
Write the introduction to your paper
 For this week you will re-write and expand your Week 6 assignment  to make some concrete steps toward your paper assignment.  Be prepared to present your research ideas for feedback during discussion group.   For a model of  how the paper is structured see the Guide to Journal Articles.
We expect this to be one or two typed pages, but if you want to submit a longer version as a first draft of your paper please do so.  This should be a key part of your paper.  The more work you do on this now, the more feedback you can get in discussion group, and the better your paper will be!!
· Describe your phenomenon.  What issue or question will your research address? Frame this in terms of a relation between two concepts or variables.  You began this in Week 2, now be more specific and concrete; e.g., The effect of impulsivity on behaviors that create risk for Sexually Transmitted Infections (STIs).....  

· What theory will you use to understand your phenomenon?  Expand – or rewrite – your discussion from Week 2, using at least one reference to a real study, e.g., Jones' (1996) personality theory describes impulsivity as a learned disposition that develops as a consequence of certain social contexts or brain structures. I plan to apply this to understanding how impulsivity may affect behaviors that..... etc. 
· What specifically is your hypothesis?  Write a concrete prediction that flows from and tests the theory.  This requires that you cast the terms of your theory as specific variables.  Do not be vague or general here:  I hypothesize that if I induce impulsivity in people they will be less able to resist a high risk social situation than will participants who I have not made temporarily impulsive…  
· How will you operationally define the variables in your hypothesis? What specific things will you do to measure or manipulate your study variables? “I will induce impulsivity in participants by creating a social situation where they are rewarded for very fast and relatively careless decision making. The “non-impulsivity” condition will be similar, except slower, more careful decisions will be rewarded. The outcome variable will be participants’ responses to a subsequent, hypothetical social situation, where they are given the opportunity to engage in X or Y risky behaviors….   


· What will be your overall research design? Will you perform a True experiment, where you manipulate one or several variables, randomly assign participants to groups, etc?  What would this look like? Or, will you conduct a Quasi-experiment, where participants are not randomly assigned to groups or are from existing groups, are not blind, or in some other way there are not equivalent groups at baseline?  What would this look like? Why would you use one rather than the other? 
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