UPP and PA 588: Research Design and Program Evaluation
Course Syllabus
Fall 2009: Thursday, 12:00 – 3:00 p.m.

Room 2234 2ADH

Instructor:
Brenda Parker

(312) 996-2167

bkparker@uic.edu
Office Hours and Location

Tuesday and Friday: 12:00 -3:00 

By Appointment

242 Cuppa Hall

Course Overview
This course is designed to help you attain the skills, sensibilities, and savvy to become a good researcher. Throughout the semester, you will be exposed to a variety of research design strategies and associated methodologies and techniques. My intention is not for you to become an expert in one or all techniques, but rather that you will become a critical consumer of research. This is the first step in accumulating the knowledge and skills you need to conduct your own research projects. We will spend a good amount of time analyzing and critiquing various research studies, in order to evaluate and understand the selections made by the researcher and the overall results.  We will also look at a range of approaches to program evaluation, a particular form of research. In the final stages of the class, you will be asked to create a research proposal that reflects your own interests along with the knowledge and skills you have acquired throughout the semester.
Learning Objectives:

At the conclusion of this course, students should be able to:

· Understand the key components of research and evaluation design 
· Identify the beliefs and claims about knowledge that underpin particular research strategies and projects
· Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of specific design strategies for research and evaluation (including the whole and the parts, such as use of literature and theory, methods, data, and analysis)

· Define, give the significance of, and use key concepts in research ethics (particularly but not exclusively research with human subjects) as they apply to research and evaluation design.

· Design and be able to describe (and justify your choices) a research design for a specific research project.
Course Design

We will meet once weekly.  The course will be a blend of readings, lectures, guest lectures, and large group and small group discussions.  To be a full participant, you need to have completed the readings and assignments, to come to class with questions or comments, and to engage with course and guest lectures and discussions. Your full participation as both a discussion leader and a class participant will be expected during the semester, and will help make this an interesting and provocative class for all students. I encourage lively, honest, respectful debate and discussion, as it contributes to a positive learning environment.

The syllabus should be considered as a general guide to the course. If reorganization is needed or if new opportunities arise to meet the course goals or address the learning needs of students (such as guest speakers or current events), we will adapt the course accordingly.
Grading
Participation (and therefore attendance) is an important part of this class. Because participation is so important to this class, if you miss more than two classes, your grade will be significantly affected. 

Short Papers and Assignments



60%

Presentations and Participation


15%

Final Research Proposal (s)



25%

Each paper/assignment will be graded separately according to defined criteria. All papers are due on the designated date. One point will be deducted for each day that the assignment is late. Papers will not be accepted 7 days after the due date. 

Required Texts

Creswell, J. 2009. Research Design: Qualitative, Quantitative and Mixed Method Approaches, Third Edition. Sage: New York
Babbie, E. 2007. The Practice of Social Research, 11th edition. Belmont, CA: Thomson Wadsworth.
Kuhn, T.  1995. The Structure of Scientific Revolutions, Third Edition. Chicago: University of Chicago Press
Other Texts

Rossi, P., H., Freeman, Howard E., Lipsey, Mark. W. 2004. Evaluation: A Systematic Approach, 7th edition. Thousand Oaks: Sage Publications..
Shaddish, William R., Cook, Thomas D., Campbell, Donald T. 2002. Experimental and Quasi-Experimental Designs for Generalized Causal Inference. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company. 
Class Schedule
August 27:

Overview of Class 
September 3: 

Structure of Inquiry: Readings in Philosophy of Science 
Babbie, Chapters 1 and 2

Readings on Blackboard

September 10: 
Structure of Inquiry: Readings in Philosophy of Science Continued
Kuhn, The Structure of Scientific Revolutions.
Readings on Blackboard
Assignment: Group Presentations
September 17:  
Research Questions and Literature Review

Creswell, J. Chapter 1, 2, 5, and 7  
Readings on Blackboard
Assignment Due: Structure of Inquiry Paper 

September 24:  
Research Design and Methods
Guest Speaker: Mary Feeney, Assistant Professor, Public Administration, UIC

Creswell, Chapter 1 and 3. 
Babbie, Chapter 4. Research Design
Readings on Blackboard
Assignment: Weekly Reaction Paper
October 1: 
Research Ethics and Introduction to Qualitative Methods and Interviews 
Babbie, Chapter 3.

Creswell, Chapter 9

Readings on Blackboard
Assignment: Weekly Reaction Paper
October 8: 
Qualitative Methods: Use of Theory, Case Studies and Extended Case Method
Readings on Blackboard
Assignment: Weekly Reaction Paper

October 15: 

Qualitative Methods: Ethnography, Case Studies, and Field Work
Guest Speaker: Michelle Boyd, Associate Professor, African American Studies, UIC

Guest Speaker: Ratoola Kundu, PhD Candidate, UPP, UIC
	





Babbie, Chapter 14. Qualitative Data Analysis




Readings on Blackboard 



October 19: Assignment: Qualitative Book Review
October 22:  

Qualitative Methods: Wrap Up




Introduction to Program Evaluation and Experimental Design
Guest Speakers: Matthew Clifford and Chris Brandt, Learning Point Associates
Babbie, Chapter 12

Readings on Blackboard 
Assignment: Weekly Reaction Paper
October 29: 

Program Evaluation and Quasi-Experimental Design



Babbie, Chapter 14. Quantitative Data Analysis. 




Readings on Blackboard




Assignment: Research Question Paper
November 5: 

Program Evaluation and Randomized Assignments




Guest Speaker: Manorama Mocherla Khare, PhD



Center for Research on Women and Gender, UIC

Readings on Blackboard

Assignment: Weekly Reaction Paper
November 12: 
Program Evaluation: Mixed Methods, Quasi-Experimental Design, and Examples

Guest Speaker: Manorauma Mocherla Khare, PhD

Creswell, Chapter 10

Readings on Blackboard 
Assignment: Weekly Reaction Paper
November 19:  
Program Evaluation: Wrap Up

Writing and Refining Research Proposals and Reports 



Peer Review 

Creswell, Chapter 4.
Babbie, Chapter 5 and Chapter 6

Readings on Blackboard
November 26: 
NO CLASS THANKSGIVING BREAK
December 3: 

Individual Presentations of Research Project

December 11:

Final Research Proposal Due (see Blackboard for Requirements)

UPP 588 Assignments

Written Assignments
Structure of Inquiry Paper: (5 pages):  Briefly and succinctly compare and contrast how the different schools of thought reviewed in the readings approach the question of when we reject theory and why. Be sure to first identify and outline the main argument for each school of thought before doing any comparison and contrast. 15 points
Weekly Reaction Papers (2 pages): Most weeks, we will read one or two research studies or proposals. You will be asked to submit a 2 page reaction paper based on these readings. This paper should summarize and analyze and critique the study, especially in regard to the topics of discussion for the week. For example, if the topic of the week is ‘literature review,’ then you want to pay particular attention to the merits and deficits of the research study in this area. (e.g. Has the author gathered the appropriate literature? Is the literature review compelling and interesting? What questions does it raise for you as an author). Your papers will serve as the springboard for class discussion. 15 points total.
Research Question Paper (5 pages):  Write a short paper in which you propose a research question of interest and summarize the relevant theory and literature. 15 points. 
Qualitative Book or Dissertation Review (5 pages): You will be asked to submit a 5 page ‘book review’ of a qualitative dissertation or book. You are to analyze and critique the book/dissertation based on its content and overall significance, and, importantly, upon the methodology and research design invoked. You should draw upon the readings and discussions in class to conduct your critique. 15 points. 
Research Proposal (15-20 pages): You need to prepare a research proposal and submit it at the end of the semester. 25 points. 
Presentations
Group Presentation/Facilitation:  Each group should read their assigned readings and prepare a short (1 page) written overview and critique of key ideas expressed by the author(s). Your group will lead a short class discussion on the material (amount of time to be determined in advance).

Individual presentations (1): Each person will prepare a concise presentation for class on the final proposal s/he has developed. The presentation must include a 1 page handout, and may also utilize PowerPoint, though it must be kept within a short timeframe. A more detailed description of each presentation will be provided in class and posted on Blackboard.
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