Hello everyone,

My name is Shadab Navid, but I go by Shaby. I am 20 years old and a senior here at UIC. I am in the College of Business Administration as a finance major and expect to graduate by December 2009. 

My life has had many interesting stories, and one of the main ones I like to share with everyone is why I have always been the youngest one among my classmates. The story flows perfectly with my life’s timeline. I was born and raised in Pakistan, a country located in the middle of Asia by India and China. It is a growing country and progressing as years pass by. I stayed there for the first 12 years of my life and moved to the United States in August 2000. I went to New York first and then moved to Urbana since my dad got a job transfer there. I started going to Urbana Middle School, but a conflict began when I was held back a grade. At the age of 12, in Pakistan I was in 8th grade, but when I moved to the U.S., I was held back in 7th grade because of my age. That was a big change for me, but I did not give up. With the help of my father and a lot of convincing, the school board agreed on testing my skills and observing my behavior by a psychiatrist to see if I can be promoted back to my original grade. The process took about six months, and at the end the school board came to the conclusion that I can be promoted back to 8th grade. It was the biggest news for me, and at the same time I realized that I have to work harder than ever to prove myself to everyone. I was the youngest student in high school, a 13-year-old 9th grader. At that time, I understood the value of something after losing it and getting it back. 

Years went by and I studied hard, and a time came when I had to move again because of my dad’s job transfer. Living in Urbana for four years awakened a dream of going to UIUC for me, but the dream was shattered when I moved to Chicago. I moved to a suburb called Round Lake, close to Gurnee. I graduated from Grayslake Community High School at the age of 16 and started at the College of Lake County right away. There I learned a lot and grew as an individual. Not only did I pay attention to my studies, but I also got involved in extracurricular activities. In my first semester there, I became the founder and president of a club called South Asian Student Association. I got all the South Asian students to interact with each other and do something for the community. I gained a lot from that experience, and the benefits included communication skills, confidence, leadership experience, and most of all a leadership scholarship, which paid for my first year of college. 

After completing two years at the College of Lake County, I transferred to Northeastern Illinois University to earn some credits in order to be able to get into UIC. My dream of UIUC was now being reflected by UIC, and that is why I chose this university. I transferred to UIC during fall of 2008, and so far the experience has been great. I am in the field of finance since math and numbers are something I am good at, and my parents think I will make a fortune in finance. 

My work experience consists of two internships, one during the summer of 2005 and other in 2006, both at Solo Cup Company. I did one internship in finance and the other in management. Last summer, I worked at TCF Bank as a teller to get more experience in finance. I look forward to doing an internship this year through UIC to be more aware of the downtown work environment. Even though my goals are ordinary, my dreams are way different most people’s. My eventual plan is to perform community service for the poor nationally and internationally once I settle down in life, since helping others is the most satisfying deed. 
I believe one should earn the gift of knowledge from every way possible, and I look forward to learning a lot from this class and grow as an individual. I also would like to acknowledge Dr. Wang’s teaching style, since it captures my attention way more than any other instructor I have had so far, and I believe I will learn a lot from him, which will stay with me forever. 

Thank you. Are there any questions I can answer for you?
