UPP 521: Globalization and International Planning II: Comparative Planning and Policies 

Fall 2010: Thursday, 6:00-9.00 pm, Room 2LH 301

Sanjeev Vidyarthi

217 CUPPA Hall

svidy@uic.edu
Office hours: By appointment

Course description

A simple proposition, advanced by recent scholarship on globalization, that the concept of nation-state is losing relevance determines the central question we seek to answer in this course: How sub and supranational entities like regions, such as Flanders and Basque, city-states, such as Singapore and Dubai, and multinational entities, such as the European Union (EU), plan for development in this scenario. In other words, this course explores the evolution of contemporary development policies and practices at different political and spatial scales in the World beyond the United States.

Our enquiry revolves around two pivots. First, we will concentrate on the postwar period, when the idea of development gained currency, in order to examine how the gradual erosion of national jurisdictions came about. The development plans for Flanders and the EU, which eat into the federal government of Belgium’s authority to plan, for instance, are a good example of this phenomenon. Second, and in line with our disciplinary grounding, we will focus on how the implementation of such development plans has shaped the growth of cities, urban regions, and patterns of spatial development over time. 

Course objectives

At the conclusion of this course, students should have accomplished the following:

1. Students should have comprehended different approaches/models to developmental planning including those advanced by multinational agreements, such as North America (NAFTA), South-East Asia (ASEAN), and Latin America (Mercosur). They should also understand the similarities and differences in assumptions these models make, and be able to debate their economic, social, and environmental implications.

2. Students should be able to conceptualize how development models have gradually evolved in order to accommodate more recent concerns such as ‘sustainability’ and ‘social justice.’  They should also be able to highlight how the introduction of these objectives has catalyzed changes in spatial development of areas operating within different development models. 
3. Students should be able to evaluate the medium and long-term development prospects of an area that adapts a particular model of development. They should also be able to present their findings in a professional manner (reports and power-point presentations) to a ‘client’ such as a development agency or an institution. 

4. Finally, the overarching objective of this course is to promote and mentor students’ interest and scholarship of a particular country and area.
Course requirements and evaluation

This course builds on the foundations laid by UPP 520. The students are expected to be familiar with the broad contours of development studies, issues of post-colonial countries, and theories about imperialism, modernism, and internationalism. 

Given the nature of our explorations, the course is organized as a combination of lectures, discussions, and research seminars. Each class will consist of part lecture, part seminar-style discussion and presentation led by students. Towards the latter, the students are expected to use relevant material/findings from the independent research projects they will carry out during this course. Your performance in this course will be evaluated in the following manner:

1. One mid-term paper (8-10 pages, and a brief presentation; 20% of the final grade) that describes the research question(s), methodology, and the expected outcomes. You should begin by choosing a region, and its pertinent sector, depending upon the final project you plan to undertake. This paper should also clearly describe the planning scales (e.g., NAFTA and Mexico City) you will eventually probe and the probable research questions you might pursue such as: To what extent and in what ways has NAFTA’s economic development policies influenced the recent growth of industrial land-use in the urban region of Mexico City? You should also briefly explain the proposed methodology. Your colleagues and the instructor will provide feedback on your research strategy (around 10 minutes long presentation).

2. Final presentation and paper (35% of the final grade). Apart from the points described above, your final paper (~ 20-25 pages) and presentation (~ 20 minutes) should also highlight the areas of agreement and contention between policies at sub and supranational levels and their influence on the cities and urban regions. The final product should meet the professional standards of a development organization like the World Bank. Alternatively, you can think of the final outcomes along the lines of a report, an international planning consulting firm might prepare for its clients.

3. Area study (social, political, historical, and economic context of the chosen locale): (15% of the final grade): Students will present the contextual background (relevant to their projects) of their chosen locales to the class on a rolling basis (two per week starting September 16th) in a fifteen minute long presentation.

4. Class participation and weekly postings (30% of the final grade). Given the exploratory orientation of this course, and its seminar-style format, your self-motivation to initiate and participate in class discussions is crucial. You will lead the discussion in one session on a self-selected basis and post reaction papers on Black Board (1-2 page) reflecting on the weekly readings and their connection with your project.

Course Text
There are no mandatory textbooks for this course. Readings for this course consist of chapters from edited volumes, sections of several books and several scholarly articles. All the required readings are available on Blackboard.  However, students are advised to consult the following books, available at the Daley library, for a wider exposure.

1. Duina, Fransesco. 2007. The Social Construction of Free Trade: The European Union, NAFTA, and Mercosur. Princeton University Press.
2. Gilbert, Christopher and David Vines. (Eds.). 2000. The World Bank: Structure and Policies. Cambridge University Press.
3. Krause, Lawrence. 1968. The Common Market: Progress and Controversy. Prentice Hall. 
4. Krueger, Anne O. (Ed.). 1998. The WTO as an International Organization. Chicago University Press.
5. Mee, Charles L. 1984. Marshal Plan: The Launching of the Pax Americana.

Simon and Schuster.  
6. Nesadurai, H. 2003. Globalisation, Domestic Policies, and Regionalism: The ASEAN Free Trade Area. Routledge.
7. Pastor, Robert A. 2001. Towards A North American Community. Institute for International Economics.
8. Staples, Amy L.S. 2006. The Birth of Development. Kent University Press.
9. Wallace, H. and W. Wallace. 2005. Policy Making in the European Union. Oxford University Press.
10.  Norgaard, Richard B. 1994. Development Betrayed. Routledge.

11.  Sanyal, Bishwapriya. (Ed.). 2005. Comparative planning cultures. Routledge.
Office hours
By prior appointment through email. The instructor is available to meet and discuss issues that are of interest to you. Students are encouraged to be proactive and seek appointments as often as needed during the course of their study.

Academic Integrity

Plagiarism—intentionally or knowingly representing the words or ideas of another person as one’s own without proper acknowledgement—will not be tolerated. UIC’s policy regarding academic integrity will be adhered to in dealing with students who plagiarize or cheat.  Please review the guidelines on academic integrity, and the consequences for violating it, at:

http://www.vcsa.uic.edu/MainSite/departments/dean_of_students/Our+Services/Student+Judicial+Affairs.htm.

Special Needs/Disabilities Accommodation

Please register with the Office of Disability Services at SSB (1200 W. Harrison St. Room 1190), 312-413-2183 or 312-413-012 if you require reasonable accommodations for access to or participation in the course.

Schedule of Classes
Week two (2nd September): Introduction and overview

We will begin by setting up the contours of the debate for the following weeks. We will discuss the roots of the idea of development, and the formulation of Marshall plan.

Readings:

Mee, Charles L. 1984. Marshal Plan: The Launching of the Pax Americana.

Simon and Schuster
Staples, Amy L.S. 2006. The Birth of Development. Kent University Press

Week three (9th September): The World Bank and WTO

We will discuss the structure and policies of the World Bank, the role of WTO and their role in trade and development.

Readings:

Gilbert, Christopher and David Vines. (Eds.). 2000. The World Bank: Structure and

Policies. Cambridge University Press.

Krueger, Anne O. (Ed.). 1998. The WTO as an International Organization. Chicago

University Press.
Week four (16th September): The idea of Free trade and Regional Trade Associations

We will discuss the conceptual underpinnings of ‘free trade’ and how this idea influenced the formation of regional blocks.

Reading:
Duina, Fransesco. 2007. The Social Construction of Free Trade: The European Union,

NAFTA, and Mercosur. Princeton University Press.
Week five (23rd September): NAFTA and ASEAN
This week we will examine the formation of North American and South-East Asian trade agreements.

Readings:

Nesadurai, H. 2003. Globalisation, Domestic Policies, and Regionalism: The ASEAN

Free Trade Area. Routledge.
Pastor, Robert A. 2001. Towards A North American Community. Institute for

International Economics.

Week six (30th September): China’s Urban billion

This week we will examine the rapid urban expansion in China and its implications for economic and spatial planning.

Readings:

McKinsey Global Institute. 2009. Preparing for China’s Urban Billion. (Read Executive

Summary)

Campanella, Thomas J. 2008. The Concrete Dragon. Princeton Architectural Press.

Wu, Weiping and Shahid Yusuf. 2004. Shanghai: Remaking China’s future global city. In

Josef Gugler (Ed.) World Cities beyond the West. Cambridge University Press.
Week seven (7th October): Mid-term presentations and feedback
Week eight (14th October): Instructor out-of-town, No Class
Week nine (21st October): EU’s formation and its policy-making
Our focus now turns on European Union.

Readings:

Krause, Lawrence. 1968. The Common Market: Progress and Controversy. Prentice

Hall. 
Wallace, H. and W. Wallace. 2005. Policy Making in the European Union. Oxford


University Press.

Week ten (28th October): European Spatial Development Plan (ESDP)
This week we will discuss the making of ESDP.

Readings:

Atkinson, R. 2001. ‘The Emerging ‘Urban Agenda’ and the European Spatial

Development Perspective: Towards an EU Urban Policy?’ European Planning

Studies vol. 9, no. 3: 385-406.

Albrecht, Louis, Patsy Healey, and Klaus R. Kunzmann. 2003. Strategic Spatial

Planning and Regional Governance in Europe. Journal of American Planning

Association vol. 69, no.2: 113: 129.

Week eleven (4th November): Globalization, Spatial equity and the making of ESDP 
This week we will discuss how the issues of spatial equity and globalization shaped the making of ESDP.
Readings:
Brenner, Neil. 1999. Globalization as Reterritorialisation: The rescaling of urban

governance in the European Union. Urban Studies, vol. 35, no. 3: 431-451.

Kunzmann, Klaus R. 1998. Planning for spatial equity in Europe. International Planning

Studies, vol. 3, No. 1: 101-121
Week twelve (11th November): ESDP and the making of Flemish Diamond
This week we will discuss how the ESDP has shaped the development plan of Flanders region in Belgium.
Readings:

Albrechts, Louis. 2001. How to proceed from image and discourse to action: As applied

to the Flemish Diamond. Urban Studies vol. 38, no. 4: 733-745.

Albrechts, Louis and Greit Lievois. 2004. The Flemish Diamond: Urban network in the

making. European Planning Studies vol. 12, no. 3: 351-370
Week thirteen (18th November): Summing up and feedback
This week we will reflect upon the lessons we learnt and discuss new questions and future directions. 

Readings:

Dichter, Thomas W. 2003. Despite Good Intentions. University of Massachusetts Press.

Norgaard, Richard B. 1994. Development Betrayed. Routledge.

Parker, Ian. 2010. The Poverty Lab. The New Yorker (May 17th issue). 
Sanyal, Bishwapriya. (Ed.). 2005. Comparative planning cultures. Routledge.

Week fourteen (25thth November): No class, Thanks giving
Week fifteen: Final assignment due on December 2nd
Schedule for final presentations

December 2nd: 6 to 9 pm

December 9th:  6 to 9 pm
PAGE  
1

