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The Great Cities Institute 
The Great Cities Institute is an interdisciplinary, applied 
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and Public Affairs at the University of Illinois at Chicago 
(UIC).  Its mission is to create, disseminate, and apply 
interdisciplinary knowledge on urban areas.  Faculty from 
UIC and elsewhere work collaboratively on urban issues 
through interdisciplinary research, outreach and 
education projects.  
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Abstract 
 
This paper explores the notion of “Third Space”, the space between the academy and 
activism.  This space allows the academician to make sense of her contribution to 
social change.  The author uses literature from divergent disciplines and from a 
transformative research initiative working with the MASAZI Welcome Center in Accra, 
Ghana, West Africa, to better understand how an academician experiences third 
space.  The author created the center to support the economic empowerment of 
micro-business owners through its mediation of social and economic differences that 
often exist between tourists and hosts.  Her understanding of third space is shaped by 
this particular set of experiences. 
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