UPP 550 Physical Planning I: 
Theoretical Foundation

Urban Design Track

Fall 2010
4 Credit Hours

Thursday: 9-12 PM 

Location: 2ADH 2232
CRN: 13892
Class limit 25 students 

Instructor: 

Dr. Kheir Al-Kodmany, 

Associate Professor

Instructor

Dr. Kheir Al-Kodmany, 

Associate Professor 

Co-Director of Urban Data Visualization Laboratory

Email: Kheir@uic.edu,  

Website: http://tigger.uic.edu/~kheir/
Address: Room 237, CUPPA Hall, 412 south Peoria Street, Chicago, 60607-7065

Office hours: Tuesday 4:00-6:00.  For communication please use email not phone.   I am also available for meeting by appointments.

Class Overview
This is an introductory class in the physical planning specialization, the urban design track.  It addresses basic concepts of the built environment, issues, and concerns.  The concepts addressed in this class are going to be utilized in almost all physical planning courses.  It is also likely to be useful for other areas of specializations in the urban planning program as well as other disciplines such as environmental design.  As such, the course provides a wide foundation that would be considered important and essential to grasp wide-range of urban design concepts.

Objectives
· Understand basic concepts of urban design related to likeability, imageability, the public realm, urban scale, hierarchy, density, urban form, patterns, dimensions, relationships, the social life of urban space, and more.

· Earn first-hand experience by interacting and observing urban spaces.

· Cover an extensive foundational and fundamental readings on urban design including: Historical precedents for the urban design field; Normative theory of good city form; place theories in urban design; dimensions of placemaking; typology and morphology in urban design; contemporary challenges and responses; elements of the public realm; and practice and process.

· Engage the class with some of the instructor’s research concerning the recent high-rise development around the world through his forthcoming book. 

Requirements
· Project One: Urban likeability
· Project Two: Readings

· Project Three: Readings
· Attendance 

Grade Distributions
Project One:




25%
Project Two:




30%

Project Three:




30%

Attendance




15%

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Total





100%

Attendance Policy

All students start out with 15 attendance points. You lose two points for the first absence, four points for the second absence, eight points for the third absence and 15 points for the fourth absence. Be sure and sign in for each class you attend. 

Late Submission Policy

You are required to submit PowerPoint Presentation and Paper by the second day of the presentation.  You will lose a letter grade on the project for each late day as follows:

A becomes B

B becomes C

C becomes D

D becomes E

E becomes F
Required textbook

· The Urban Design Reader.  Edited by Michael Larice and Elizabeth Macdonald.  Routledge: New York.   (Should be available at UIC bookstore)
· Reshaping the City: The New Roles of the High-Rise in the Vertical Age.   Kheir Al-Kodmany and Mir Ali.  Forthcoming.  (Instructor will provide copies).  

Recommended textbooks:

· Urban Design for an Urban Century: Placemaking for People.  Lance Jay Brown, David Dixon, and Oliver Gillham (2009).   John Wiley & Sons, Inc: New Jersey. 

· Urban Design Futures.  Edited by Malcolm Moor and Jon Rowland (2008).  Routledge, Taylor and Francis Group: London.

· Companion to Urban Design.  Tridib Banerjee, Anastasia Loukaitou-Sideris; Routledge; forthcoming.  

Class Calendar

	Thursday
	26-Aug


	Class Introduction; Logistics, Projects
Project One Introduction: Urban likeability

	Project One: Urban Likeability

	Thursday
	2-Sep


	On-Site Observations and Photographing, in the field
	

	Thursday
	9-Sep


	On-Site Observations and Photographing, in the field
	

	Thursday
	16-Sep


	Presentations--Project One
	

	Thursday
	23-Sep


	Presentations--Project One
	

	Thursday
	30-Sep


	Readings: Chapters (Parts One and Two)
	Project Two: 
Required Book 1, reading

	Thursday
	7-Oct


	Readings: Chapters (Parts Three and Four)
	

	Thursday
	14-Oct


	Readings: Chapters (Parts Five and Six)
	

	Thursday
	21-Oct


	Readings: Chapters (Parts Seven and Eight)
	

	Thursday
	28-Oct


	Readings: Chapters 1-3
	Project Three: 
Required Book 2 reading

	Thursday
	4-Nov


	Readings: Chapters 4-6
	

	Thursday
	11-Nov


	Readings: Chapters 7-9
	

	Thursday
	18-Nov


	Readings: Chapters 10-12
	

	Thursday
	25-Nov


	Thanksgiving—no class
	

	Thursday
	2-Dec


	Conclusions--Future Directions--Final Remarks--Wrapping up
	


Project One:

Urban Likeability 

This is a warm-up and fun project.  In this project you are going to record your first impressions of the urban environment by focusing on what you like.  Since most of you are relatively fresh in the urban design field, your first impressions are unbiased.  They are critically important since they represent the opinions and impressions of the larger lay public and users of the City.  
The premise of this exercise is that if we can identify the likeable urban features, then we can use the collected information as a guide in designing new environments and retrofitting existing ones.           

Today, attractive urban design is increasingly on demand for several reasons including the desire to join urban living by much of both younger and older folks.  Core urban areas enjoy closeness of activities and functions (work, social, entertainment, and residence).  Chicago has witnessed tremendous gentrification work that aimed at reviving urban life and improving the quality of the city’s appearance.   Also, sustainability thesis calls for compact urban living, and to combat urban sprawl; and therefore attractive environments are essential.  Further, urban cores are places that, if designed well, could attract tourists and hence generate considerable revenues to the city.   
Therefore, attractive urban design is needed so that we maintain the view that urban living is enjoyable, comfortable, and likeable.  Finding the likeable urban features will help to create attractive urban design.  You will capture these likeable elements through the lenses of your eyes and cameras.   Your pictures could talk about general views of streets, building compositions, spatial relationship, urban plazas, gardens, etc.  They could visually narrate stories.  Also, they can target specific details in the built environment that you think will make a difference in enhancing the overall urban experience (e.g. water fountain, street signage, street light, landscaping furniture, etc.).
The City of Chicago is renowned about its vibrant urban life and beautiful architecture and landscape architecture.  Recent architectural and urban design projects have reinforced this view. We would like you to pick about 40 (more or less) urban elements (including landscaping, buildings, composition of buildings, plazas, gardens, and the like) which you like very much in the City of Chicago and you think urban designers should learn from these examples.

You may decide to pick the likeable elements from all over the city or you may choose to focus on a square mile, a community, a neighbourhood, or a few blocks. 
Digital photographs are making this type of work easier since you can take virtually limitless of photographs for “free.”  We will assume that you will make about 40 observations and represent each with a minimum one photograph.  You can group these observations under themes, if you wish.  Interestingly, this project is healthy since it requires walking or cycling long miles in the search for likeable elements.

Deliverables
· PowerPoint presentations containing pictures associated with key words explaining why you like the feature(s).

· Report: About 10 double-space pages text.  The text will provide a narrative that reflects on your observations.  You may go deeper and ask yourselves why I like this or that.  Such analysis could help us to discover the underpinning reasons of urban likeability.  You may also group similar observations together so that they make up a theme, such as street landscaping, building architectural styles, canopies, entrances, greeneries, spaciousness, colour, murals, outdoor cafe, compactness, crowdedness, iconicity, and the like.   

Deadline

September 23rd.  

By this date, the instructor should receive a hard and soft copy of your projects.  You may copy your papers and presentations to the instructor’s laptop on the days of the presentations.  Alternatively, email should be fine.
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Project Two (Outline):

Readings

Each student will review and summarize two readings from the first required textbook.  We will divide the readings among ourselves.   

Deliverables:

PowerPoint presentation that helps the presenter to convey key points of the two readings.

10 pages (double space) summary, reflections, and criticism of the two readings.

Project Two (Outline):

Readings

Each student will review and summarize one chapter from the second required textbook.  We will divide the readings among ourselves.   

Deliverables:

PowerPoint presentation that helps the presenter to convey key points of the chapter.

10 pages (double space) summary, reflections, and criticism of the chapter.

Instructor’s recent research

One of my recent talks “Challenges in Planning For Hajj” discussed insurmountable challenges in planning for Hajj, the annual Muslims’ pilgrimage to Makkah.  It addressed important questions on employing technology in planning for a large-scale and complex event.  Hajj involves a series of complex spatial-temporal activities of hosting and transporting 2-3 million pilgrims through multiple sites in a week.  Spatial modeling is particularly challenging where seemingly insignificant errors could lead to immense tragedies.  The talk also reflected on the relevance of the Hajj project to emerging research in planning field post 9/11 such as emergency response to terrorism and evacuation planning.  

Another recent talk discussed the rise of Dubai, one of the most extraordinary urban transformations in history.  A decade of phenomenal growth has transformed Dubai from an unknown Middle Eastern city to a prime international destination for business and tourism. We showcased some of the city’s unprecedented developments including the man-made Palm Islands, the Dubai Waterfront, and the world’s tallest building. We  provided critical insight into emerging urban design themes and the role of the EEG (Emirates Environmental Group) in ensuring sustainable development in Dubai.

Another recent presentation addressed innovative methods in utilizing Web-based mapping and Geographic Information Systems (GIS) in public participation and community planning.  It presented a wide variety of web-based cartographic techniques to augment spatial planning and design communication.  Current GIS technologies lend themselves well to one-way communication.  While this type of system can be very useful for the government to disseminate spatial information, it is important to consider new technologies that offer opportunities to use the Web for allowing residents to voice their views about their communities.  Using examples from a university-community partnership between the University of Illinois at Chicago (UIC) and community groups in Chicago, several such new technologies were introduced and examined.  These examples showed the progression from one-way communication to two-way and three-way communication using Web-based maps.  As Web capabilities are increased, new avenues are opened for public participation in the planning process.  

Email, per Sept 13_2010

cbrown57@uic.edu,rbuell2@uic.edu,abutle3@uic.edu,ncarley@uic.edu,mcarne6@uic.edu,mcassi5@uic.edu,ccunz2@uic.edu,eczaja2@uic.edu,jeskin2@uic.edu,jhale9@uic.edu,lchogan@uic.edu,nholub3@uic.edu,tommccor@uic.edu,cnixon2@uic.edu,gradov2@uic.edu,cricks2@uic.edu,krogul2@uic.edu,esanti4@uic.edu,msobcz2@uic.edu,rtorre27@uic.edu,jvelaz8@uic.edu,cwarner2@illinois.edu,jwinte2@uic.edu
	Record
Number
	Student Name
	ID
	Reg Status
	Level
	Credits
	Grade Detail
	 

	1
	Brown, Charnice K.
	679390887
	**Web Registered**
	Graduate - Chicago
	4.000
	 
	



	2
	Buell, Robin N.
	675577542
	**Web Registered**
	Graduate - Chicago
	4.000
	 
	



	3
	Butler, Ashley B.
	655387621
	**Web Registered**
	Graduate - Chicago
	4.000
	 
	



	4
	Carley, Nathan M.
	670462862
	**Web Registered**
	Graduate - Chicago
	4.000
	 
	



	5
	Carney, Michael A.
	656436325
	**Web Registered**
	Graduate - Chicago
	4.000
	 
	



	6
	Cassidy, Margaret O.
	651686017
	**Web Registered**
	Graduate - Chicago
	4.000
	 
	



	7
	Cunz, Cecily M.
	652681912
	**Web Registered**
	Graduate - Chicago
	4.000
	 
	



	8
	Czaja, Erik H.
	652788284
	**Web Registered**
	Graduate - Chicago
	4.000
	 
	



	9
	Eskin, Jack A.
	676067075
	**Web Registered**
	Graduate - Chicago
	4.000
	 
	



	10
	Hale, Jennifer
	672440032
	**Web Registered**
	Graduate - Chicago
	4.000
	 
	



	11
	Hogan, Luke C.
	654685955
	**Web Registered**
	Graduate - Chicago
	4.000
	 
	



	12
	Holub, Nicholas G.
	678040660
	**Web Registered**
	Graduate - Chicago
	4.000
	 
	



	13
	McCormack, Thomas A.
	662880749
	**Web Registered**
	Graduate - Chicago
	4.000
	 
	



	14
	Nixon, Christopher F.
	672616062
	**Web Registered**
	Graduate - Chicago
	4.000
	 
	



	15
	Radovanovic, Goran
	660390068
	**Web Registered**
	Graduate - Chicago
	4.000
	 
	



	16
	Ricks, Cara N.
	654022175
	**Web Registered**
	Graduate - Chicago *
	4.000
	 
	



	17
	Rogulja, Karen M.
	658784173
	**Web Registered**
	Graduate - Chicago
	4.000
	 
	



	18
	Santiago, Eric A.
	679547540
	**Web Registered**
	Graduate - Chicago
	4.000
	 
	



	19
	Sobczak, Michael P.
	657037688
	**Web Registered**
	Graduate - Chicago
	4.000
	 
	



	20
	Torres, Ricardo
	664605572
	**Web Registered**
	Graduate - Chicago
	4.000
	 
	



	21
	Velazquez, Jeanette
	666763750
	**Web Registered**
	Graduate - Chicago
	4.000
	 
	



	22
	Warner, Chad M.
	657458967
	**Web Registered**
	Graduate - Chicago
	4.000
	 
	



	23
	Winters, James A.
	678708899
	**Web Registered**
	Graduate - Chicago
	4.000
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