 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Serial Position

All answers should be clearly identified (i.e. which question you are responding to) and must be typed. If you choose to do this lab, please hand in a paper copy on the day of the first exam, along with your other chosen lab assignment. 

Section One 
Please answer all of the following questions 

1. 
Some theorists have suggested that the recency and primacy effects in this demonstration are due to the operation of separate kinds of memory - long term and short term. Based on your experience of this demonstration, which effect probably comes from long term memory and which effect comes from short term memory? 
2. 
Imagine that you have arrived at a party where you do not know anyone except the host. He introduces you to ten people in a row by giving you their names. Later you would like to talk to some of them and be able to address them by name. What is your best strategy for whom to talk to first, last, and not at all?  

3. 
What do you think would happen to the graph of the results of this demonstration if before you were allowed to recall the letters you were asked to do a few seconds of mental arithmetic? 

4. 
Look at the group plot of the mean percentage of correctly recalled items as a function of serial position (provided as separate graph). Do the results confirm the serial position effect? Explain your answer.  

Section Two  

Please choose two of the three questions to answer. 

1. 
Suggest some ways to improve recall for items in the middle of the list. 
2. 
The serial position effect can be obtained over durations as long as a number of years. How does this fact complicate the idea that the recency and primacy effects are due to the operation of two separate forms of memory? 

3. 
Rehearsal, which can explain the primacy effect, can be repeating items over and over again out loud or “in your head”. Can you think of any other ways of performing rehearsal that might be effective? 

