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Russell’s Problems of Philosophy, Chapter 2

“The Existence of Matter”

Use the following exercise as a warm-up for your first paper assignment.  Working with another person, answer the following questions, making note of the relevant parts of the text.

EXERCISE:

We might use the phrase “skepticism about the existence of the external world” in order to designate a type of view according to which one has doubts about whether the external world exists.  Descartes, as we have seen, gives us potential reasons for such skepticism: the desire to remove any doubt from what we take ourselves to believe.

-What is Russell’s view of skepticism about the existence of the external world?  In other words, what are his views on the existence of matter and physical space?

-What reasons does Russell give for his conclusion?  (There are at least two reasons he gives in this chapter.)

-How well does Russell’s conclusion fit with the Cartesian motivation mentioned above?  That is, do you think that Descartes would be content with Russell’s conclusion?  Why or why not?

