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University of Illinois at Chicago

Spanish 435, Spring 2003

FLES: Methods in Early Language Teaching

Professor Kim Potowski

Wednesdays 4:30-7:30 pm, 204 Douglas Hall

Goals

In this course, designed for elementary school teachers of foreign languages, we will explore the practical application of language acquisition theories to the classroom.  Teachers will develop the following:

KNOWLEDGE:   Teachers will…

… acquire a basic understanding of second language acquisition. 

… learn to make purposeful decisions in the classroom that reflect an 

understanding of communicative language teaching, content-based 

instruction, and the incorporation of hands-on cultural activities.

… become familiar with national foreign language standards.

… understand how to create thematically-oriented curricula.

SKILLS:  Teachers will…

… demonstrate effective techniques for teaching foreign languages in 

context.

… develop and execute communicative lesson plans and curricula.

… create a portfolio of teaching lessons and materials.

… incorporate useful instructional media and technology.

Textbook:  Languages and children: Making the match.  Curtain, H. & Pesola, C.  New York: Longman.  

Available at the UIC bookstore, Chicago Circle Center (“CCC”), South Halstead. 

Bookstore hours (from 1/022/03 until 1/25/03): Wed. until 7:00 pm, Thurs. until 6:00 pm, Fri. until 5:00 pm, Sat. 10:00 am-12:00 pm.  Closed Sunday.  

After 1/25: 7:30-5:00 or 6:00, M-F only.

Note:  There are readings assigned for the second class session, so the book must be purchased as soon as possible.

Other requirements

1)  All teachers are required to have access to email and to the internet.  

2)  Teachers must subscribe to FL TEACH, the free listserv, at www.cortland.edu/flteach. Be careful to subscribe to the DIGEST so that messages will be bundled.   Otherwise you will receive a zillion messages a day!  You will write a short paper summarizing two (2) discussions that you found interesting.   


To subscribe and set your subscription to the digest:

A. Send a message to LISTSERV@listserv.buffalo.edu and in the message put only the following:  SUBSCRIBE FLTEACH Smith, Jane  
B. Wait until you receive email confirmation that you have been added to the listserv.
C. Send another message to LISTSERV@listserv.buffalo.edu and in the message put only the following: SET FLTEACH DIGEST
Course grades:

HW assignments



30%





Professional portfolio


30%

In-class presentation


25%


Presentation = 15%


Feedback to classmates = 10%
Attendance & participation

15%

1) Homework assignments

Homework assignments must be completed in the following manner:

· Written by computer, 12 point font, 1” margins all around, no title page.

· Thorough answer to all questions, providing detailed examples where appropriate.  A “B” assignment answers the questions sufficiently, but an “A” assignment demonstrates a significant investment of time and creative thought.  Some questions, however, can be answered in just a paragraph or two.

· Handed in on time, at the beginning of the class when it is due.  The instructor will accept one (1) late homework from each student during the semester.  After that, no late work will be accepted.

· You must always be prepared to present your homework to the rest of the class, whether they are answers to questions or activities that you have developed.  Your presentation will be considered in the grade assigned.

· Some of your homework activities can be incorporated into your portfolio.

Quizzes will be short reviews of the material that has been covered.  They will often (but not always) be completed in small groups.

2) Professional portfolio

For the final project, teachers will create a professional portfolio of classroom language activities.  This will include detailed one-day lessons, week-long plans, and a general, year-long curriculum.  You will be given more details about this soon.

3) In-Class presentation

During the semester, each teacher will give one (1) 10-minute presentation of an original classroom language activity that they have already tried with their students.  The goals, materials, and other details must be specified on a handout, which you must provide for everyone in the class.  This activity MUST NOT be a simple photocopy from some other textbook.  Teachers must also report on the students’ reaction to the activity and comment on anything they would change about it.  More details will be provided soon.

You will also provide feedback about your classmates’ presentations, on which you will be graded on scale of 1-3.

4) Attendance and participation.

Your attendance grade reflects your attendance in class.  Everyone is expected on time at 4:30.  You can miss one (1) class session without your grade being affected.  After that, your participation grade drops.  You cannot earn an “A” in the course if you miss three (3) classes or more.  Arriving late will also affect your attendance grade.

Participation refers to the amount that you contribute to class discussions.  Frequent, thoughtful comments on the material are expected.  Of course, your participation grade will be maximized when you arrive to class having read the week’s assignment.  


Please remember that this is a graduate course.  In addition to the three classroom hours, you should expect to dedicate three to four additional hours to reading and preparing homework and other materials.  It might be best to reserve this time during the weekend.


I look forward to working with and learning from you, teachers!  Please come talk to me if you have any questions, comments, or difficulties.  

TENTATIVE syllabus – Subject to change.

	Jan. 22

Introduction & overview.

Homework for next class: Read Ch. 1.  Do Q#2.  Instead of a “memo,” write a two-page letter.
	Jan. 29

Theoretical arguments: Why is it so important to teach foreign languages in the elementary schools?

Homework: Read Ch. 4, do Q#1, #2, #4.

	Feb. 5

Overview of second language acquisition (SLA) theory, Day 1.

Homework: Reading packet to be given out in class.  


	Feb. 12

Overview of SLA theory, Day 2.

ACTFL standards.

HW: Read Ch. 6.  Class divides into 3 groups: one does Q#2, one does Q#7, one does Q#8.  

	Feb. 19

How to create truly communicative classrooms.

Homework: Read Ch. 7. Do Q#2 & #5.  

Note: To complete this assignment, you will need information on the “regular” curriculum that your students study.
	Feb. 26

The importance of integrating content from other subject areas.

TWO TEACHER PRESENTATIONS:

_______________    ________________

Homework: Read Ch. 8.  Do Q#1, #2, #5.

	March 5

How to integrate true cultural experiences, not just cultural explanations.

TWO TEACHER PRESENTATIONS:

_______________    ________________

Homework: Read Ch. 9.  Do Q#2.
	March 12

How to plan curriculum.

TWO TEACHER PRESENTATIONS:

_______________    ________________

Homework: Read Ch. 10.  Do Q#2 &#3.

Write about 2 threads on FL Teach.

	March 19

UIC Spring Break – NO CLASS.
	March 26

How to create appropriate assessments.

TWO TEACHER PRESENTATIONS:

_______________    ________________

Homework: Reach introduction to Webquests.



	April 2

Technology in the FLES classroom, Day 1.

TWO TEACHER PRESENTATIONS:

_______________    ________________

After presentations, class will move to a computer lab.

Homework: Finish developing a group Webquest activity.
	April 9

Technology in the FLES classroom, Day 2.

Class will meet in a computer lab.

Homework: Read Ch. 13.  Do Q#2, #3 & #5.


	April 16

CPS Spring Break – NO CLASS.
	April 23

How to choose & evaluate materials for a FLES classroom.

TWO TEACHER PRESENTATIONS:

_______________    ________________

Homework:  Read Ch. 14.  Do Q#2, #3 & #4.

	Saturday April 26th (to replace Wed. 4/30)

10:00 am-1:00pm
Games, songs, and other activities.

TWO TEACHER PRESENTATIONS:

_______________    ________________

Homework: Bring in examples of authentic children’s literature in the L2.
	May 7

How to select & incorporate good children’s literature.

THREE TEACHER PRESENTATIONS:

_______________    ________________

_______________    

Hand in Portfolio.

	May 14

Portfolios returned & discussed.  

THREE TEACHER PRESENTATIONS:

_______________    ________________

_______________    

Course wrap-up activities.


