UPP 555
Culture and Urban Design
Call number: 27300

Fall 2008
Wednesdays, 11:30pm- 2:30pm
ADH 2234 and UD studio (Basement B17, CUPPA Hall)
Instructor: Professor Tingwei Zhang

E-mail: tzhang@uic.edu
Office phone: 312-355-0303

Office hour: by appointment

Course rationale and description
An important consequence of globalization is diversity. Being a “world city”, Chicago is an attraction to immigrants from all over the world.  The 2000 Census report reveals that over twenty percent of Chicago residents were born abroad. Like other American metropolis, Chicago consists of many ethnic communities, and these communities are the city’s asset economically, socially, and culturally. 

This course introduces students with basic theories of the relationship between culture and the built environment, focuses on urban design methods, processes and assessment criteria in a diversified urban context. Two ethnic communities in the City of Chicago, Chinatown and the Pilsen will be study areas in exploring the interaction between the culture characteristics of an ethnic community and the creation and usage of public open space in the community.  
Textbook
M. Larice & E. Macdonald, 2007. The Urban Design Reader. KY: Routledge 

Reference (reserved in main library)
1. Amos Rapoport, 1969. House Form and Culture. NJ: Prentice Hall
Chapter 2 
Alternative theories of house form

p.18-45

Chapter 3
Socio-cultural factors and house form
p. 46-82

2. Amos Rapoport, 1977. Human Aspects of Urban Form. NY: Pergamon Press
Chapter 1 
Urban design as the organization of space, time, meaning and communication





p. 8-47 
3. R. Rotenberg & G. McDonogh, 1993. The Cultural Meaning of Urban Space. CT: Bergin & Garvey
Introduction





xi-xix

Chapter 3 
Chinese privacy


p.31-46
Chapter 6
Cultural meaning of the plaza: the history of the Spanish-American gridplan- plaza urban design



p.75-94

Chapter 9
Beyond built form and culture in the anthropological study of residential community spaces




p. 123- 138

Grading
Team work/ presentation



40%
Individual design work or paper


60%

Class Schedule
Week 1 (8/27)
 Introduction: 
Course outline 


The definition of “culture”


Reading: 

1. M. Larice & E. Macdonald, 2006

Introduction



Part 1 Public Parks and the Enlargement of Towns
(Olmosted)


Part 1 The Garden City Idea and Modern Planning  (Mumford)

Week 2(9/3)
Lecture: The nature of urban design: approaches, values, and dimensions


Reading:

1.   Amos Rapoport, 1977




Chapter 1 Urban design as the organization of space, time, 




meaning and communication, p. 8-47 

2   M. Larice & E. Macdonald, 2006




Part 2
Normative theories of good city form..   
Week 3(9/10)
Lecture: The perception and creation of urban space and the role of culture


Reading:

1. M. Larice & E. Macdonald, 2006


Part 3 
Place theory in urban design

Part 4 
Dimensions of place-making
Week 4 (9/17)
Lecture: Urban design process and elements  



Reading:

1. Amos Rapoport, 1969

Chapter 2 Alternative theories of house form, p.18-45




Chapter 3 Socio-cultural factors and house form, p. 46-82
2. R. Rotenberg & G. McDonogh, 1993




Introduction, xi-xix

Week 5 (9/24)
Lecture: The Chinatown community (by Ray Spaeth, President, and Dominic Lai, Vice President, Chinatown Chamber of Commerce)


Class meets at Chinatown Chamber of Commerce (2169B S. China Pl., 312-326-5320), Chinatown, at 9:30am



Reading:

      R. Rotenberg & G. McDonogh, 1993


Chapter 3 Chinese privacy, p.31-46



Chapter 6 Cultural meaning of the plaza: the history of the 




Spanish-American gridplan- plaza urban design, p.75-94

Week 6(10/1)
Lecture: The Pilsen community and the Mexican culture (in class discussion led by Mr. Gonzalez, Director, the NI program in GCI)



Field visit: Mexican Fine Art Center Museum in Pilsen (1852 W. 19th St, 


312-738-1503) and the 26th Street commercial area



Reading:

1. M. Larice & E. Macdonald, 2006


Part 5 
Typology and morphology in urban design


2. R. Rotenberg & G. McDonogh, 1993


Chapter 9 Beyond built form and culture in the anthropological study of 


residential community spaces, p. 123- 138

Week 7(10/8) Lecture: Urban design: the analytical framework



Reading:

M. Larice & E. Macdonald, 2006

Part 7 Elements of public realm
Week 8(10/15) Team presentation: public spaces in Chinatown and the Pilsen 



community 
Week 9(10/22) Lecture: The traditional Chinese built environment and culture

Week 10(10/29) Studio: Individual design work/ analysis
Week 11(11/5) Studio: Individual design work/ analysis
Week 12(11/12) Studio: Pin-up and class discussion: Individual design work/ analysis
Week 13(11/19) Studio: Pin-up and class discussion: Individual design work/ analysis
Week 14(11/26) Individual presentation: the improvement of public spaces in the 



Chinatown and/ or the Pilsen community (for the paper option)

Week 15(12/3) Individual presentation: the improvement of public spaces in the 



Chinatown and/ or the Pilsen community (for the design option)

(Final design documents and term paper due at 11:30am on Dec.3, 2008, Wednesday)
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