Siam Minutes

Executive Board Meeting

ASPA Annual Meeting

Sunday, April 2, 2006 

8:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.

Denver Marriott Tech Center

4900 South Syracuse, Denver, Colorado
Members at Meeting: Pat Atkins, Craig Wheeland, Mike Scicchitano, Douglas Ihrke, Jack Meek, Christopher Stream, Ed Benton, Jered Carr, Kendra Stewart, Mary Jane Kuffner Hirt, Jim Svara, Rex Heer, Kurt Thurmaier. [Chris –it’s helpful to alphabetize these.]
I. National Conference

A. SIAM Events
Pat welcomed everyone. She made sure we all had morning “treats.” Then she made note of the SIAM panel endorsements and encouraged everyone to attend them. She also asked board members to work at the SIAM booth so Mike would not be lonely. Finally, she reminded the board of the membership meeting at 3 pm. 
B. Stone and Junior Stone Awards - Mary Jane Kuffner Hirt:

· Process was hectic, but we had good cooperation.

· We had twelve submissions for the award

· Everyone included a letter

· Next time, include a page requirement and extend the twelve.  Start process in the fall – give notice in the fall – Mary Jane felt it was unfair for both PHD and MPA students combined.  So, we need guidelines.

II. Section Business
A. Membership – Ed Benton
· Membership – ASPA Lifetime members had fallen thru the cracks and were not showing up as members of SIAM

· Ed sent out email to “remind” folks about SIAM membership

· Hopefully, most of these memberships glitches have been resolved

· Don Menzel – offers to be moderator for SIAM list serve

1. List serve would contain timely issues

2. we have a list serve

· People are leaving ASPA and thus are leaving SIAM.  So, this problem is hard for us to deal with.  A lot of this is clearly from the drop in ASPA.

· Kurt Thurmaier, immediate past chair of ABFM.  ABFM has gone from 1000 members to 600 members.  Membership decline is affecting all sections. – how do we connect to our new MPA students before they leave academia, as they are going out into the field?  ASPA is expensive so we really have to pitch to people/students.  Pitch to them in the classes.  Think about how to convince students that ASPA is valuable.  Thurmaier feels we should emphasize tangible benefits.

· Menzel feels we need to emphasize the intangibles.  The value of ASPA is the memberships in the sections.  It is the intangibles of knowing people, of networking
· Mary Jane – How do we get people brought into the profession?  Socialize new folks into profession.  In public manager profession, you are brought into ICMA.
· Mike Scicchitano– SLGR is also dealing with these issues.  They are trying to identify new MPA grads and let them know about SLGR.  Leslie Lamb is developing a list of Public Administration departments.  This might be a tool to use for membership recruitment.  SIAM should get.
· Possibly follow the KMA newsletter as an example. 

· Practioner Corner / Academic Corner. 

B. Intergovernmental Coalition Work Group - Kurt Thurmaier + Jered Carr

· Proposing a 2 day conference on inter-local arrangements and issues.  It will be small, and the attendance will be by invitation.
· This would be an every other year kind of meeting

· Create working group of inter-local research and issues / collaboration

· NIU will be host in the fall.
· Use SIAM as the framework for this group

· Include working papers, data sets, etc.

· So, we would have a SIAM webpage and then have a 2 – day workshop (every 2 years).

· Collaborating community of scholars and practioners – Theory and Practice.

1. 1st day scholars

2. 2nd day practitioners

· They want to set up a group within SIAM to work on this interlocal cooperation effort

· Use some space for it on the SIAM server.  Post info and data set of working papers on interlocal cooperation.  Iowa and Michigan have searchable data bases.
· Also establish a listserve about interlocal collaboration
· Bob mentions that ICMA has an innovations group.  There’s been some work on the theory of cooperation in Metro Areas.
· Heidi – ICMA – mentioned briefly to Bob Hart.  Association of County Managers.
· Does the board approve of this concept?  Jim Svara made the motion; Ed Benton 2nd the motion; motion passes unanimously. 

C. Tribal Governance - Luke Jones
· Luke Jones – EPA  Tribal Goveernmentts + Environmental Issues

· He is now in Chicago and interacts with 35 tribes.

· Addressing issues of Tribal Affairs 

1. Issues between federal government and Tribes

· He joined APSA in 1996, because at that time ASPA was not interested.  Now he has come back to ASPA.  He is asking SIAM to become involved with tribe issues and conflicts.

· Dealing with tribes and state and local governments

· IGR issues between tribes and government.

· Craig asked as towhy this should be done in SIAM instead of an ASPA specialized  section devoted solely to tribal matters.
· Luke stated that this approach makes tribes a separate group.  Luke wants tribal interests to be mainstreamed into intergovernmental issues.  This effort is to be solely dealing with IGR issues.  There is aSociety of Native American Government Employees.
· Jim and Ed make comments that SIAM is a good location for this type of discussion.  Jim noted that this has been ignored for too long.  Ed remarked that it opened up a whole vist of ideas, of conflict and cooperation, of the abilility to share ideas, vision and a sense of need.
· Mary Jane and Kurt also think this is a good idea.  Theory and Practice of tribal government issues.   Kurt believes it will be excellent for SIAM.  While he was at KU, there was the founding of the Native American Studies government track.  He thought the SIAM working group could connect with ICMA.  Kurt suggested that Luke write an article for PAR.
· SIAM will help Luke create a working group on IGR tribal issues.  Individuals offering to be a part of that group included Jim, Kurt, and Luke and Tanis will be asked.
D. SLGR – Mike Scicchitano

Mike mentioned the passing of Tom Pavlik.
· Mike gives his report.  SLGR continues to receive good submissions, and complete a quick processing.  The Vinson Institute remains fully committed.  If we could get a $10,00 underwrite they would do a special edition.
· SLGR now has 4 editions

· Increase subscriptions.  Perhaps share a table at ALA with some ASPA sections.
· Push electronic version.  Rex mentioned that the way to make electronic subscriptions work is to keep the price reasonable.  
Harvey White took a moment to give his greetings to the group.  He will be next year’s president.
E. SIAM NESWLETTER – Kendra
· Need submissions so contact Kendra 

Pat and Kendra opened the meeting to a discussion of the newsletter being distributed to membership solely in electronic format. Kurt thought that would appeal to students who like the immediacy of electronic format.  Mary Jane mentioned that ICMA does an electronic format.  They have an academic exchange.  Perhaps SIAM could do a practitioners exchange.
· Moving toward electronic newsletter

- How many ASPA sections are electronic?

· Future theme issues

· Katrina issue is next

· Then:  what the intergovernmental community wants to tell the next President

· The next issue is shaping up as follows:

· Articles published from all committees and work groups

· Talking Points about joining SIAM and ASPA that professors can use to introduce SIAM and ASPA to their students

· A box with the upcoming themes
· List of all the committees/work groups
· Discussion of electronic delivery.   ICMA is electronic, other ASPA sections are electronic.
· Possibly an article from Jered and Kurt on their intergovernmental effort.
E. Budget Situation – Pat

· SIAM  is missing four checks from ASPA   James and Pat have been working since February to acquire two of the checks, and, more recently, the second pair.
· Some members remarked that eliminating the mailing of the SIAM newsletter could reduce expenditures.
· Increase membership which will help SLGR and our expense.

Siam Minutes

Annual Awards and Membership Meeting

ASPA Annual Meeting

Sunday, April 2, 2006 

3:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Members at Meeting: Craig Wheelland, Mike Sciechitano, Paul Posner, Myrna Mandell, Douglas Ihrke, Heidi Koenig, Dale Krane, Eric Willette, Jack Meek, Roger Hollands, Christopher Stream, Ed Benton, Jered Carr, Simon A. Andrew, Kendra Stewart, Jim Svara, Kurt Thurmaier, Fran Bering, Mary Jane Kuffner Hirt, Rex Heer. 

Basically the same as above, except we gave out the Stone and Jr. Stone awards.  Notes from both meetings were incorporated into the single account.
