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Calendar

April 19, 5:30 pm — Dinner
Seminar

April 28, 12:30 pm — SAC
Meeting, 303 CSN

May 5, 4:00 pm —
Graduation Seminar and
Banquet, Costa’s

May 6, 2:00 p.m. COM
Graduation

May 20, Noon, 106 CMW
Grand Rounds

July 30-Aug. 1 - MD/PhD
Student Conference,
Keystone, Colorado

August 30, 9-5 —
Research Day

University of lllinois at Chicago/ (312)996-7473

Congr at ul ati ons
Gr aduat es

2005

Kharma Foudha

B.S., Bioengineering, Harvard University, 1996
Department of Bioengineering
Thesis Advisor: Debra Hurwitz, Ph.D.

Ph.D. Thesis: “Hip Joint Loading in Subjects with Total
Hip Replacements”

Post-Graduate Position: Clinical Lab Director, The
Rush Human Motion Laboratory, Rush University,

Chicago.

Andrea Birnbaum

B.S., Honors Biology, University of lllinois at Urbana
Champaign, 1996

Department of Biological Sciences
Thesis Advisor: Paul Malchow, Ph.D.

Ph.D. Thesis: “Isolation, Localization, and Characterization of
GABA Transporters from the Retina of the Skate”

Residency: Ophthalmology, University of lllinois-Chicago

B.S., Environmental Engineering, Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, 1997

Department of Biological Sciences

Thesis Advisor: Lester Lau, Ph.D.

Ph.D. Thesis: “CCN3-induced Activities in Cutaneous Wound
Healing, Angiogenesis, and Proliferative Restenosis”

Residency: Pediatrics, Boston Combined Residency

Program
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Awards, Honors and Publications

Donny Hoang Wins Grass Fellowship

The Grass Foundation has chosen Quan (Donny) Hoang to be a
Grass Fellow at the Marine Biological Laboratory from May 22 to
August 27, 2005. Donny will take a break between his M3 and M4
clerkship rotations to accept this prestigious research position.

Michelle Muza-Moons Wins 1% Place in Student

Medical Research Forum

The 2005 Student COM Student Research Forum presented
Michelle Muza with the 1% Place award in the MD/PhD and PhD
Category for her research project entitled Enteropathogenic E. Coli
Inducted Activation of Myosin Light Chain Kinase Is EspF
Independent and Influences Tight Junction Function and
Morphology. This project is also the basis of her PhD thesis which
she will defend on May 31, 2005, under the direction of Gail Hecht,
MD, Head of the Section of Digestive Diseases and Nutrition of the
Dept. of Medicine. Her first place prize carries with it sponsorship
by the COM to compete in the Midwest Student Biomedical
Research Forum and the National Student Research Forum.

Masa Nanamori Wins AHA Award

Right after publication of the previous issue of Medical Scientist last
autumn came this laudatory message about Masa Nanamori from
his advisor, Richard D. Ye, MD/PhD, Professor in the Dept. of
Pharmacology: “Just want to share with you that Masa Nanamori
has received a Pre-doctoral Fellowship Award from the American
Heart Association for his proposal entitled Characterizing formyl
peptide receptor-mediated superoxide generation in neutrophils
and a novel reconstitution system. Each year, AHA gives this
award to the very best student applicants who conduct research in
academic laboratories. To evaluate an application, the reviewers
consider student achievements (including undergraduate grades,
GRE score, and scores in the graduate program), student research
capability and potential, the quality of the proposal, and relevance
to heart disease and stroke. | am happy for Masa to receive this
award. It will start on January 1, 2005 for two years.”

David Ramsey Wins Two Awards

In December, 2004, David Ramsey was awarded a Research to
Prevent Blindness Student Eye Research Fellowship for the 2004-
05 academic year. David used it for his He also received the UIC
spring semester Health Professional Student Council Travel Award
of $300, which he used to finance his one-week medical mission to
the Philippines in February (see story on page 4).

Evan Small Wins Scholarship Award

Incoming student Evan Small has distinguished himself before
arriving by winning one of two $1000 scholarships awards from the
University of Central Florida College of Biomedical Sciences from
which he’ll receive his B.S. in May 2005.

O O

Medical Scientist

Graduation Seminar
and Banquet

Costa’s Restaurant
Private Room
1645 W. Jackson
Blvd.

Thursday, May 5, 2005
4:00 p.m. — Seminar
5:00 p.m. — Reception
6:00 p.m. - Dinner

Guest speaker:

Dr. Ronald Hoffman
Faculty and guests
welcome
Reservations
required
RSVP to
roberta@uic.edu
by May 1
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Wedding Bells and Baby Booties  Donny Gossto Egypt

Congratulations to:

Sapan Desai on his marriage
on April 2 to Niketa Shirke. The
wedding was held at the
Huntington Townhouse in Long
Island, New York.

For 2 weeks over Thanksgiving
break, | went to Egypt with my roommate to
visit my 5th continent in the past 2 years...
as well as to visit the Seven Wonders of

Nlketa and Sapan Kharma and Matt

Kharma Foucher on her forthcoming
marrage June 4 to Boston musician Matt : > ;
Pakulski. The wedding will be held at St. Ancient Egypt, including the Great

Thomas the Apostle Church in Hyde Park, Pyramids of Giza and the Sphynx at Cairo,
Chicago. Temple of Ramses Il at Abu Simbel (shown

above), Karnak Temple, Tomb of Queen

Brenton Mar on his engagement to
Silvia Buonamici. A June 2006 wedding is
planned following Brenton’s Graduation

Andrea Birnbaum and husband
Albert Tsai on the birth of their second son,
Adam Benjamin, on Sunday, April 3, 2005,
and to big brother Andrew. Adam is 19.5
inches lona and tins the scale at 7 Ihs. 3 07.

Hatshepsut and Valley of the Kings near
Luxor, as well as climbing Mt. Sinai near
the Red Sea (including a visit to a putative
descendent of the burning bush... which
was in a non-talkative mood). | topped off
my trip with a felucca ride down the Nile,
and scuba diving in the Red Sea, despite
not knowing how to swim.

--Donny Hoang

SAC Announces Plans for Summer and Autumn Activities

Your Student Activities Committee has been busy planning a variety of enjoyable activities.

T-Shirts — Brenton Mar has come up with a new MD/PhD Program t-shirt design. Shirts will be made for all the students in
the Program. Ananda Fine is taking care of ordering them. She needs to know everyone’s size preference. If you haven't
already given it to her, please do so ASAP, as we want them to be ready to wear for the summer barbecue.

Summer Barbecue —Barry Sheila and Jake Jackups are organizing our annual summer party, at which we welcome the
new students. The event will be a barbecue or similar type activity sometime in June. Invitations will be sent shortly.

Autumn Soiree — For over a year, Irene Klein and the rest of SAC, have been diligently planning the 2005 Soiree which will
be held on Friday evening, November 11 at the Italian American Sports Hall of Fame on Taylor Street. They had originally
tried to schedule it for November of 2004, but were disappointed when the Center suddenly canceled all bookings for many
months while they underwent some renovations of the party space. But now it is gleaming and ready for our enjoyment. The
advantage of this lovely new venue is that it is both elegant, with superb catering by Rosebud, and close to campus. By
holding the event on a Friday night, it is anticipated that it will be convenient for students and faculty to attend and celebrate
the end of the work week. Lots more information to follow but save the date now for our annual fancy, fun-filled fete.

Q- O




Page 4 of 6 Medical Scientist

SUCCESSFUL SERVICE DAY NOVEMBER 8

I. to r. Jon Waxman, Benjamin Avner, Mark Pilkinton and wife Erika, Sheila Barry, Roy Smetana, Ananda Fine, David
Ramsey and Brenton Mar

The MD/PhD Service Day on Friday, November 8, 2004, was an amazing night of service. We had around 50 people for
dinner at the shelter and, on the bread truck, Brenton, Jonathan and | gave out over 170 hot dogs to men, women and
even children on the street. It is a tough world out there and hopefully we will all continue to do just a little bit more to
make the world a better place. | hope that we might do another public service event in the spring.

Sheila, Brenton, Mark (& wife Erika), Roy, Ananda, Jonathan, and Ben and | had a wonderful time. We served from 5 pm

to 9:30 p.m. and then stayed out at Bar Louie down on Taylor Street until after 1 a.m. This is the sort of thing that we
should do more often! —David Ramsey

David Ramsey Goes on Medical Mission in Phillipines

In February 2005, David Ramsey participating in his second medical-  close to 850 patients, including many
completed a one-week family practice dental mission to the Philippine wearing native dress and speaking
elective in International Medicine by Islands along with his fiancée, Kate  only native dialects. In addition to
Moynihan, and his UIC Family working with local doctors and
Practice preceptor, Christopher dentists, David had the privilege of
Guerrero, M.D. Their one week working with many of the gifted
medical mission, February 16-24, nursing students at St. Mary®
was in the rural province of Nueva University. (cont.on p. 6, col. 1)

Vizcaya, where Dr. Guerrero grew
up before coming to the United
States in 1980. This year they had
lots of extra security on their trip.
They worked with the native
population at several village
outreach centers in the mountains
that surround the fertile valleys in

David Ramsey (rear center) with medical mission this part of the Ph|||pp|nes.

group. His fiancée, Kate Monihan, is in back row, o
left. Dr. Guerrero is in center row, left, wearing a The mission was a great success --

blue surgical scrub suit. they estimate that the group served
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DINNER SEMINAR

Tuesday, April 19, 2005

Jose Oberholzer, MD,
Director,Cell Transplantation,
Department of Surgery

“Cell Transplantation in Diabetes”

Room: Library-Lounge, Room 317 CSN

Trained at the University of Geneva (Switzerland) and the
University of Alberta in Edmonton, Canada. among the
world® leading centers in diabetes research and islet
transplantation, Dr. Oberholzer was the Head of the Islet
Transplant Program and Laboratory at the University of
Geneva and the GRAGIL islet consortium. He was also the
Site Principal Investigator in the first multicenter trial for
islet transplantation led by the Immune Tolerance Network.
He recently joined the University of Illinois Medical Center
at Chicago faculty as Program Director for Cell
Transplantation and the Cell Isolation Laboratory and is an
attending surgeon in the Division of Transplantation. Dr.
Oberholzer has been extensively involved in basic
research of islet cell biology and immunology for the past
seven years, and is a trained hepatobiliary, pancreatic and
transplant surgeon.

Engaged in a five-year commitment to develop a functional
cure for diabetes, Dr. Oberholzer successfully performed
an experimental islet cell transplant in a diabetic patient, on
January 11, replacing defective pancreatic cells with
healthy insulin-producing cells from a donor.

He is the PhD advisor of 1% year graduate student Joe
Kuechele.

Dinner Seminars Coming in Autumn

Radmilla Manev, MD and Hari Manev, MD
Associate Professors of Psychiatry

On a topic dealing with their significant research in
cardiovascular disease and major depression

David Walton, MD, a physician with Harvard’'s Partners in
Health, a group that works to battle TB and HIV in the
developing world. Dr. Walton splits his time between
Brigham and Women'’s Hospital in Boston and a small town
in rural Haiti. His interests surround the remediation of
inequalities of access to care for the poor, both on a
pragmatic level and on a policy level.
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STUDENT GRAND ROUNDS

The following pairs of MD/PhD Students will present
seminars in the spring semester, with dates and topics to be
announced where not indicated:

April 7, 2005, 12:30 p.m., 106 CMW
Kharma Foucher and Michelle Muza-Moons

“Crohn’s Disease: Clinical Perspective and
Ongoing Research”

Kharma is an M4 student in the COM. She defended her
doctoral thesis on October 10, 2003, in the Dept. of
Bionengineering, on the topic “Hip Joint Loading in Patients
with Total Hip Replacements.” Her advisor was Dr. Debra
Hurwitz. She will receive her MD and PhD degrees in 2005.

Michelle is a 4" year PhD student in the Dept. of
Microbiology & Immunology. She will defend her doctoral
thesis on May 31, 2005 on the topic “Enteropathogenic E.
coli Disruption of Host Cell Tight Junction.” Her advisor is Dr.
Gail Hecht. She will resume medical studies as an M3 in
June 2005.

May 20, 2005, Noon to 1:00p.m., 106 CMW
Brenton Mar and George Scaria

“Leukemia: Therapies on the Horizon”

Brenton is completing his M3 year this spring. He defended
his doctoral thesis on October 25, 2004 in the Department of
Biochemistry and Molecular Genetics on the topic “cvv.” His
advisor was Dr. Carol Westerbrook.

George is a 4th year PhD student in the Department of
Biochemistry and Molecular Genetics. His advisor is Dr. Alisa
Katzen.

June 2005: Sapan Desai and Brad Ruzicka
Date and topics TBA

Coming in 2005-06:

David Jho and Nathan Stitziel

Date TBA

“Minimally Invasive Neurosurgical Techniques for Tumors of
the Anterior Cranial Fossa” and “Bioinformatics in Brain

Tumors”
01 O
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University of

lllinois at
Chicago

MD/PhD Training Program
c/o COM Dean'’s Office
M/C 784, Suite 300 CSN
Chicago, IL 60612
Phone: (312) 996-7473
Fax: (312) 413-8221
E-Mail: roberta@uic.edu

College of Medicine
Administration
Joseph Flaherty, MD, Dean

Michael Bailie, MD, Vice Dean

Leslie J. Sandlow, MD
Sr. Assoc. Dean for Education

Jack Kaplan, PhD and Sarah
Kilpatrick, MD
Co- Assoc. Deans for Research

Jorge Girotti, PhD
Assoc. Dean for Admissions and
Urban Health Program

William Hammett, MA
Assoc. Dean for Student Affairs

(Ramsey-Phillipines,cont. from p. 4)
These able health care workers took
blood pressures and glucose levels,
and provided translation services for
the doctors. The group also had a
surgical component last year that
worked at the provincial hospital
treating goiters, cleft pallets, and
prostate problems. David
commented that his “experiences in
international medicine have been an
eye-opening introduction to
healthcare delivery in the developing
world. Dr. Guerrero has been
returning to Nueva Vizcaya for nearly
ten years. He has developed many
contacts with the local government
and public health service that have
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Progress on GEMS
Center Renovations

Since the inauguration of the Conference
Room on November 3, 2004 for the Dinner
Seminar by Dr. Mark Rasenick, the room

has been in almost daily use by the
MD/PhD Training Program, the
Neuroscience Training Program and
GEMS. Activities include the lunch

seminars and ECM course sessions of the
MD/PhD Program, and meetings of the
various faculty committees and recruitment
breakfasts and lunches for all three
programs. The kitchen hums will almost
constant food preparation, and the pantry
and refrigerator are always stocked with
goodies and munchies.

The still-to-be-completed Library-Lounge,
room 317, was inaugurated on March 16
with an overflow crowd attending the
MD/PhD Program dinner seminar featuring
its Director, Larry S. Tobacman, MD, as the
speaker. This was followed two days later
by a luncheon for the third GEMS
recruitment group. That activity took place
simultaneously with a small lunch meeting
of the MD/PhD Program in the conference
room. Noticing the bevy of people
throughout the center, which created of a
buzz of lively activity, Dr. Tobacman
remarked: “Isn’'t this just wonderful!” to
which Roberta Bernstein retorted, “It's a
dream come true.”

On order are a built-in projector system for
the conference room, wireless connection
for the whole suite, and furniture for the
Library-Lounge and the Conference Room.

But the whole suite is functioning now and
is ready for student occupancy and use.
Room 317A has been designated a staff
and student lunchroom, and rooms 317 B,
C, and D, plus the built in desks in the
hallway outside these rooms, are available
for student use for computer work and solo
or small group studying.

We welcome you and encourage you to
come take advantage of this wonderful new
area dedicated to you for your use.
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MD/PhD

Training
Program

We're on the Web!

See us at:

www.uic.edu/com/mdphd

MD/PhD Training Program
Administration

Larry S. Tobacman, MD
Director

Roberta Bernstein, MA
Coordinator, Editor

Olga Sayenko, BS
Student Research Assistant

SAVE THE DATE

The 2005 Research Day will be
Tuesday, August 30. A formal
announcement will follow, but mark
your calendars and start thinking
about your poster or talk NOW.

Note: Research Day will be held as
an off-campus retreat in alternate
years. Thus, the next retreat will be in
August 2006.

allowed him to provide health outreach to thousands of patients. As Dr. Guerrero
cares for so many in Chicago where | grew up, | am privileged to visit the region of
the world where he grew up and in the process learn so much about the human

condition.”




