CUPPA Alumni Association Board Meeting

September 25, 2007

Present:  Anna Bassaleri, Helene Berlin (Vice-President), Karen Berthiaume (CUPPA Staff), Tom Besore, Stephan Bitter, Janelle Brown, Lenny Cannata, Peter Czubak, Marcus Davis, Abraham Deletioglu, Moira Donovan, Anne Fuller (Secretary), Erica Inturrante, Catherine Kannenberg, David Kralik, Peggy Laemle (Treasurer), Rebecca Mix, David Morley, John C. Mukasa-Ssebaana, Moira O’Donovan, Michael Pagano (Interim Dean), Angela Prazza, Elvira Reyes, Bob Rice (President), Lesley Roth, Sarah Rothschild, Caryn Schultz Korman (UIAA), Fitzgerald Scott, Joe Selbka, Jim Thompson (CUPPA Faculty), Audrey Wennink, Norm West, Jodi White-Jones (CUPPA Staff), Sarah Wiebenson, Evelyn Yang (PASA)
Bob called the meeting to order at 6pm.
· President’s Welcome and Introductions (Bob Rice):  This was the largest CUPPA Alumni Association board meeting ever.  All those in the room introduced themselves.
· Interim Dean’s Welcome (Michael Pagano): Dr. Pagano is serving as Interim Dean until a permanent one is hired.  
· Introduction of Special Guests:  Dr. Jim Thompson, the new Director of Public Administration, was introduced to the board.
· Approval of Minutes 6/5/07:  The board approved the minutes from the last meeting.

· Committee Reports and FY08 Goals:

A. Professional Development (Rebecca Mix and Marcus Davis) 

-This committee usually puts together the Spring Speakers Series and the Lifelong Learning Day.  We will probably not plan a Lifelong Learning Day this year because UIC is planning to do a Lifelong Learning Day in December 2008 and we will participate in that.

-The committee met about FY08 plans and came up with a new idea.  Instead of doing the Spring Speakers Series, we could do a charette instead where CUPPA students would do a project for community groups and alumni would help coordinate.  Marcus will post the full description of the charette on the wiki.  The idea was to have a more interactive activity this year and to create these partnerships between the students, the alumni and the community groups.  It would be a good way to connect students to alumni and increase members. 

-Concerns were voiced over the level of commitment alumni would have to make to coordinate this activity and there was some concern over doing away with the spring speakers series entirely.  Board members like the idea of having a more interactive activity that involves students and the Student & Alumni Connections committee could get involved in this as well.  Some in the room voiced concern that this might compete with the Capstone courses students are currently required to complete.  Jodi will post a list of the current student activities to give the board an idea of what is already going on in the college.

-The board pushed this back to the committee for further discussion.


-If we do have the Spring Speakers Series, the target dates are February 5-7 and April 8-10.

B. Membership (Catherine Kannenberg)

-This is a newer committee and the goal is to gain new members and market events.

- In FY08, the committee will look at alumni whose memberships have lapsed and potential new members and will call folks to let them know what is happening with the Alumni Association.

-Will look at incentives to join like discounted fees if they attend events or waiving the event fee if the join.

-The committee has been fairly passive in the past – not too aggressive in recruitment efforts.

- Thinking about more membership focused events like a homecoming event.

C. Student & Alumni Connections (Angela Prazza)

-This committee works to develop connections through speakers in professional development courses and hosting a portfolio review day. 

-Looking at whether there is room for another event.


-should involved new people in class speakers


-board members should let the committee know if they are interested in speaking to a class


-Jodi gets request from faculty for alumni speakers in both programs

D. Special Events (Audrey Wennink)

-Historically there have been 3 events – the holiday event, the awards event, and the summer event.

-Holiday event – want to stay at Jak’s – November 29th or December 11th – the committee will re-evaluate the date.  We will do an early save-the-date with reminders.

-Awards event – the committee had a new idea for the nomination process.  Would like to explore doing a full voting process – 2 step process – to involve more of the alumni in the nomination process.   The board had some discussion about this:

-There are two purposes for the event: (1) Fundraising for events and operations – it’s expected that board members will attend or at least donate the fee and (2) honor someone who has given to CUPPA – has been instrumental in the life of the college.  It is helpful to CUPPA to keep people involved.  If we open it up, we make it a different kind of event.

-The committee thought that the event might contribute to the visibility of CUPPA.

-There are a multitude of UIAA awards and we don’t want to compete with that.

-We could have two awards – one for an alumni who’s contributed to the field and another for someone who’s contributed to the college.

-There is low overhead when we keep the event intimate.

-We could just cast a wider net for nominations but there are benefits to keeping the decision internal.

-We need someone to host this year’s event.

-Summer event – Some ideas that were thrown out for this event include walking/guided tours of the Morton Arboretum, the Botanical Gardens, architecture, graveyards, etc.; Theater on the Lake; Brewery event.  The committee considered adding on a 4th event since there were so many ideas and it will be posting everything on the wiki.

· Finances (Peggy Laemle):

We are currently in the black.  All the financial reports were distributed.

· UIAA Updates (Caryn Schultz Korman):

Caryn passed out many different flyers and handouts about everything going on with the alumni association.  Some highlights:


-UIAA has produced a UIC Daily planner


-They can produce a demographic report specifically about CUPPA Alumni for us


-January 12, 2008 – Save the Date for the UIAA Volunteer Event.


-The Alumni Awards are on October 12th.

· New Business:

-Evelyn Yang from PASA distributed the program from the panel event on September 7, 2007.  They are having another one in the November and two in the spring.  They want to invite alumni to all future events.  The next panel will focus on where PA meets UPP.  The tentative date for this is November 16, 2007.

-Anna Basseleri is the new Urban Planning and Public Affairs undergraduate program coordinator.  Students are requesting internships and the Capstone class is coming up.  The undergraduate students come in at Junior level after completing their core courses.

-Diversity group – 2 initiatives: (1) they would like a formal letter of support from the alumni to sit on the search team for the new Dean and (2) single parents need childcare – this is a campuswide initiative.

-Wiki – http://wiki.cuppa-alum.uic.edu.

 There is also one for all alumni – http://uiccuppaalumni.pbwiki.com
-Facebook – social networking site.  The CUPPA Alumni Association has a group – it’s another venue to connect.

-CUPPA career center is now linked off the homepage – there are job postings for alumni.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:03pm.
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