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Course Description

Planners and urbanists seek to influence cities for the better. This makes urban space a site of action and study for our discipline in ways that are quite different from mainstream social sciences. Correspondingly, we need dynamic understandings of urban form, of the interaction between places and people, and of the role of key institutions within which our actions unfold. In addition, as our actions take place in complex and contentious environments, we must be critical consumers of a wide variety of ideas about the urban.

As part of the required core MUPP curriculum, this course will familiarize students with a wide range of disciplinary perspectives on the form and function of urban space.  We will examine recurring themes related to urbanization, including issues concerning the history of the city, how economic functions are organized between cities, the economic and social forces that shape urban form, the role of place in social identity, the nature of community, as well as the challenges of preserving urban history and of creating sustainable places.  We specifically look at the institutional environment in which planners work, to consider how the market, politics, government bureaucracy, community groups and citizens affect planners’ ability to shape and respond to problems in urban space.  Examples of persistent urban problems or interesting cases will be drawn from Chicago and elsewhere to illustrate concepts presented in class.

Course Objectives

As a student in this course, you should have accomplished the following by the end of the semester:

· You should be conversant in a range of disciplinary perspectives in urban studies and planning, and be capable of demonstrating knowledge in the following areas:
· The institutional, historical, economic, cultural, social, political, and legal relationships that shape the complex spatial and physical features of urban settlements and the various ways people interact with their physical surroundings;
· Economic theories and their application to urban and regional structure, real estate development processes and infrastructure investment;
· Theories about environmental stability, disturbance, interdependence, and diversity, and some knowledge of biological, atmospheric, and hydrologic systems in relation to sustainability of ecological systems where human settlement occurs;
· Democratic governance and activity and how these shape roles and practice of planning; and
· The institutional context for urban planning including legal knowledge and administrative knowledge and implementation, and the political, economic and institutional context that led to the adoption or submission of past planning decisions.
· You should be able to critically assess empirical statements and value judgments about urban change using those different perspectives;

· You should have deepened those critical skills by practicing them in analyses of complex urban problems.

Requirements

	ASSIGNMENT
	SHORT DESCRIPTION 
	EXPECTED PRODUCT 
	Grade
	DUE 

	1. Seeing space

	Describe a space (geographic area or particular site) using both concrete and abstract knowledge.


	Profile that conveys what the space is like, including key features and qualities using words and visual aids (6-8 pages) 


	20%
	9/22

	2. Explaining spatial patterns


	Compare and contrast how three different frameworks discussed in class would explain a controversial planning case.


	Concise report explaining each framework and a brief overview of similarities and differences found when using them to interpret the problem (10-12 pages).


	30%
	10/27

	3. INSTITUTIONAL RELATIONSHIPS 


	Examine the use of Tax Increment Financing (TIF) districts to spur development using the Near North development area.


	Report utilizing case materials and individual research (18-20 pages).
	40%
	12/4

	CLASS PARTICIPATION
	Come to class; actively participate in discussions; be prepared to organize discussion for selected readings.


	
	10%
	weekly


Please make a note – late assignments will not be accepted, and I expect all students to be in class the day an assignment is due. 
Required Materials

Readings will be drawn primarily from two required text books, both available from the UIC Bookstore:

· LeGates, Richard and Frederic Stout, eds. 2007. The City Reader. 4th ed. New York and London: Routledge.
· Platt, Rutherford H. 2004. Land Use and Society: Geography, Law and Public Policy. Washington, DC: Island Press.

Additional readings and other materials are available on the course Blackboard site.
Course Outline

Week 1 (August 25):  Ways of Seeing & Experiencing the Urban

Week 2 (September 1):  Origins & Growth of the U.S. Urban System

Readings

LeGates, Richard and Frederic Stout, eds. 2007. The City Reader. 4th ed. New York and London: Routledge. 

· V. Gordon Childe, “The Urban Revolution”, pp. 27-34.

· Kingsley Davis, “The Urbanization of the Human Population”, pp. 17-26.

Case Study: Chicago’s Place in U.S. Industrialization

Cronon, Walter. 1991. Nature’s Metropolis. New York, NY: W.W. Norton.

· Chapter 2, “Rails and Water”, pp. 55-93.

Video: “Chicago: City of the Century”

Week 3 (September 8):  Explaining Urban Form: Urban Ecology

Readings
LeGates, Richard and Frederic Stout, eds. 2007. The City Reader. 4th ed. New York and London: Routledge. 

· Ernest Burgess, “The Growth of the City”, pp. 150-157.

· W.E.B. DuBois, “The Negro Problems of Philadelphia”, pp. 103-109.

McKenzie, Roderick D. 1921. The neighborhood: A study of local life in the City of Columbus, Ohio. American Journal of Sociology 26 (2): 145-168.

Park, Robert. 1936. Human Ecology. American Journal of Sociology 42 (1): 1-15.

Week 4 (September 15):  Explaining Urban Form: Urban Economics

Readings 

Alonso, William. 1972. Location Theory. In Matthew Edel and Jerome Rothenburb, eds. 1972. Readings in Urban Economics.  New York: Macmillan, pp. 16-36.

Alonso, William. 1972. A Theory of the Urban Land Market. In Matthew Edel and Jerome Rothenburb, eds. 1972. Readings in Urban Economics.  New York: Macmillan, pp. 104-111.

LeGates, Richard and Frederic Stout, eds. 2007. The City Reader. 4th ed. New York and London: Routledge. 

· Wilbur Thompson, “The City as a Distorted Price System”, pp. 266-273.
· Michael Porter, “The Competitive Advantage of the Inner City”, pp. 274-286.

Week 5 (September 22):  Explaining Urban Form: Urban Political Economy

ASSIGNMENT #1 DUE IN CLASS.

Readings
Harvey, David. 1996. The Urban Experience. Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University Press.

· Chapter 1, “The Urbanization of Capital”, pp. 17-58.

Smith, Neil. 1996. The New Urban Frontier: Gentrification and the Revanchist City. London: Routledge.

· Chapter 3, “Local Arguments: From ‘Consumer Sovereignty’ to the Rent Gap”, pp. 51-74.

Case Study: Gentrification in Hoboken, NJ

Video: “Delivered Vacant”

Week 6 (September 29):  Changing Boundaries: Suburbanization, Regionalization

Readings
Platt, Rutherford H. 2004. Land Use and Society: Geography, Law and Public Policy. Washington, DC: Island Press.

· Chapter 6, “The Polarized Metropolis: 1945-2000”, pp. 177-.

LeGates, Richard and Frederic Stout, eds. 2007. The City Reader. 4th ed. New York and London: Routledge. 

· Kenneth Jackson, “The Drive-In Culture of Contemporary America”, pp. 59-68.

· Robert Fishman, “Beyond Suburbia: The Rise of the Technoburb”, 69-78.

Case Study: New Urbanism Tackles Sprawl
A packet of material will be available via Blackboard.

Week 7 (October 6):  NO CLASS – ACSP

Week 8 (October 13):  Changing Boundaries: Globalization & the Informational Economy

Readings 

Castells, Manuel. 1996. The Rise of the Network Society. Oxford: Blackwell Publishers. 

· Chapter 6, “The Space of Flows”, pp. 376-428.

Case Study: Is Chicago a Global City?
Moberg, David. 2004. Economic Restructuring: Chicago’s Precarious Balance. In The New Chicago, Larry Bennett and J. Koval eds. Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press.
Week 9 (October 20):  Changing Boundaries: Urban Sustainability
Readings

LeGates, Richard and Frederic Stout, eds. 2007. The City Reader. 4th ed. New York and London: Routledge. 

· Stephen Wheeler, “Planning Sustainable and Livable Cities”, pp. 499-509.

Portney, Kent E. 2003. Taking Sustainable Cities Seriously. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press.
· Chapter 1, “Sustainability, Sustainable Economic Development, and Sustainable Communities: The Conceptual Foundations of Sustainable Cities”, pp. 1-29.

Case Study: Ecological Planning in Toronto

Crombie, David. 1992. Regeneration: Toronto’s Waterfront and the Sustainable City. Final Report of the Royal Commission on the Future of the Toronto Waterfront. Toronto, Ontario.

· Chapter 1, “The Ecosystem Approach”, pp. 19-61.

Week 10 (October 27):  Urban Cultures of Modernity

Readings

LeGates, Richard and Frederic Stout, eds. 2003. The City Reader. 3rd ed. New York and London: Routledge. 
· Louis Wirth, “Urbanism as a Way of Life”, pp. 90-97.

· Jane Jacobs, “The Uses of Sidewalks: Safety”, pp. 98-102.

· William H. Whyte, “The Design of Spaces”, pp. 448-455

· Robert Putnam, “Bowling Alone: America’s Declining Social Capital”, pp. 120-128.

· Ali Madanipour, “Social Exclusion and Space”, pp. 158-165.
Case Study: Bryant Square Park, New York

Zukin, Sharon. 1995. The Cultures of Cities. Cambridge, MA: Blackwell. Chapter 1, “Whose Culture? Whose City?”, pp. 24-48.

Week 11 (November 3):  Home, Neighborhood and Community
ASSIGNMENT #2 DUE IN CLASS.

Readings 

Barros, Benjamin. 2004. Home as a legal concept. Santa Clara Law Review 46 (January): 1-38.

LeGates, Richard and Frederic Stout, eds. 2007. The City Reader. 4th ed. New York and London: Routledge. 

· Andres Duany and Elizabeth Plater-Zyberk, "The Neighborhood, the District and the Corridor", pp. 192-196.
Dolores Hayden, “What Would a Non-Sexist City Be Like? Speculations on Housing, Urban Design and Human Work”, mimeo. 
Wilson, David, Wouters, Jared, and Dennis Grammenos. 2004. Successful protect-community discourse: Spatiality and politics in Chicago’s Pilsen neighborhood. Environment & Planning A, 36 (7): 1173-1190.
Case Study: The Eruv Conflict in Tenafly, NJ

A packet of newspaper articles will be available via Blackboard.

Week 12 (November 10):  The Public

Readings 

LeGates, Richard and Frederic Stout, eds. 2007. The City Reader. 4th ed. New York and London: Routledge. 

· “First-Person Accounts of Nineteenth-Century Political Bosses and Machines”, pp. 213-224.

· Paul Davidoff, “Advocacy and Pluralism in Planning”, pp. 388-398.

· Sherry Arnstein, “A Ladder of Citizen Participation”, pp. 235-243.

Case Study: World Trade Center Redevelopment
A packet of material will be available via Blackboard.

Week 13 (November 17):  Government Role, Structure & Finance
Readings
Platt, Rutherford H. 2004. Land Use and Society: Geography, Law and Public Policy. Washington, DC: Island Press.

· Chapter 3, “The Historic Roots of Modern Land Use Institutions”, pp. 55-94.

· Chapter 8, “The Tapestry of Local Governments”, pp. 236-267.

Hoch, Charles, Linda C. Dalton and Frank S. So, eds. The Practice of Local Government Planning. 3rd edition. Washington, D.C.: International City/County Management Association.
       Chapter 16, "Budgeting and Finance", pp. 401-419.

LeGates, Richard and Frederic Stout, eds. 2007. The City Reader. 4th ed. New York and London: Routledge. 

       Myron Orfield, “Fiscal Equity”, pp. 287-299.
Tiebout, Charles. 1972. A Pure Theory of Local Expenditure. In Matthew Edel and Jerome Rothenburb, eds. Readings in Urban Economics.  New York: Macmillan, pp. 513-522.

Week 14 (November 24):  NO CLASS - THANKSGIVING
Week 15 (December 1):  Property Rights & Planning’s Police Power
Readings

Platt, Rutherford H. 2004. Land Use and Society: Geography, Law and Public Policy. Washington, DC: Island Press.

· Chapter 2, “The Interaction of Geography and Law”, pp. 28-62

· Chapter 7, “Property Rights: The Owner as Planner”, pp. 209-235.

· Chapter 9, “Local Zoning and Growth Management”, pp. 260-290.

· LeGates, Richard and Frederic Stout, eds. 2007. The City Reader. 4th ed. New York and London: Routledge. 

· Edward Kaiser and David Godschalk, “Twentieth Century Land Use Planning: A Stalwart Family Tree”, pp. 366-386.

ASSIGNMENT #3 DUE FRIDAY, DECEMBER 4.[image: image1.png]
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