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Method (example on p. 308-310 APA)

I. Content (p. 17-20 APA)


1) Describes in detail how a study was done.


2) Enables reader to assess reliability and validity of your results (Did you really measure what you think you did?)


3) Allows reader to replicate the study. (Recipe for the experiment)

Usually a method section is divided into three subsections: Participants, Material, and Procedure.

If the design of the experiment is complex or the stimuli require detailed description, additional subsections or subheadings to divide each subsection may be warranted.  The more precise the subheading and the more organized the methods section the easier it will be for your readers to understand how the experiment worked and help the readers find specific information.

Subsections:  


Participants


Who? (institution, sex, age)



How many? (N)


How Selected? (incentives, where did they come from?, How were they recruited).

Stimuli or Materials


What were the subjects presented with?


Were stimuli created especially for this experiment? 

If so, with what constraints?

If stimuli are taken from other work, reference and note any alterations to original items?

Note why chosen.

Describe stimuli in each condition and/or give examples.


Apparatus

Note standard equipment generically (digital stopwatch, IBM-Personal Computer, 20 in. SVGA monitor, keyboard, pencil).


Specialized Equipment (software) requires reference.


Note:  the materials section and apparatus section are often combined to form one section called “Materials”)


Design

More complex designs (e.g. Mixed designs, designs with more tan one independent variable) are often best reported in their own section.


What were the independent and dependent variables?


How the independent variables were manipulated?


Did all subjects receive the same conditions (Within-subject design)?


Were subjects divided into groups that received different treatments (Between-subjects design)?


How many trails were given overall?


Procedure

Summarize each step including summary of instructions to participants, formation of groups, and each manipulation.


What did they do?


Note: The design and procedure sections may be combined to form a section called “Design and Procedure”

II. Style (Example on p. 308 APA).


As always typed, double spaced, 12 pt. Font, Left Justified.


Short Title in upper Right hand corner (in header). Followed by page number. This should on every page of a paper.


Double space after end of Introduction section of paper.  In other words, do not start a new page for the methods section after the intro.


Section Title: The word “Methods”, Upper-case first letter, Centered

Subsection Title: On Left of page (no indent). Upper-case first Letter. Italicized


Body: Double space below subsection title. Indent first line of each paragraph.

General Notes about APA Style:


Numbers (p. 122 APA)


 Numbers below ten that are not precise measurements or precede unit of measure are written in words, unless part of an expression with a number over ten.


Examples:



However, one response was invalid.



However, 1 out of 15 responses was invalid.


When a sentence begins with a number always write number out in words.


Example.



Forty-eight undergraduate psychology majors participated in this study for course credit.


References:


References are cited via author name(s) and year.  When two authors use a “and” in text and “&” in parenthesis.


 ….mentioned in Shepard and Metzler (1971).

          
…..mentioned in a previous study (Shepard & Metzler, 1971).


When referencing an article with more than two (2) authors write out complete citation (all Names) followed by year for the first reference.  Any subsequent reference to the same article can be the First authors name followed by et al.  


Example:

Morris, Bransford, and Franks (1977) first investigated this issue.


Later on in same paper


These finding replicate those of Morris et al. (1977).

