McKirnan, Psychology 242, Week 1 discussion group assignment.
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Science and society
[image: image2.jpg]


How much does science matter to you (in you “real” life, not this course…)?  How do scientific discoveries influence the way you live?  Are those influences always for the better?  This week we have some more articles about science and social policy.  
First, click on the image to read about whether science “matters”: what role does science plan in social policy, and what role should it play.  This paper basically argues that science should matter a lot, but some parts of society may not value it enough. 
· Do you buy that argument?  Why / why not?

· What do you think inhibits full social acceptance (and use) of scientific findings or a scientific attitude (as we have been discussing in class)? 
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Second, new “functional” MRIs allow scientists to actually watch the brain while it is working.  This has led to a sub-discipline titled “Neurolaw”, addressing the legal implications of brain research.  
The concept of legal responsibility is a moral construct, not a scientific one: any religious or ethical system assumes people are responsible for their own decisions and behavior.  However, what if neuropsychology shows that some people commit crimes due to a “brain problem” – a tumor, or some chemical imbalance.  

· Should criminals with a brain abnormality be held responsible for their behavior?   
· Could any crime be seen as due to a “brain problem”?  If so, would “Neurolaw” undermine our basic sense of personal responsibility?  

· Might Neurolaw be too great an intrusion of science into everyday morality, or is this an important advance?  
Click the image for the “Neurolaw” article, click here for a proposal that Presidential candidates undergo brain scans to see if their brains are healthy enough to be president.
· Do you think candidates for president – or any other job – should have a brain scan to see if they are neurologically / psychologically “healthy” enough?  

· Is this an area where science should be treading?  Wny / why not?
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Bonus article: what happens in the brains of men v. women think about Hillary Clinton?  Barack Obama?  Does this tell us something important about voting preferences?  Click to the right…
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