and or a combination of one or more of the above.  

7. Define and identify what are the underlying ‘constructs’ of interest in this research question and how are they being measured.

8. Identify and specify which variables are used as dependent AND which as independent variables in this research.  

9. What do you understand by a control variable? Are there any control variables used in this particular research?
10. Does the research use observations representing the population or a sample. Explain the difference and why the authors use what they use. 
11. Would you say that the research has sufficient “external validity”? Explain, why or why not.  

12. What is the “null” hypothesis typically tested in a “Chi-Square Test of Association” between two or more variables. Is there such a test in the paper and if so state the null hypothesis being tested.
13. Questions on Research Design and Interpretation of Results - these usually are specific to the research in question such as interpreting certain tables that are presented.   

14. What is the primary finding (result) of this research. How useful is the result and what, if any, are its practical implications. 

15. THINK & Suggest, a possible research problem that can build upon the knowledge that this research has presented.  

