How to find journal articles on PsycINFO

1. Open the UIC homepage and click on “library,” just under the pictures at the top

2. Under quick links/shortcuts chose IBIS/Ovid and click go

3. Click the “start Ovid” button (on UIC computers you don’t have to enter your patron ID)

4. You will get a list of databases.  Choose PsycINFO

5. You now have the PsycINFO page.  You can type in a keyword to start, or if you know the specific journal or author, click on the journal or author button, then type in the journal or author name.

6. For example, type in “insight problem solving.”  PsycINFO gives you a list of terms that you can choose from.  You could select Children and Problem Solving, or Problem Solving and Creativity, or even search for “children problem solving” as a keyword (the search as keyword option is at the bottom of the page).  If you decide to choose some of the subject headings that are provided, make sure to combine them with AND.  By combining concepts with AND, you’re more likely to get the subject area you’re looking for.

7. After you choose your terms, click continue.  PsycINFO then provides you with a list of articles.

8. How to limit, or cut down, the list.  On the main search page, click the limit button.  You can then limit your articles to, for example, English language, human subjects, and journal articles.  In this way you’ll cut out, for example, articles in languages you can’t read, articles about animals, and citations that aren’t journal articles (like dissertation abstracts or book chapters).  You can also limit the years in which to search.

9. After you’ve gotten a list of around 50, begin to search through it.  For the assignment, you need to find an article that presents experimental data.  Read the abstracts of articles in order to find out if data is presented.  ONCE YOU’VE FOUND AN ARTICLE, YOU MUST APPROVE IT WITH TIM.  EVERYONE MUST HAVE A DIFFERENT ARTICLE.
10. Unfortunately, the library holdings button does not work for the UIC library.  If an article sounds interesting to you, open up the UIC homepage in another window and then select library.  On the library page, select UICCAT.  You can then check to see if the UIC library has a particular journal and where the journal is located.  Some journals are available online and you can print out the article (usually recent articles only).  Otherwise, you can copy the article from the journal at the library.

Finding articles on ERIC (educational database)
ERIC is a good resource if you are interested in psychological research that has educational applications.

1. Follow the beginning directions from above on getting to the UIC library page, opening the IBIS/Ovid page, and selecting a database.  Here, select ERIC.

2. Choose “open and clear history.”

3. You will see a search screen that is very similar to the search screen for PsycINFO.  You can type in a keyword, journal name, or author (make sure to click the journal or author button first before typing in the name of a journal or author).

4. As in PsycINFO, you’ll get a list of terms.  Select the terms you want, or search as keyword, as outlined in the PsycINFO directions.

5. As in PsycINFO, you can limit your search, although you have slightly different options in ERIC (including United States only).

6. Look through the abstracts of the articles to select an article that interests you.  Check for journal availability at the UIC library by following the instructions for UICCAT in the PsycINFO instructions.  REMEMBER, ONCE YOU’VE FOUND AN ARTICLE, YOU MUST APPROVE IT WITH BEN.  EVERYONE MUST HAVE A DIFFERENT ARTICLE.
