PLANNING GREAT CITIES: UPP 202

Fall 2010
Instructor Charlie Daas

M and W 11:00 am –12:10 pm 

   



 
Class: Art and Design Hall 2232  

Phone:  312-355-0204; email: cdaas@uic.edu

Office: CUPPA Hall, 412 S. Peoria, Second Floor, Room 260


(North of the Eisenhower Expressway and of the CTA Blue line middle 


entrance on Peoria Street).
Office Hours:  By appointment.  My mailbox is on the second floor.
Course Description from the Undergraduate Catalog


“202 Planning Great Cities. 3 Hours. What makes a city great, how cities change, can cities be planned, and how planners plan; characteristics of Great Cities and current urban planning issues. “

Course Overview


Like any living organism, cities are organic and constantly evolving.  In this course, we will examine the multitude of factors that lead to the health and vitality of cities – immigration/migration, poverty, race, culture, environment, economics, and how planners and policy makers respond using tools to affect housing, land use, physical planning, employment, transportation and the environment.  We will look at why some cities thrive and others falter, and how some cities are signaling important new trends in urban form.  Our readings will be drawn from past and present urban planning theorists, writers, observers, architects and journalists with emphasis placed on connecting class readings to your lives as residents of a great city—Chicago.  The course is broadly divided into four content areas: defining a (great) city, social groups in cities, social institutions in cities and new urban forms.  It examines both planning theory and action, and examines the changing roles of individuals, government, the market, and nonprofit organizations in the planning process.  The course focuses on “great cities” of both the U.S. and the world, and on their current urban planning issues.

Course Goals


The primary goals of the course for students are:

· To write, reflect upon, and analyze larger social policy issues

· To provide readings and background materials about planning research, methodology, and theory;

· To connect classroom ideas and assignments to communities in which you live, work, and travel;

· To gain an understanding of what factors you feel are most important in planning and maintaining a great city.

Required Readings

There is one textbook:  Myron Levine.  2009.  Annual Editions:  Urban Society.  14th edition.  Dubuque, Iowa:  McGraw-Hill.  ISBN #0078127718.   The book is available in the campus bookstore.  There will be additional required readings from various sources, both academic and popular.  All of the readings that are not in the textbooks will be available online through Blackboard, through the UIC Library site, or will be distributed in class.

 


Please complete the readings prior to the class for which they are assigned.  You will be required to be familiar with and to incorporate the readings into the writing assignments.

Important Dates

Monday August 23rd 

First day of class

Monday, September 6th 

No Class—Labor Day

Wednesday, September 29th  

Paper Thesis and Bibliography Due

Wednesday, October 8th 

Mid-Term Exam

Wednesday, November 8th

Research Paper is due in class

November 22nd, 24th, 29th and December 1
Class presentations of Papers

Wednesday, December 1st

Last Day of Class

Wednesday, December 1st

Final Exam Due
Requirement: Writing


There is one core written assignment for the class: a Class Research Paper.  The guidelines for the research paper are posted on the class Blackboard site.  In order to prepare yourself for the paper, you will be required to respond to periodic written assignments/observations made through the Blackboard site.  Fine tuning your research and writing skills are a core purpose of the course.  The UIC Writing Center is an important resource for students who wish to improve their writing skills.  The trained student tutors will assist you in writing, providing feedback in a one-on-one setting.  It is located at 100 Douglas Hall, and its phone number is (312) 413-2206. Its web address is http://www.uic.edu/depts/engl/writing/.      
Requirement:  Attendance and Class Participation


Attendance and participation are required.  If you must miss class, be sure to get notes from another student.  Because class participation is 25% of your grade, students are expected to actively participate in all discussions; participation will be measured by students’ preparation, including having notes and readings in-hand, and engaging in the discussions.  Due to the size of the class and past performance, the class will be divided up into six groups of five students to enhance group participation.  If I find that the class or the group is not prepared for the discussion, you can expect a quiz. 

Grading  


Grading will be based on a system of 200 points, with each course requirement weighted as follows:

Class Participation



25 points

(Includes group participation, quizzes and peer grading of class presentations)


Neighborhood Map



25 points


Mid-Term Exam



50 points

Class Research Paper


50 points


Final Exam – Take Home


50 points 


Total possible points =    


200 points

Grades will be assigned as follows:


Total points at the End of the Term
Letter Equivalent



180 +





A




160-179.5




B



140-159.5




C




120-139.5




D



Below 120




Fail

Important: The projects and assignments are due at the beginning of class on the dates listed in the syllabus.  Late assignments will be graded accordingly.  

Special Needs/Disabilities Accommodation


Please register with the Office of Disability Services at SSB (1200 W. Harrison St. Room 1190), 312-413-2183 or 312-413-012 if you require reasonable accommodations for access to or participation in the course.
Blackboard


This course has a site on Blackboard, the online course information site.  The syllabus, weekly writing assignments and many course documents will be posted on that site.  Students will be expected to check the Blackboard site regularly, and to check their email on a regular basis.   If you change your email address, please notify me immediately.  Please remain aware of recent news events that pertain to issues discussed in class, especially as it may relate to Blackboard postings.

TWO VIEWS OF CITIES

“America at the turn of the millennium is suffering the woeful consequences, largely unanticipated, of trying to become a drive-in utopia.  This attempt took roughly eighty years, from the end of the First World War to the brink of global warming, oil depletion, and other epochal disorders hard upon us.  The nation’s massive suburban build-out was an orgy of misspent energy and material resources that squandered our national wealth and left us with an infrastructure of daily life that, left as is, has poor prospects in the 21st century.”

The City in Mind by James Howard Kunstler

 “Chicago…forever keeps two faces; one for winners, and one for losers; one for hustlers and one for squares…One face for Go-Getters and one face for Go-Get-It-Yourselfers.  One for poets and one for promoters…One for early risers, One for evening hiders.”

Chicago: City on the Make by Nelson Algren

Syllabus (readings may be added/changed)
DEFINING A (GREAT) CITY

In this first part of the course, we examine the changing face of the city, review theories concerning the city, examine how we think of cities, and discuss the components of a great city.

Week 1: August 23 and 25 — Genesis of Cities

Monday, August 23
Overview of the course.  Read through syllabus and come in with any questions.

Blackboard: Lewis Mumford.  What is a City?  Pp. 104-107

Wednesday, August 25
Readings:

Blackboard: Jane Jacobs.  The Exploding Metropolis.  Chapter 6: Downtown is for People.  pp. 157-184

Pietro Nivola. Are Europe’s Cities Better?  Annual Editions: Urban Society, 14th edition, pp. 175-178

Week 2:  August 30 and September 2 — Genesis of Cities: Urban Forms

Monday, August 30
Readings:

Blackboard: Anthony Tung.  The Comprehensible Urban Visage – London & Paris pp. 272-317

Wednesday, September 2nd:

Readings:

Blackboard: Ebeneezer Howard.  “The Town-Country Magnet” from Garden Cities of Tomorrow (1898)

Blackboard: Kevin Lynch.  “The City Image and its Elements” from the Image of the City (1960) – introduction of out of class activity
Week 3:  September 6-8 — Labor Day; 20th Century Evolution of Cities
Monday, September 6
Readings:  no class - Labor Day Holiday
Wednesday, September 8
Readings: 

Blackboard: Moe and Wilkie: Changing Places: the Misplacing of America, pp 36-74
Week 4:  September 13 and 15 — Urban Demographics; Immigration

SOCIAL GROUPS IN THE CITY

In this section we examine the development of American cities through the lenses of class, race, and ethnicity.   

Monday, September 13

Readings: 

Read an analysis of CHA’s Plan for Transformation – “Tearing Down the Community” online through Shelterforce Magazine at 

http://www.nhi.org/online/issues/138/chicago.html   (2 pages)

Read about the destruction of the Maxwell Street Market at http://cowdery.home.netcom.com/maxwell/mamoser.html
Look at UIC Professor John Hagedorn’s analysis of the Chicago black ghetto for the past century: 

http://gangresearch.net/ChicagoGangs/gangsandghetto/chighetto20.htm
Wednesday, September 15

Readings: 

Blackboard: Adam Cohen & Elizabeth Taylor.  American Pharaoh: Mayor Richard J. Daley and his Battle for Chicago and the Nation.  Chapter 10: All of us are trying to eliminate slums.  pp. 357-399

Week 5:  September 20 and 22 — Immigration; Field Trip to Hull House
Monday, September 20

Readings:

Blackboard: John Koval and Kenneth Fidel.  The New Chicago: A Social and Cultural Analysis, 2006.  Chapter 7: Chicago: the Immigrant Capital of the Heartland.  pp.97-104

Joel Kotkin.  Movers and Shakers, Annual Editions: Urban Society, 14th edition,  pages 23-28.
Wednesday, September 22
Readings: TBA
Paper Topic and Thesis Due

Field Trip.  Meet at Jane Addams Hull-House Museum at 11:00 am.  The Museum is located at 800 South Halsted Street, just south of the East (Halsted side) entrance of Student Center East.

Week 6:  September 27 and 29 — Environmental Planning and Cities
Monday, September 27
Readings:

Calculate your carbon footprint at http://www.carbonfootprint.com/
and bring the results to class.

Cities and the Urban Environment – pp. 1-17 excerpted from Livable Cities – The Benefits of Urban Environmental Planning and accessible at http://www.unep.org/urban_environment/PDFs/LiveableCities.pdf
Wednesday, September 29
Readings:

Blackboard: Joe Kerr.  Autotopia: Trouble in Motor City.  Pp. 125-138.    

Isabelle de Pommereau.  New German Community Models Car Free Living.  Annual Editions: Urban Society, 14th edition, pp. 154-155

Week 7:  October 4-6 — Automobiles and Urban Sustainability 

Monday, October 4
Readings: 

Blackboard: JH Kay: Asphalt Nation, The Landscape of the Exit Ramp.  Pp 55-78

Anthony Downs.  Traffic: Why It’s Getting Worse, What Government Can Do.  Annual Editions: Urban Society, 14th edition, pp. 156-160

Wednesday,  October 6
Readings:

Visit the Center for Neighborhood Technology’s transportation and affordability index at http://htaindex.cnt.org/.  Look at the Chicago region’s current status.  Calculate the greenhouse gas emissions in Chicago or your region of origin.  Be prepared to come to class to discuss location efficiency and why transportation matters in urban regions.

Blackboard: Stephen Wheeler.  Planning Sustainable and Livable Cities, pp 499-508
Mid-Term Exam

Week 8:  October 11-13 — City Governance & Citizen Participation
Monday, October 11 

Readings:

Blackboard: Lois Wille.  Forever Open, Clear and Free.  Chapter 7: Daniel Burnham Makes a Plan.  pp. 82-98

Blackboard: Chicago Magazine – Daley v. Daley

Wednesday, October 13
Blackboard: Nathan Glazer.  From a Cause to a Style.  Modernist Architecture’s Encounter with the American City.  Chapter 10: What Has Happened to the City Planner, pp. 255-270

Blackboard: Robert Putnam.  Bowling Alone: America’s Declining Social Capital, pp. 120-128.  

Week 9:  October 18-20 — City Governance; Housing
Monday, October 18
Readings:


Blackboard: Paul Hawken and Amory Lovins.  Natural Capitalism, Chapter 14: Human Capitalism.  pp. 285-308 re: planning for the people of Curitiba, Brazil. 

Wednesday, October 20
Readings:
Read Allison Arieff’s article entitled “Home for Life” 
http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/08/05/home-for-life/
Blackboard: Kenneth Jackson.  “The Drive-In Culture of Contemporary America” from Crabgrass Frontier: The Suburbanization of the United States.  Pp. 59-68


Week 10:  October 25-27 — Housing  
Monday, October 25
Readings:


Blackboard: John Wasik.  “The Cul de Sac Syndrome: Turning around the Unsustainable American Dream.”  Chapter 3: How Debt Addiction fed a Housing Crisis.  
Wednesday, October 27
Blackboard: Robert Fishman.  Bourgeois Utopias.  Chapter 7: Beyond Suburbia: The Rise of the Technoburb.  pp. 182-207

Lang, LeFurgy and Nelson.  Six Suburban Eras of the United States.  Annual Editions: Urban Society, 14th edition, pp. 117-120

Week 11:  November 1-3 - Housing and Urban Trends 
Monday, November 1
Readings:


David Brooks.  Patio Man and the Sprawl People.  Annual Editions: Urban Society, 14th edition, pp. 121-128

Janet Smith.  Hope VI and the New Urbanism.  Annual Editions: Urban Society, 14th edition, pp. 137-139

Wednesday, November 3
Readings: 

Blackboard: James Howard Kuntsler: excerpt from Home from Nowhere, Chapter 5: Creating Someplace.
Be prepared to discuss the elements of your home such as style, favorite elements, location, community, etc. 
Week 12:  November 8-10 — Future Urban Trends
Monday, November 8
Readings: Research Paper due!


Listen to the NPR Report on the Opening of Chicago’s Millennium Park at 

http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=3494060
Kotkin, Joel.  2005.  “Uncool Cities.”  Prospect.  October.  Online at 

http://www.prospectmagazine.co.uk/2005/10/uncoolcities/
Bring in information about two examples of cultural and tourist attractions in Chicago.  Be prepared to discuss them.

Wednesday, November 10
Amita Baviskar.  Demolishing Delhi: World Class City in the Making; Annual Editions: Urban Society, 14th edition, pp. 169-171

Blackboard: Mike Davis.  Planet of Slums.  Ch. 3: The Treason of the State pp. 50-69

Week 13: November 15-17 — Future Urban Trends

Monday, November 15
Readings:
Blackboard: Timothy Beatley.  Green Urbanism: Learning from European Cities: Chapter 7: Urban Ecology and Strategies for Greening the Urban Environment: pp. 198-231.
Wednesday, November 17
Readings: TBA
Week 14:  November 22-24 — Class presentations
Monday, November 22

No Readings - Class presentations of Research Papers

Wednesday, November 24
No Readings - Class presentations of Research Papers
Week 15:  November 29 and December 1 — Class presentations
Monday, November 29
No Readings - Class presentations of Research Papers

Wednesday, December 1
No Readings - Class presentations of Research Papers

Last day of class.  Hand in course evaluations.
