French/Spanish 448, Fall 2004

Observation Sheet: UIC Basic Language Instruction

Structured Input & Output Activities
Student name: ____________________

Name of instructor observed:
____________________
Date of observation: ___________

You are being asked to focus on structured input and structured output activities only.  You do not have to comment in detail on activities that focus on general communication (i.e., that were not centered on a specific form), classroom management, or any other aspects of the classroom that are not within the questions below.

1)  Overview

Describe in general the lesson you observed.  You should use this format while watching the class so that you can complete this question.  Note that you do not have to report minute-by-minute, just general activities.

Example:

9:00 Instructor arrives and greets the class.  Hands back homework, some humorous exchanges with students.

9:05 Students are directed to open their books to p. 43.  Instructor points to the pictures and reads the captions aloud.

9:15 Students get in pairs and answer 10 questions from p. 44.  Instructor tells students when they have 3 minutes left.

9:20 Instructor calls attention and asks for responses.

Etc.
2)  Structured input activities

A. Give a general description of the structured input activities you observed.  

What was the form/structure being targeted?  (ex. “je” with the passé compose)

How many structured input activities were done before moving to structured output?  

Etc.

B. Comment on whether the structured input activities adhered to the following principles.  Rate each principle on a 1 to 5 scale.  “1” means that it wasn’t followed, and “5” means that it was followed perfectly.  The numbers in between indicate that you have some questions about how well it was followed.  Explain your rating in all cases.

Present one thing at a time.  Was there just one form being targeted?

Keep meaning in focus.  Did the learners have to comprehend the input in order to respond to it?

Start with sentences, then move to connected discourse.

Use both oral and written input.

Have the learner do something with the input.  In what way(s) did the learners respond to the input without producing the target structure?  Was it evident that learners were focusing on the relevant form/structure?

2)  Structured output activities

A. Give a general description of the structured output activities you observed.  

Was there enough input before moving to output?  

How many structured output activities were there?  

How were the learners instructed to produce output? (creating a list, writing a paragraph, 

etc.)

Etc.

B. Comment on whether the structured output activities adhered to the following principles.  

Rate each principle on a 1 to 5 scale.  “1” means that it wasn’t followed, and “5” means 

that it was followed perfectly.  The numbers in between indicate that you have some questions about how well it was followed.  Explain your rating in all cases.

Involve the exchange of previously unknown information
Require learners to access the target form/structure in order to express meaning
Present one thing at a time
Keep meaning in focus

Start with sentences, then move to connected discourse

Use both oral and written output
Others must respond to the content of the output, showing that s/he paid attention to the meaning of the output (comparing, taking notes, making a list, filling out a chart, signing something, indicating agreement or disagreement, answering a question).

The learner must have some knowledge of the form/structure; output activities only come after input activities.

4.  Transitions between activities


How did the instructor make transitions between activities, for example between general communication and structured input activities, or between structured input and structured output activities? 

5.  Use of the L2


Indicate what percentage of the instructor’s talk was in the L2.  Also, what percent of the student talk that you could hear around you was in the L2?

