
On June 4, 2010, the department of 
surgery hosted the 3rd annual Olga 
Jonasson Symposium/2nd annual 
Warren H. Cole Scientific Meeting. 
It was a delight for members of the 
department to reconnect with alumni 
and visit with Olga’s dearest friends. 
The CME-accredited event had its 
highest attendance to date, with 
participants from across the country, 

including Texas, California and 
Washington DC.  
Guest speakers included honored 
alumni Jeffrey Friedman, MD; 
Merrick I. Ross, MD; Steven Vaslef, 
MD, PhD and the keynote speaker, 
Julie A. Freischlag, MD, William 
Stewart Halsted Professor and chair, 
department of surgery, John Hopkins 
Hospital. Dr. Freischlag reflected 
on her professional and personal 
experiences with Dr. Jonasson and 
inspired our graduating residents with 
her presentation, “Leading During 
Times of Change”.  

During the morning session, the 
department presented the Warren 
H. Cole Distinguished Alumni Award 
to James DeBord, MD. Dr. Enrico 
Benedetti, professor and head of 
surgery, acknowledged Dr. DeBord 
for his instrumental role in funding 
the Lloyd M. Nyhus Chair in General 
Surgery. Dr. DeBord accomplished 
this achievement through his 
outreach to fellow alumni and with 
his own generous support. Dr. DeBord 
continues to be a strong advocate of 
the College of Medicine in Chicago and 
in Peoria. 

ThIRd AnnuAl olgA JonAsson syMPosIuM/
2nd AnnuAl WARRen h. Cole sCIenTIFIC MeeTIng

On Wednesday, July 28, 2010, the 
department of surgery hosted the first 
lecture in honor of Lloyd M. Nyhus, 
MD (1923-2009). Dr. Nyhus was the 
second professor and head of the 
department, and over his career the 
program expanded to include 52 full-
time faculty members and a surgical 
residency program. During this time, 
Dr. Nyhus helped to train more than 
300 graduates of the program.  

Pier C. Giulianotti, MD, Lloyd M. 
Nyhus Endowed Chair in Surgery 
and professor and chief, division 
of general, minimally, invasive and 
robotic surgery, invited Enrico Nicolo 
MD, FACS, FICS to present to the 
invited alumni, faculty members and 
residents at the Nyhus lectureship. Dr. 
Nicolo is the president of the American 
Herina Association and an emeritus 
professor of surgery, Jefferson 
Regional Hospital, Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania. His presentation, 

“Principles of Hernia Surgery”, 

Leif and Sheila Nyhus, Dr. Enrico Benedetti and 
Dr. Pier C. Giulianotti

lloyd M. nyhus leCTuReshIP 

E V E n T S

Continued - see NYHUS on page 8

Chancellor Paula Allen-Mears delivered the 
opening remarks, highlighting archived pictures 
of Dr. Olga Jonasson. 

Dr. Maleek Massad accepting the 
Distinguished Service Award from 
Dr. Enrico Benedetti.

Dr. Joseph Vitello accepting the 
Olga Jonasson Award from Dr. 
Gary Merlotti.

The honored alumni recipients joined Dr. 
Enrico Benedetti at the Surgical Residents 
Diner: From L to R: Drs. Merrick Ross, 
Jeffrey Friedman, Enrico Benedetti and 
Steven Vaslef.

Continued - see OLGA on page 10 
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The department of surgery continues 
to receive generous support from our 
alumni, faculty and grateful patients. 
We would like to thank you for your 
financial support and your advocacy. 
Your support is essential to the success 
and future of the department and has 
a direct impact upon patient care, 
the training of our residents and our 
translational research. We generate 
more than 92 percent of our resources, 
with less than eight percent of our 
budget coming from the State of Illinois. 
For this reason, your support is vital. 
The department of surgery enjoys 
a strong tradition of philanthropic 
support. We currently have endowed 
chairs to support four of our eleven 
divisions, including the Turi Josefsen 
Chair in Colon-Rectal Surgery, the 
Warren H. Cole Professorship, the Lloyd 
M. Nyhus Chair in General Surgery  

and the Marion Schenk Surgery 
Research Fund. 
In fiscal year 2010, the department 
of surgery raised more than $2.36 
million and generated more than 
$480,000 from endowment earnings. 
We are proud to highlight some of the 
philanthropic investments made over 
the past year.
• �A $650,000 challenge match gift from 

the Pasquinelli Family Foundation 
on May 10, 2010 has enabled us 
to purchase a new da Vinci SI dual 
console robot for the operating room. 
This new robot allows us to train 
residents, junior faculty and fellow 
surgeons during actual surgeries. We 
are continuing our efforts to raise the 
additional $350,000 required to fulfill 
this challenge gift.

• �The Christopher Family Foundation 
made a $500,000 gift in support of the 
Chicago Diabetes Project.

• �The Face the Future Foundation 
made a gift of $200,000 to benefit the 
Craniofacial Center.

• �More than $200,000 was raised 
through the Chicago Diabetes 
Project’s Chicago Marathon team, 
Cellmates On The Run.

• �Richard Schultz, MD, a 1959 graduate 
of the department of surgery’s 
residency program, established the 
Richard C. Schultz, MD, Lecture in 
Plastic Surgery Fund. The inaugural 
Schultz lecture was held on campus 
on June 16, 2010. 

Generous Donor Support Strengthens Department’s 
Work in Education, Research and Patient Care

F UN  D R A I S ING 

g ift    c o n tri   b u ti  o n s
College of Medicine Department of Surgery, 
General, unrestricted fund

Tapas K. Das Gupta MD Endowed Fund in Surgical 
Oncology

Warren H. Cole Professorship Fund

Lloyd M. Nyhus MD Chair in General Surgery Fund

Lloyd M Nyhus Memorial Lectureship in Surgery

Olga M Jonasson Award Endowment

Turi Josefsen Chair in Colon-Rectal Surgery

General Surgery Residency Program Support Fund

Robotic Surgery Program Support Fund

Chicago Diabetes Project Fund

Plastic Surgery Alumni Fund.

Tapas K. Das Gupta MD Endowed Fund in  
Surgical Oncology

Mail completed form below with your payment to:

University of Illinois at Chicago College of Medicine 

Office of Medical Advancement 
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1747 W. Roosevelt Rd., Suite 302 
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Pravin Patel, MD, Professor of Surgery, 
Division of Plastic and Reconstructive 
Surgery was awarded a grant from 
Seattle Children’s Hospital for 
“Genome wide study of Craniofacial 
Microsomia”
Chenthamaraksha Vasu, PhD, Visiting 
Assistant Professor, Division of 
Pediatric Surgery was awarded a 
grant from the National Institute of 
Health for “Dendritic cell directed T 
cell negative regulation for treating 
autoimmunity”

Janine Rosenberg, PhD, Visiting 
Assitant Professor of Psychology, 
Craniofacial Center was awarded a 
grant from NIDCR for “Quality of Life 
in Children with Clefts”
José Oberholzer, MD, Professor of 
Surgery, Division of Transplantation 
Surgery was award a grant from the 
Cleveland Clinic Lerner Research 
Institute (flow through from National 
Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and 
Kidney Diseases) to investigate, 

“A multidisciplinary approach towards 
cell therapy for Diabetes”
Konstantin Christov, Research 
Associate Professor, Division of 
Surgical Oncology is continuing work 
on a grant funded by Susan G Komen 
for “The Role of a Novel RARB5 
ISOFORM in the Resistance of Breast 
Cancer Cells to Retinoids”

neW bAsIC ReseARCh And ClInICAl TRIAls

Amelia Bartholomew, MD, Professor 
of Surgery, Division of Transplantation 
Surgery continues work on a grant 
from National Institute for Health 
for “Parathyroid prevention and 
mitigation of thrombocytopenia”
Amelia Bartholomew, MD, Professor 
of Surgery, Division of Transplantation 
Surgery continues work on a grant 
from US Health and Human Services 
for “Therapies for Hematopoietic 
syndrome bone marrow stromal cell 
loss and vascular injury”
Amelia Bartholomew, MD, Professor 
of Surgery, Division of Transplantation 
Surgery continues work on a grant 
from University of Maryland for 
“Medical countermeasures against 
radiological threats product 
development support”
Mark Holterman, MD, Associate 
Professor of Surgery, Division of 
Pediatric Surgery continues work on a 
grant from Allergan for “Laparoscopic 
adjustable gastric banding as a 
treatment for morbid obesity in 
adolescents”
José Oberholzer, MD, Professor of 
Surgery, Division of Transplantation 
Surgery continues work on a grant 
from the University of Miami (flow 
through from the National Institute 

of Diabetes and Digestive and 
Kidney Diseases) for Clinical Islet 
Transplantation (CIT), “Strategies to 
improve long term islet graft survival”
José Oberholzer, MD, Professor of 
Surgery, Division of Transplantation 
Surgery continues work on a grant 
from Beckman Research Institute 
for “Integrated Islet Cell distribution 
program”
José Oberholzer, MD, Professor of 
Surgery, Division of Transplantation 
Surgery continues work on a grant 
from Synthecon for “Methods 
for improving pancreatic islet 
transplantation”
José Oberholzer, MD, Professor of 
Surgery, Division of Transplantation 
Surgery continues work on a grant 
from EMMES Corporation for 
“Collaborative islet cell registry”
José Oberholzer, MD, Professor of 
Surgery, Division of Transplantation 
Surgery continues work on a grant 
from KMT Hepatech for “Hepatocyte 
Isolation”
Chenthamaraksha Vasu, PhD, Visiting 
Assistant Professor, Division of 
Pediatric Surgery was awarded a grant 
from the Juvenile Diabetes Research 
Foundation for “Bone Marrow Rich 

in autoimmune memory in Type 1 
Diabetes”
Patricia West, PharmD, Visiting 
Assistant Professor, Division of 
Transplantation Surgery continues 
work on a clinical trial awarded by 
Lifecycle for “Phase 3 trial into the 
study of the efficacy and safety of 
conversion from Prograf capsules 
twice daily to LCP”
Patricia West, PharmD, Visiting 
Assistant Professor, Division of 
Transplantation Surgery continues 
work on a clinical trial awarded 
by CTI Clinical Trials Services for 
“Phase 2 trial to demonstrate the 
pharmacokinetics of LCP-Tacro 
tablets once daily and Profag 
capsules twice daily”
Craig Beattie, PH.D., Professor, 
Division of Surgical Oncology was 
awarded a grant funded by BRDC for 
“Studying the critical relationship 
between Mycobacterium avium subsp. 
Paratuberculosis (MAP) and its host 
at a transcriptional level during the 
course of an infection.”
Konstantin Christov, Research 
Associate Professor, Division of 
Surgical Oncology is continuing 

ongoIng bAsIC ReseARCh And ClInICAl TRIAls

g R A n T S

Continued - see ONGOING on page 11 
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Giancarlo Piano, MD
Associate Professor 

Division of Vascular Surgery

Clinical interests include the minimally 
invasive surgical treatment of venous 

disorders and varicose veins; diagnosis 
and treatment of thoracic outlet 

syndrome; carotid and aortic disease and 
limb salvage procedures.

pianog@uic.edu  
312-413-3198

Mitchell Price, MD
Assistant Professor 

Division of Pediatric Surgery 

Clinical interest include minimally invasive 
surgery (laparoscopic/thoracoscopic), 

oncologic surgery, neonatal/congenital 
surgery and medical education.

mrprice@uic.edu  
312-413-7707

Cybil Corning, MD
Assistant Professor 

Division of Colorectal Surgery

Clinical interests include colon and rectal 
cancers, anal cancers, minimally invasive 
surgery, inflammatory bowel disease and 

pelvic floor dysfunction.

corningc@uic.edu 
312-413-3198

new to our faculty

fa  c u lt y  n e w s

publications of his findings. Now, in 
addition to his continuing contributions 
to the discovery of new anticancer 
drugs, he also is P.I. on an NCI grant and 
Susan G. Komen grant, both focusing on 
breast cancer.
Craig W. Beattie, Ph.D., Associate 
Professor 1977-1983 and Professor 
1983-1991, returned to UIC in 2007 as 
Professor to join the team on discovery 
of new anticancer drugs. During his 
Professorship from 1983 to 1991 his 
well funded research was exceptionally 
productive producing 58 publications. 
During his 15 year absence from UIC, 
Dr. Beattie attained both a national 
and international reputation in animal 
genomics. He has been instrumental 
in mapping large animal genomes. His 
current interests also include developing 
large animal models for in vivo cancer 
imaging technology as well as evaluating 
blood brain barrier (BBB) for treatment 
of brain metastases.
Dr. Tohru Yamada received his Ph.D. in 
September 2003 from the Tokyo Institute 
of Technology, performing much of 
his research work in UIC Department 
of Microbiology and Immunology. He 
is now Research Assistant Professor 
working on the development of 
anticancer drugs, performing research 
to identify anticancer agents that induce 
apoptotic cell death and growth arrest 
in human cancer cells. Additionally, he 
is developing newer agents for more 
accurate in vivo imaging.

Continued - from ONCOLOGY on page 3 

included Dr. Nicolo’s highlights of 
studying underneath Dr. Nyhus.
Dr. Nyhus’s children, Shelia and Leif, 
and Sheila’s husband, Garth Massey, 
joined Department Professor and Head, 
Dr. Enrico Benedetti, and the division 
chiefs the evening before the lecture for 
a dinner in Dr. Nyhus’s honor. They also 
attended the lecture, which began with  
a welcome from Sheila.

Continued - from Nyhus on page 5 
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Sean garrean: Colorectal Fellowship- north shore university- 
long Island Jewish health system 

Kendra grubb: Cardiothoracic Fellowship- university of
Virginia

Andrew glover: Plastic surgery Fellowship-

Jennifer hartwell: Trauma/Critical Care Fellowship – 
university of Tennessee

michelle mouria: general surgery Private Practice, West Virginia 

marian porubsky: Transplant Fellowship- Indiana 

Ami Shah: Pediatric Fellowship- university of Florida, 
gainesville

Shanel bhagwandin: lake erie College 

Donald cheatem: university of Illinois

Vikas Desai: university of Illinois at Chicago

mohammed Ezzi: university of Illinois at Chicago 

Andrew gonzalez: university of Illinois at Chicago

Julian hardman: university of Illinois at Chicago

Eric Jeng: university of Illinois at Chicago

christopher lai: Wayne states university 

nathalie mantilla: universidad de los Andes, Venezuela 

luke Kinsinger: university of Illinois at Chicago

Aslam Ejaz: howard university

Ari mayerfi eld: (Pgy 4), graduated from sackler school of 
Medicine, Tel Aviv university, Tel Aviv, Israel. Completed 3 
years of residency at sound shore Medical Center, new york

Jay Jorge: (incoming Pgy 2 Prelim) graduated from 
university of stint eustatus, netherland, Antilles 

kroc Award – Resident in Research 
george E. havelka, mD

best First year surgery Resident Award 
Samuel ohlander, mD

surgery Resident best Teacher Award 
Kendra J. grubb, mD

Resident Research Forum
Antonio gangemi, mD

o u R  g R A d u AT I n g  R e s I d e n T s

o u R  n e W  R e s I d e n T s

R e s I d e n T  AW A R d s

R E S i D E n T  n E w S

FoRMeR uIC ResIdenT 
beCoMes PResIdenT oF AMeRICAn 

College oF suRgeons

L.D. Britt M.D. FACS, Brickhouse Professor of Surgery and Chairman 
of the Department of Surgery at Eastern Virginia Medical School was 
installed as the President of the American College of Surgeons in 
October 2009. 
A graduate of Harvard Medical School, Dr. Britt joined the General 
Surgery Residency Program at the University of Illinois at Chicago under 
Professor L.M. Nyhus from 1979-1984. After additional training in 
trauma/critical care, he was recruited to Norfolk, VA to join the surgical 
faculty at EVMS. He distinguished himself rapidly and had a meteoric 
rise to ultimately assume the Brickhouse Professor of Surgery and 
Department Head at EVMS. 
Dr. Britt has had a stellar career in academic and organized surgery. 
He has served numerous surgical societies as a member, officer and 
President including AAST, and Southern Surgical Association. He has 
served on the Residency Review Committee for Surgery, Association 
of Program Directors in Surgery and Society of Surgical Chairs. He 
has been a Director of the American Board of Surgery and Chaired the 
Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical Education. Prior to assuming 
the Presidency, he was the Chair of the Board of Regents of American 
College of Surgeons. 
In addition to being a superb general and trauma surgeon, a scholar, 
educator, researcher, Dr. Britt is most importantly a mentor to numerous 
students and residents guiding many to a career in surgery. He is the 
author of numerous publications in refereed journals, book chapters 
and a recent editor of Acute Care Surgery. The Warren H. Cole Society is 
proud and honored to have him as a guest speaker and a member; the 
Department of Surgery is equally proud to have had him as a resident.
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m e m o r i a m

The late Loring S. Helfrich, MD, 
passed away January 10, 1970 at age 
59. He is credited with the idea to 
create the Warren Cole Society as well 
as the Midwest Surgical Association 
and was the first president of both 
organizations. Dr. Helfrich was a 
close personal friend of Dr. Warren 
Cole. He has two sons who are also 
graduates of the University of Illinois 
College of Medicine. G. Baird Helfrich, 
MD,is a surgeon in Lubbock, TX, and 
Loring R. Helfrich, MD, is a surgeon in 

Sikeston, MO. They both are Warren 
Cole Society members, continuing 
the tradition their father began years 
ago. We honor the late Dr. Helfrich for 
his commitment to the department 
and for all he did many years ago to 
establish the two organizations in 
which many fellow alumni are active 
today. The Helfrich family continues 
a strong tradition of University of 
Illinois educated surgeons and we 
thank them for their dedication to the 
profession. 

Loring S. Helfrich, MD 

On June 18, 2010, Theodore G. 
Drugas, MD, passed away at age 85. 
Dr. Drugas graduated from the College 
of Medicine in 1949 and practiced 
as a general surgeon. His daughter, 
Diane Drugas Keen, MD, graduated 

from the UIC surgery residency 
program in 1992. Diane’s husband 
and son-in-law of Dr. Drugas, Richard 
Keen, MD, is a 1985 graduate of 
the College of Medicine and a 1992 
surgery residency graduate. Dr. Drugas 

provided a generous gift to create the 
Theodore and Joanna Drugas Endowed 
Chair in Surgery. We thank Dr. Drugas 
and his family for their impact on the 
field of medicine and their support of 
the Department of Surgery.

(Meyers BA. Venous insufficiency ulcers. 
In Meyers, BA (ed) Wound Management 
Principles and Practice, Pearson 
Education Inc. 2004). Compression 
and wound care has been the mainstay 
therapy for these venous ulcer patients. 
Because these conventional therapies 
fail to address the underlying venous 
reflux and venous hypertension, 
long term ulcer recurrence rates are 
more than double those in which 
the hypertension has been treated. 
(Barwell JR. ESCHAR study, Randomized 
controlled trial. Lancet 2004; 
363(9424): 1854-1859). Percutaneous 
methods for treating venous reflux such 
as with radiofrequency endovenous 
ablation in conjunction with ultrasound-
guided sclerotherapy have become the 
new standard-of-care because they 
are safe, effective and require minimal 
patient recovery. For these reasons, 
patients suffering from venous ulcers 
should undergo treatment of their 

venous reflux early in the course of their 
treatment. Failure to do so may result in 
delayed healing and increased incidence 
of recurrence.
Given the high volume of death 
and disability caused by venous 
disease and the availability of more 
minimally invasive treatments to 
improve patient outcomes, the need 
for the Comprehensive Vein Clinic is 
obviously paramount. In a little more 
than a month under Dr. Piano’s expert 
guidance, our comprehensive vein 
team has evaluated and treated scores 
of venous disease patients with the 
aforementioned treatment paradigms 
and percutaneous modalities. A great 
deal of work lies ahead, as Dr. Piano and 
the division of vascular surgery plan 
to increase the capacity and roll out 
other modalities, including ambulatory 
pharmacomechanical lysis for early 
intervention of DVT. There also plans 
to offer office-based sclerotherapy 

for cosmetic treatment of spider and 
reticular veins (small varicose veins).   
For more information about the 
Comprehensive Vein Clinic or to 
refer a patient, please contact Shellie 
Moorehead-Cross at 312-996-8459 or 
shelliec@uic.edu. 

The day concluded at the Ritz Carlton 
of Chicago with a celebration dinner 
for our graduating surgical residents. 
Dr. Gary Merlotti, Surgical Residency 
Program Director, hosted the evening, 
and in addition to recognizing the 
remarkable graduates, two faculty 
members also were honored. Malek 
Massad, MD, FACS, professor and chief, 
division of cardiothoracic surgery, 
received the Distinguished Service 
Award, and Joseph Vitello, MD, FACS, 
associate professor, division of general, 
minimally invasive and robotic surgery, 
received the Olga Jonasson Award.

Theodore G. Drugas, MD 

Continued - from Olga on page 5 

Continued - from VEIN on page 4 

Dr. Loring Helfrich, Sr. with his wife, Mrs. Enid Louise Robinson 
Helfrich, at the Midwest Surgical Association 1962.
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environment that is more cost effective 
than a skills lab and to record and to 
assess their acquired skills objectively 
through a performance metrics system 
programmed into the system.
“My initial experience with the use of 
the dvTrainer has been exciting and very 
educational,” Gangemi says. “I found that 
the use of the simulator has significantly 
improved my performance on the da 
Vinci Robot in the operating room. I feel 
more confident and more familiar with 
the use of the robot now. I was impressed 
at how closely the virtual surgical field 
represents the real surgical field.”
The department of surgery will play an 
exciting role in advancing this technology. 
Mimic Technologies has invited the 
department to become a research partner 
with the company in developing and 
validating curricula for surgical residents 
and assisting in the development of new 
training models. 

PoIsed FoR The FuTuRe  
The acquisition of the dVTrainer in July, 
2010 and the partnership with Mimic 
reflect the UIC department of surgery’s 
belief that robotic surgery training 
should be a fundamental aspect of the 
surgical residency. Under the guidance 
of Pier Giulianotti, MD, chief of general, 
minimally invasive and robotic surgery, 
and Gary Merlotti, MD, chief of the 
residency program, the department 
is striving to become one of the first 
academic programs to develop robotic 
surgery as a mandatory component of the 
general surgery residency program.

Today, UIC has the most complete 
training environment for robotic surgery 
in the United States and is rivaled by only 
a handful of sites in the world. Open since 
2007, the Advanced Robotic Surgery Lab 
is the only dedicated robotic lab space 
in Illinois, and one of only a hand full of 
centers in the Midwest. The lab currently 
is being used to teach residents hands 
on training with the da Vinci system 
in a safe lab environment. Residents 
are taught how to control the system, 
how to perform surgical procedures 
such as suturing, and finally given the 
opportunity to practice simple operations 
like a robotic cholocystectomy in a lab 
environment. 
This summer, UIC acquired the dual 
console da Vinci SI, the latest evolution 
of the robotic system that has two 
control stations. This acquisition gives 
UIC residents the opportunity to sit in 
the operating room at a robotic console 
watching and mimicking the actions of 
the surgeon while he is performing an 
actual surgery. The dual console also 
can be used to allow two surgeons to 
collaborate on a surgery by controlling 
separate instruments on the robot, or 
to allow a mentor to assist as a resident 
performs surgery and intervene 
immediately if needed.
“Simulation training provides an excellent 
opportunity to increase access to quality 
robotic training, while decreasing 
training costs,” observes Jeff Berkeley, 
president of Mimic Technologies. “The 
current challenge is to find the right way 
to integrate Mimic’s simulation training 

into a nationally accepted curriculum. We 
are excited to collaborate with the team 
from UIC, as we work together to help 
establish such a curriculum.”

Continued - from COVER STORY on page 1 
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In the coming year, we will continue 
to enhance the department through 
fundraising efforts. The following 
initiatives are among our top priorities:
•  The Tapas K. Das Gupta Endowed Fund 

in Surgical Oncology has been created 
to honor Dr. Das Gupta for his 41 years 
of service to the University of Illinois. 
Former trainees, faculty colleagues, 
and grateful patients have been – and 
continue to be – generous in supporting 
the significant impact Dr. Das Gupta had 
made in patient care, surgical training 
and research.

•  A memorial fund will be created for Phil 
Donahue, MD. Dr. Donahue completed 
his surgical residency (1975) and a 
fellowship in surgical gastroenterology 
(1976) at UIC under the leadership 
of Lloyd Nyhus, MD, the department’s 
second head since its establishment.

•  Robotic surgery training – additional 
funds are needed to maintain the robotic 
surgery lab, which is used for training 
surgical residents as well as surgeons 
from Chicago and across the globe.

•  Chicago Diabetes Project – support is 
needed to continue the project’s islet cell 
research.

•  Translational research in all areas of 
surgery.

Our associate director of development, 
Stephanie Hilbert, has reached out to many 
of you and will continue to do so in the 
coming year. Stephanie looks forward to 
meeting with you to discuss the vision and 
goals of the department of surgery and 
how you can be further involved in our 
continued success. She can be reached at 
shilbert@uic.edu or 312-996-8769.

work on a grant funded by National 
Institute for Health for “The Role of 
Cellular Senecence in Mammary Cancer 
Prevention by Rexinoids”
George Salti, MD, Associate Professor of 
Surgery, Division of Surgical Oncology 
is continues working on a clinical trial 
funded by GSK for “Phase 3 Study To 
Assess The Efficacy Of Recmage-A3” 
•  As15 Asci As Adjuvant Therapy In 

Patients With Mage-A3 Positive 
Resected Stage III Melanoma”

Michael Warso, MD, Associate Professor 
of Surgery, Division of Surgical Oncology 
is continues working on a clinical trial 
funded by AVAX for “A Feasibility and Bio-
Equivalence Study Using A DNP-Modified 
Autologous”
Michael Warso, MD, Associate Professor 
of Surgery, Division of Surgical Oncology 
continues working on a clinical trial 
funded by Vical for “A Phase 3 Clinical 
Trial To Evaluate The Safety And Efficacy 
Of Allovectin-7®”

Continued - from ONGOING on page 7 
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