EXECUTIVES SENT TO PEN FOR FIXING PRICE OF HOG FEED ADDITIVE
Archer Daniels Trio Get Multiyear Sentences, Fines for Scheme 
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	Archer Daniels Midland Co. executive, Michael Andreas, center, leaves the federal courthouse after being sentenced in a price-fixing scheme.
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CHICAGO (AP) -- Three senior executives of food-processing giant Archer Daniels Midland Co. have been sentenced to multiyear prison terms in a price-fixing case prosecutors called one of the largest antitrust conspiracies ever brought to court. 

Michael Andreas, 51, whose father Dwayne Andreas built ADM into a global agribusiness, was sentenced Friday to two years in prison along with 60-year-old Terrance Wilson, the retired head of ADM's corn division. 

They also were fined $350,000 by U.S. District Judge Blanche Manning for conspiring with competitors in Japan and Korea to fix the $600 million world market in lysine, a feed additive that promotes growth in hogs and poultry. They were convicted in September. 

Mark Whitacre, 49, former head of ADM's bioproducts division, was sentenced to 30 months -- 20 of that to be served on top of a nine-year sentence he is currently serving for swindling ADM out of $9 million. 

Prison ‘better’ than working for ADM 
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	Mark E. Whitacre prefers life in prison rather than working for Archer Daniels.
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Whitacre, who wore a wire as an undercover FBI informant at ADM but later fell out with the government, heard his sentence from a federal prison camp in Edgefield, S.C. He waived his right to be in court. 

``Life in prison is actually better than life at ADM,'' the Ohio-born biochemist told the court. He bitterly denounced not only the company but the FBI, saying, ``I risked my life and my career'' to help them. 

As part of his sentence, Manning directed Whitacre to seek mental health treatment once he is released from prison. His attorney, Bill Walker, says that he has bipolar disease and is on medication. 

Andreas apologized to the court but stopped short of admitting any wrongdoing. Andreas' and Wilson's attorneys said they would appeal. 

``I love this country, your honor, and I thought I knew its rules,'' Andreas told Manning before he was sentenced. ``I did not want to commit a crime, and I did not think that I had committed a crime.'' 

Prosecutors said the sentences should serve as a deterrent to any would-be price fixers. 

``It's not the longest sentence ever imposed but it's a long sentence under the antitrust guidelines,'' said Justice Department lawyer James Griffin. 

ADM, based in Decatur, deep in central Illinois' corn and soybean country, has paid a $100 million fine and settled three antitrust lawsuits for an additional $90 million. Andreas and Wilson are to report to prison in September. 
