UPP583 Plan Theory

The course catalog describes four content areas for this course: study of theoretical ideas and debates about planning; the rational model and its competitors; critical review of planning methods and practice; composing alternative plans.

Expectations

I expect the seminar will accomplish two things: help you learn to do theory and use the experience of doing theory to improve your skill as a research scholar. I expect students to demonstrate that they have learned theoretical ideas by using the ideas in an argument. The argument may be theoretical (e.g., a debate about different conceptions of planning rationality, methodological (e.g., how different ideas about planning shape the conduct of research) or practical (e.g., how ideas influence the actions that people take when they plan). 
As doctoral students I expect you to come to the seminar meetings prepared to discuss the ideas. I expect to use the online Courseinfo Blackboard interface. I encourage all students, and especially those for whom English is a second language, to prepare written notes for each class and post these to the internet. The notes should include questions, arguments and interpretations that focus on theoretical relationships and issues tied to the assigned readings or other related readings. The success of the seminar depends profoundly on your intellectual participation in oral and written thought. 
Pedagogy

Initially, I conceived four basic course designs and solicited feedback from prospective students: 

1. Study different topics using related readings from different theoretical viewpoints. Students learn a little about many ideas. 

2. Study a more limited set of different theoretical arguments or debates. Students learn to conduct in these debates in their own words and how to compare different theoretical ideas as part of ongoing discourse. Students read original works and the written responses the work inspired -- both pro and con.

3. Study the emergence and development of a few theoretical ideas within different fields of inquiry. The history of an idea or set of ideas usually includes knowledge about the arguments and knowledge about disciplinary, institutional and other contextual relationships that shaped the origin and development of the ideas. Students focus on a few ideas in great depth; reading several books by different authors about the same topic over an extended period of time (thiry years or so). This combines books about the ideas with books about the relevant historical context.

4. Students focus on the entire work of several prominent planning theorists. Students each read the entire work of two theorists. We learn how ideas take shape and change from within the viewpoint of a single theorist. Students learn ideas in the context of individual intellectual and professional development.
Course Focus

The course combines some of each orientation, but mainly adopts the second approach: coverage of four thematic areas using four textbooks. The four include intellectual problems and theories proposed to resolve these within the field of planning theory and public policy. Students will select cases or research scholarship to provide examples of research influenced by the problems and theory associated with each theme. 
1. Introduction

2. Thinking about theory


Theory as enlightenment: justify belief

Theory as tool: improve prediction and control

Theory as insight: improve understanding and fulfillment


Theory as guide (map or journey): discover useful pattern or sequence

Theory as a kind of vocabulary: what do we use this concept to do?

3. Thinking about planning: four dimensions and four challenges

Rationality and reason: Does planning offer more and better knowledge?

Advising and communicating: How does planning work for us as advice?

Seeking collective order: How do we conceive interdependent change? 

Anticipating the future: How do we cope with uncertainty?
4. Problems tied to powers of knowing [Validity & Reliability of Representation]

a. Research examples that use rational tools to reduce error, bias and stupidity



How do the analysts frame their inquiry? Purpose and Assumptions


How do the analysts structure their argument? Rational Persuasion


How do the analysts select and justify their method? 


How do the analysts describe the importance of their findings?


b. Theoretical debates about rationality in planning
Cognitive small p planning and collective large p planning


Procedure versus substance 

Causes versus reasons

5. Problems making sense of knowledge [Interpretation for advice]
a. Research examples analyzing and evaluating the efficacy of advice or plans


How do the analysts frame their inquiry?



How do the analysts structure their argument?



How do the analysts select and justify their method?



How do the analysts describe the importance of their findings?


b. Theoretical debates about communication and power in planning
Policy versus planning


Morality versus reason



Ideology versus truth

6. Spatial complexity, interdependence and indivisibility [Models & Meaning]
a. Research examples analyzing collective order and public good for planning


How do the analysts frame their inquiry?



How do the analysts structure their argument?



How do the analysts select and justify their method?



How do the analysts describe the importance of their findings?


b. Theoretical debates about complexity problems and planning



Systems approach versus complexity



Market approach versus state authority



Private goods, public goods and common goods

7. Temporal complexity, uncertainty and irreversibility [Simulations & Scenarios]
a. Research examples analyzing future uncertainties and efforts to plan for future


How do the analysts frame their inquiry?



How do the analysts structure their argument?



How do the analysts select and justify their method?



How do the analysts describe the importance of their findings?


b. Theoretical debates about uncertainty, irreversibility and the future



Social meaning and human learning

Prediction, forecasting versus scenario building
8. Integrating the four aspects of planning theory: 
How do we understand and improve rational advice that prepares us for future collective uncertainty?


Strategies for 

improving rationality including reliability, validity, objectivity


 
improving advice including relevance, clarity, efficiency, liberty, justice…


improving our grasp of collective order and public good


improving our effort to envision and anticipate the future in useful ways

Linking theory and research inquiry
Assignments
Class discussion accounts for 30 percent of your grade including both posting to the blackboard site discussion board as well as course discussion. Each week a few students will have responsibility for leading discussion. 

There will be three written 10 page papers for the course where students compare the use of theoretical ideas in empirical arguments about planning. These will account for 70 percent of the final grade.

