UPP493: Special Topic

On Land: Trusts, Community, Conservation & People

Classroom: 2204 2ADH

Wednesdays, 9:30-12:30

[image: image1.wmf]
Instructor

Pamela Freese, Ph.D. 




Office:  CUPPA Hall, 412 S. Peoria St., # 260

Phone: 
312.355.0204, with voicemail 


Office Hours:  Please email for an appointment.

Email:  pfrees2@uic.edu; the best way to reach me.
Class #: 28106 and 28170
Class meets: 
Wednesdays 9:30-12:30 a.m. in 2ADH 2004 (accessed via 2000 – Anna Bacelleri’s office)
Course Overview

This course is designed to introduce you to the theoretical, historical, political, social, and emotional attributes of land in America.  Specifically, we will explore the conflicting meanings of land, its uses, and its future.  People are the primary change agents of land, so understanding our role in the history and future of land is key to issues of conservation and development.

By the end of the course students should have a grasp of fundamental theories, methods, and issues central to the debates on land; work independently and as part of a team; and gain new appreciation for the power of land.  
As with all exploratory efforts, things are subject to unexpected change.  I reserve the right to update and add to the syllabus as the situation requires.  In some cases, guest speakers may ask that we prepare for their presentation with particular materials.  I will share these as soon as possible, and they become, naturally, part of the required reading set.
Requirements

	Assignment
	Short Description
	Expected Product – more specific details to follow
	Value
	Due

	Paper #1
	Definitions Paper
	8-10 page paper
	40 points


	Sept 24

	Paper #2


	Rally Papers 
	Secure, analyze, and present 2 papers from the 2008 Rally or other recent conference; 8-10 pages

	50 points


	Oct 29

	Paper #3


	Group Project
	T.B. Finalized 

	60 points


	Dec 3

	Presentation
	Group Presentation
	Active participation in creation and presentation


	30 points
	Dec 3

	Participation
	Come to class; actively participate in discussions 


	Prepare and lead discussion of selected reading(s); “questions” write ups.


	20 points


	Weekly

	Extra Credit #1
	Experiential Assignment

(topic will vary)
	Typically a short description and analysis (3-5 pages)


	5 points


	Nov 26

	Extra Credit #2
	Experiential Assignment

(topic will vary)
	Typically a short description and analysis (3-5 pages)


	5 points


	Nov 26

	TOTAL
	
	
	210 points
	


Grades will be assigned as follows:
Total points at end of term

Letter Grade Equivalent

180 +




A

160-179




B

140-159




C

120-139  



D

Below 120



F
Important:  Assignments are due in class on the date listed in this syllabus unless otherwise noted.  Assignments more than seven (7) calendar days past due will not be accepted, unless we have agreed on an exception prior to the due date.
Required Reading Materials
All required readings will be posted on Blackboard.  Please note that the lack of a text for this course does not in any way suggest that readings are unimportant!  To the contrary: readings are drawn from a variety of sources, rather than a single text, in order to hone in on particular elements.  Rather than have you read less relevant sections of a single text, I have pulled together a variety which must all be read.  It is imperative to read all materials assigned for a week prior to that week’s meeting.
Academic Integrity
I uphold the policies of the university with respect to academic integrity.  In other words, cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated.  Direct quotes should be shown as such.  Quotes should generally be used to reinforce a point you have already made rather than to make the point itself.  Avoid long quotes.  The wonders of the World Wide Web allow access to great materials that will help you learn and provide background for your papers.  Should the temptation strike to cut and paste from the Web document into your own, please remember the wonders of search engines that allow us to type in a sentence and find the document from which it was lifted.  Contact the Writing Center or me if you have any doubts about what you should cite or how it should be cited.  For more info about violating academic integrity and it consequences, consult the web site of the UIC Dept of Student Judicial Affairs, www.uic.edu/epts/sja/inegret.htm.
Writing Center
The Writing Center is an important resource for students who wish to improve their writing skills.  The trained student tutors will assist you in writing and provide feedback in one-on-one sessions.  Find out more about the Center at: http://www.uic.edu/depts/engl/writing/.

Disability Accommodation

Please register with the Office of Disability Services (ODS: 312.413.2183 or 312.413.0123) if you require accommodations for access to and/or participation in this course.  

Course Themes
Several themes run through this course.  First as the basis – literally—of our lives, many take land for granted, or understand it primarily in economic terms.  We will need to do this as well, but we must also recognize the important cultural and historic influences that shape our definitions and understandings.  We will look at the ideas of Locke, Leopold and Ostrom (among others) to see how linked personal and community economies are.  Land, it turns out, is much more than just soil or property.
A second overarching theme in the course is that many of the issues tackled here transcend simple classification.  Land as a concept and reality is both very simple, and very complex.  Is land merely geographic or a cultural construct, or something in between?  National decisions affect local actions and v.v. (and with equal power).  The individual influences the whole, while actions of the whole influence individuals.  
A third theme relates to connectedness.  Though they come from different backgrounds and have differing perspectives, the hunter and the conservationist often have much in common when it comes to land.  So do the homebuilder and the farmer.  While they may see the world quite differently from their neighbor, land has a fundamental ability to connect people as humans.  We will see this theme often over the course of the term.
Your challenge is to both keep focused on the unique details of each theme and to see the numerous connections between them.  Honing this ability to jump between the micro and the macro and keep perspective on both is an important skill for managing most any project. 

Requirements

Attendance

Regular class attendance is required and will be tracked.   Because of the limited class periods, participation in each session is imperative if you are interested in securing a descent grade.  If you must miss class, it is your responsibility to get class notes from other students.  
Writing

There are three written assignments.  Assignments are intended to supplement your classroom learning and to get you thinking about and experiencing the course materials with a particular interest or perspective in mind.  Most of all, I encourage you to think critically about what you are reading and writing, and to make the arguments distinctly your own.  Sloppy and hasty writing will result in a loss of points, as being able to communicate your ideas is as vital as having sound ideas.
Readings Discussions

Over the course of the term, there will be a number of opportunities for us to concentrate fully on the assigned readings both from a given week, and for readings from previous classes.  Each student will sign up early in the term to take leadership responsibility for particular readings.  The expectation is that you will be able to lead a thoughtful and relevant discussion of the readings, intended to draw out what you found to be the highlights, contradictions, or challenges of each reading.  Your goal is to engage your colleagues in the readings, and you may do so with questions and perhaps even friendly debate. 
**************************************************

I. On Land: 2 week component intended to introduce theoretical perspectives on land, ownership, control, and boundaries.
“The true founder of civil society was the first man who, having enclosed a piece of land, thought of saying, ‘This is mine,’ and came across people simple enough to believe him.  How many crimes, wars, murders and how much misery and horror the human race might have been spared if someone had pulled up the stakes or filled in the ditch, and cried out to his fellows: “Beware of listening to this charlatan.  You are lost if you forget that the fruits of the earth belong to all and that the earth itself belongs to no one!” 

                                                                                              –Jean Jacques Rousseau, 1755
August 27 
Students will get syllabus and worksheet to prepare for 9/3. 
(no real class as I will have to miss this session)
September 3
Introductions

Topics:


General course overview

Definitions 

Boundaries – real and perceived 

Land uses and land ownership patterns in the US

Sectors in US society and landownership 

Readings:


· Leopold, Aldo, excerpt from A Sand County Almanac, pp. 196-210.
· TPL, Illinois Land at Risk: A Statewide Assessment of Public Parks and Green Space Needs.”

· Reitze, A.., “The Federal Public Lands” from Environmental Planning: Law of Land & resources, pp.1-23.

· Waldron, J., “The Right to Private Property”, pp. 26-31.
· Excerpt from Stone, Christopher, Should Trees Have Standing?, pp. 17-39.
· Platt, R., Meanings and Uses of Land
September 10

Topics:




Consideration of historic perspectives on land

Perspectives on ownership

Commons vs. Private Property

Film: Cereal Thriller (power and shaping influence of land ownership)

Readings:


· Excerpts from George, Henry: Progress and Poverty., pp. 30-44.
· Ostrom, Elinor, from Governing the Commons: The evolution of institutions for collective action, pp. 1-18.  

· Excerpt from Hardin, G., “The Tragedy of the Commons”, 168 Science 1243 (1968).
· Monbiot, G. “The Tragedies of Invasion, Drought, Development , and Enclosure.”  Whole Earth, Fall 1998., pp. 37-38.

· Wanhall, P., “Rethinking the Commons”, Whole Earth, 1998, pp. 4-7.
II.  Tools: 
3 week component considering controls on land, stewardship issues, various tools used to purchase and own land, regulation shaping and limiting land use, tax considerations
“Something there is that doesn’t love a wall, 
That sends the frozen-ground swell under it, 
And spills the upper boulders in the sun;…
I let my neighbor know beyond the hill; 
And on a day we meet to walk the line 
And set the wall between us once again.  
We keep the wall between us as we go.  ….
It comes to little more: 
There where it is we do not need the wall: 
He is all pine and I am apple orchard.  
My apples trees will never get across 
And eat the cones under his pines, I tell him.  
He only says, “Good fences make good neighbors.” …
Before I built a wall I’d ask to know 
What I was walling in or walling out, 
And to whom I was like to give offense.  
Something there is that doesn’t love a wall, 
That wants it down…







-- Robert Frost, excerpt from Mending Wall
September 17

Topics:


Guest Speaker: Angelika Kuehn, Esq. – Tax Considerations of Land Conservation

Readings:
· Barrett, Model Conservation Easement (pp. 12-23)
· The Uniform Conservation Easement Act; see http://www.law.upenn.edu/bll/archives/ulc/ucea/2007_final.htm or similar.

· TBD

September 24

Paper #1 Due

Topics:



Basis of land regulation
Buying land – value, costs, opportunities, mechanisms, meaning

Alternatives to ownership: Purchase of Development Rights, Land Banks

Taxation- benefits and challenges, uses of, effects of

Conservation easements – creating, enforcing, challenging

Readings:


· Pollan, M.  “The Idea of a Garden”, pp. 415-434.

· Platt, R., Chapter 7 “Property Rights: The Owner as Planner” in Land Use and Society, pp. 209-235.
· Callies et al, Chapter 1: Setting the Stage, (pp.1-20)

· Schenkman, Chapter 1, pp. 3-10.

· LTA: Exchange, “Tax Incentive Benefits Communities Across America.” pp. 10-13.

October 1

Topics:



Are easements forever?  Can they be?  Should they be?
Land ownership vs. land stewardship
In-class exercise:  How do you prepare for stewardship of land?
Readings:

· The Nature Conservancy: “Final Report Conservation Easement Working Group”
· LTA, Exchange, “Condemnation: Coming to an Easement Near You?”, pp. 14-19.

· NPR Story: In Land Conservation, ‘Forever’ May Not Last.

· Salamon, S., “Cultural Dimension of Land Tenure in the United States,” in Jacobs, H., Who Owns America?, pp. 159-181.
III.  Conservation Land Trusts: 
3 week component considering the history, growth, and role of local, regional, and national conservation land trusts.
“You really cannot specialize the work of conservation.  You cannot save the land apart from the people or the people apart from the land.”

                                                                                                             -- Wendell Berry, 1995
October 8

Topics:


History of land conservation efforts
History, organization, and role of LTA

Typology of land trusts

In-class exercise: What’s worth preserving?  What’s preserving worth?
Readings:
· Trust for Public Land,”Does Land Conservation Protect the Bottom Line?”, pp. 1-12.

· Crompton, John. The Impact of Parks and Open Space on Property Taxes.
· TBD
October 15

Topics:


Guest Speaker: Johanna Garsenstein, LTA, Chicago Representative

Overview of how Chicago area conservation land trusts are organized, LTA’s role in coordination, policy work, marketing plans, resources, funding, etc.  

Readings:
· Spend time familiarizing yourself with the following site: http://www.landtrustalliance.org/. (Link on Blackboard).  There is a lot here, so give yourself some time with this one.
October 22

Topics:

Field Experience: Tour of Fort Sheridan and/or NeighborSpace properties.  Students will meet at a predetermined spot (accessible via public transit), tour, and return to campus via transit or personal transportation by end of class period.

Readings:
· Read the following site: http://neighbor-space.org/about.htm. (Link on Blackboard)
· Read the following site: http://www.openlands.org/reports/FtSheridanActionPlanPt1.pdf. (Link on Blackboard)
IV.  Challenges: 
Two week component designed to critically evaluate challenges against land protection, land control patterns, including policy implications.

October 29
Paper #2 Due

Topics:



Challenges to easements (perpetuity, legality) 

#1: The Dead Hand

#2: Tax implications – do benefits shift to the private sector at the expense of the public sector?

Readings:
· Fairfax and Guenzler, Conservation Trusts: “Chapter 9: Stephen Phillips Memorial Preserve Trust: Pebbles Causing Ripples” (pp. 155-168).

· Mahoney,J., “Perpetual Restrictions on Land and the Problem of the Future”, Envtl L.J. 20: 745-758.  2002.

· Netzer, D., Local Government Finance and the Economic of Property-Tax Exemption.  In Property-Tax Exemption for Charities: Mapping the Battlefield, ed. E. Brody, pp.47-80. 
November 5

Topics:





Challenges (continued)

#3: Crazy quilt of development / conservation

#4: Environmental Impact – ecosystem disruption, lack of knowledge

Exclusivity – ethical implications

Readings:


· Goble, Dale D.: The Problem of Unraveling: Buiodiversity and Private Property in Land, Idaho L. Rev. 38: 291-296, 2002.
· “Wal-Mart Announces Half Million Dollar ‘Acres for America’…”

· McQueen and McMahon, “Chapter 6: Financing Green Infrastructure: Smarter, More Cost-Effective Land Conservation.”, pp. 134-157.

· Brenneman, R., “Criteria for Acquisition and Management” in Land Saving Action, pp. 35-38.

· Roush, J., “What’s Wrong with Easements?” in Private Options: Tools and Concepts for Land Conservation, pp. 71-72.
V.  Community Land Trusts: 
Two week component exploring the meaning of community, cultural and theoretical perspectives on home ownership.

“…I cannot live a grounded life without being grounded in a place.”   In belonging to a landscape, one feels a rightness, an at-homeness, a knitting of self and world.  







-- Scott Russell Sanders, 1993.
November 12



Topics:

 


Film: Hands and Homes 


Revisit definitions of community:  In-class exercise: 

Overview of how home ownership works: buying, maintaining, and transferring interests in property


Trends in home ownership in US

Readings:


· Institute for Community Economics, “Chapter 1: Land and Property: Individuals and Communities” in The Community Land Trust Handbook, pp. 1-35.

· Read the following site: http://www.cltnetwork.org/Academy/documents/legalmanualglossaryofCLTterms.pdf. (Link on Blackboard)
· Read the following report: http://www.cltnetwork.org/Resources/documents/2006NationalStudyofCLTs.pdf.  (Link on Blackboard)
November 19
Topics:
Field Experience:  West Humboldt Park Development Council.  Students will meet at a predetermined spot (accessible via public transit), tour, and return to campus via transit or personal transportation by end of class period.

Readings:
· Read the following sites: http://www.whpdevelopmentcouncil.net/CLT/ and www.whpdevelopmentcouncil.org.  (Link on Blackboard)
· TBD
November 26
Recap, catch up, and time to work on group projects (10:45 a.m. dismissal)
Extra Credit Due
Dec 3
Paper #3 Due

Final In-class Presentations

Dec 8 -12 

Finals Week (no final)
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