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Fall 2010
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Tuesday 4-6:30pm
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Office Hours: TH: 2-3:15 and by appointment 

buechler@uic.edu
Latinos and Latin America in Transnational Context combines theoretical reflection and grounded studies on transnational processes.  Although recognizing that transnational or cross border forms and processes are not new, but have historical analogues, the course focuses on the last forty years, a period of particular intensity in terms of transnational flows of people, goods, capital, culture and ideas.  The course will focus on a variety of transnational practices linked to migration, economic transformation, and political transborder activism.  The course will pose provocative questions to challenge interpretations on transnationalism and globalization.  It will start with the broad foundational concepts of transnational studies, global economic and political restructuring and transnational migration followed by a variety of specific topics including: global cities and transnational urbanism; transborder communities and lives; labor; the current global economic crisis; gender, race, class and immigration; transnational citizenship; immigrants and religion; hometown associations and remittances; and global feminism.

The first one quarter to one-third of every session will be a lecture.  The other parts of the weekly sessions will be partially led by students and include presentations, discussion of the readings, relevant films, and discussion of semester-long projects.  One of the classes will have a guest lecturer from LALS.

This course is open only to students at the graduate level.  This course is required for the LALS Master’s Program and the LALS graduate concentration.  
Requirements:

Semester long research project\paper – 
Research paper proposal (5%) Each student should give in a one page double spaced research paper proposal on Week 4.  
Final presentation on the research paper (10%) starting Week 14.
Research Paper - 15-20 pg paper (30%) Due Thursday December 2 by 2:00p.m. (e-mail and hard copy)
Leading Class Discussion and Presentation – Each student will be responsible for co-leading at least two (dependent upon class size) weekly sessions including sending discussion questions to the class and professor the Friday before the Tuesday session (15%) and helping to lead class discussion that week (15%).  In addition, for Weeks 9 and 10, all students will be responsible to find information and present on one aspect of Dominican migration to the United States (10%) (Total of 40%)

General participation in class discussions (15%)

Required book (in UIC bookstore):

How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents. by Julia Alvarez. A Plume Book. 1991

The book will also be on reserve at the Daley library.  All other materials are on electronic reserve or on Blackboard if stated in syllabus (BB next to reference).  The Course name for the electronic reserve is:
LALS 501/UPP 594 ERes URL: http://uic.docutek.com/eres/coursepass.aspx?cid=2119 and ERes password: sunflower
It will also hopefully be linked to the course Blackboard site (in the external links section) where you do not have to use the password.  
Week 1 – August 24 - Introduction to Course

Week 2 – August 31 - Broad Foundations -- Constructing Transnational Studies and Global Economic and Political Restructuring 

Khagram, Sanjeev and Peggy Levitt “Constructing Transnational Studies” Chapter 1 in The Transnational Studies Reader: Intersections and Innovations.  Edited by Sanjeev Khagram and Peggy Levitt.  New York and London: Routledge. 2008 
Guarnizo, Luis Eduardo and Michael Peter Smith. (1998) “The Locations of Transnationalism.” Ch. 1 in Transnationalism from Below. Edited by Michael Peter Smith and Luis Eduardo Guranizo. Pp. 3-34.  New Brunswick U.S.A. and London, U.K.: Transaction Publishers. 
Mittelman, James H..  “How does Globalization Really Work.” Ch. 11 in Globalization: Critical Reflections. Edited by James H. Mittelman.  Boulder and London: Lynne Rienner Publishers. pp. 229-241.
Chinchilla, Norma. “Globalization, International Migration, and Transnationalism: Some Observations Based on the Central American Experience.” Ch. 16 in Critical Globalization Studies. Edited by Richard P Appelbaum and William I Robinson.  Pp. 167-176. New York and London: Routledge.
Week 3 – September 7 - Broad Foundations --The Study of Transnational Migration: Borders, People, and Transnationalism

Levitt, Peggy and B. Nadya Jaworsky. (2007) “Transnational Migration Studies: Past Developments and Future Trends.” Annual Review of Sociology, August 2007, Vol. 33, Pp. 129-156.
Portes, A. (20030 “Theoretical Convergencies and Empirical Evidence in the Study of Immigrant Transnationalism.” International Migration Review 37(3):874–892.
Waldinger, Roger and David Fitzgerald. (2004) “Transnationalism in Question.” American Journal of Sociology 109(5):1177-95.
Week 4 – September 14 - Transnational Urbanism: Global cities and the flows of people, capital and goods
Research Paper Proposal Due
Sassen, Saskia. (2008) “‘Introduction’ and ‘The State and the Global City’ from Globalization and its Discontents.” Chapter 7 in The Transnational Studies Reader. Intersections and Innovations.  Sanjeev Khagram and Peggy Levitt, eds. New York and London: Routledge. pp. 72-86. 
Samers, Michael. (2002) “Immigration and the Global City Hypothesis: Towards an Alternative Research Agenda.” International Journal of Urban and Regional Research. Vol. 26.2. June 2002. pp. 389-402.

Smith, Michael Peter. (2001) Ch. 3 “The Global Cities Discourse: A Return to the Master Narrative?” in Transnational Urbanism. pp. 48-71. Oxford and Malden: Blackwell Publishers. 
Price, Marie and Lisa Benton-Short. (2008) “Urban Immigrant Gateways in a Globalizing World.” In Migrants to the Metropolis: The Rise of Immigrant Gateway Cities.  Pp. 23-47. Syracuse: Syracuse University Press.
Week 5 – September 21 - Transborder Communities, Lives, and Family: How to Study and Case Studies of Mexicans in Chicago, Guatemalans in Jupiter, Florida, and Peruvians in D.C.  
 
 (Film: Transnational Fiesta)
Peggy Levitt and Glick Schiller. (2008) Chapter 25 “Conceptualizing Simultaneity: A Transnational Social Field Perspective on Society.” in The Transnational Studies Reader. Intersections and Innovations. Pp. 284-294. Sanjeev Khagram and Peggy Levitt, eds. New York and London: Routledge.
Farr, Marcia. (2006) Rancheros in Chicagoacán: Language and Identity in a Transnational Community  (Pp. 1-8, 93-98, 100-128) 

Palma, Silvia Irene, Carol Girón Solórzano, and Timothy J. Steigenga. (2009) “From Jacaltenango to Jupiter: Negotiating the Concept of ‘Family’ through Transnational Space and Time.” In  A Place to Be: Brazilian, Guatemalan, and Mexican Immigrants in Florida’s New Destinations. Pp. 57-79. Edited by Philip J. Williams, Timothy J Steigenga, and Manuel A. Vasquez. New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press. 
Week 6 – September 28 - Transnational Religious Life
Levitt, Peggy. (2002) “Redefining the Boundaries of Belonging: Thoughts on Transnational Religious and Political Life.” The Center for International Migration Studies University of California San Diego.  Working Paper 48 (http://www.ccis-ucsd.org/PUBLICATIONS/wrkg48.PDF) (BB)
Fortuny Loret de Mola, Patricia; Lucia Ribeiro and Miriam Solís Lizama. (2009) “Brazilian and Mexican Women: Interacting with God in Florida.” Ch. 9 In A Place to Be: Brazilian, Guatemalan, and Mexican Immigrants in Florida’s New Destinations. Pp. 128-148. Edited by Philip J. Williams, Timothy J Steigenga, and Manuel A. Vasquez. New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press.
Souza Alves, José Claúdio. (2009) “Immigrant Regime of Production: The State, Political Mobilization, and Religious and Business Networks among Brazilians in South Florida.” Ch. 6  In A Place to Be: Brazilian, Guatemalan, and Mexican Immigrants in Florida’s New Destinations. Pp. 128-148. Edited by Philip J. Williams, Timothy J Steigenga, and Manuel A. Vasquez. New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press.
Williams, Philip J and Patricia Fortuny Loret de Mola. (2009) “Looking for Lived Religion in Immokalee.” in  A Place to Be: Brazilian, Guatemalan, and Mexican Immigrants in Florida’s New Destinations. Pp 170-189.  Edited by Philip J. Williams, Timothy J Steigenga, and Manuel A. Vasquez. New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press.
Week 7 – October 5 -  Transborder and Globalized Labor Lives
Buechler, Simone. (2006) “São Paulo: Outsourcing and Downgrading of Labor in a Globalizing City.” Ch. 28. Simone Buechler. in the Global City Reader edited by Neil Roger and Neil Brenner. New York and London: Routledge.  pp. 238-245.

“Sweating it in the Brazilian garment industry: Bolivian workers and economic global forces in São Paulo.”by Simone Buechler.  Latin American Perspectives.  Issue 136. Vol. 31, No. 3, May 2004.

“Peruvian Networks for Migration in New York City’s Labor Market, 1970-1996.” Ch. 11 by Alex Julca. Migration, Transnationalization, and Race in a Changing New York. Edited by Hector R. Cordero-Guzman, Robert C. Smith, and Ramon Grosfoguel. Philadelphia: Temple University Press. pp. 239-257.

Week 8 – October 12 -  Economic Global Crisis and Immigrants: The Case Studies of Mexican and Brazilian immigrants in the U.S.

Fix, Michael, Demetrios G. Papademetriou, Jeanne Batalova, Aaron Terrazas, Serena Yi-Ying Lin, and Michelle Mittelstadt. 2009. Migration and the Global Recession. Washington, DC: Migration Policy Institute. http://www.migrationpolicy.org (BB) (Read executive summary and skim depending upon your interest)
Peri, Giovanni. (2010) “The Impact of Immigrants in Recession and Economic Expansion.” June 2010. Washington, DC: Migration Policy Institute. http://www.migrationpolicy.org (BB) (Read executive summary, examine tables, and skim depending upon your interest)
 “Introduction.” by Leah Muse-Orlinoff and Pedro Lewin Fischer; Ch. 2 “Coping with La Crisis by Arturo Aguilar et. al. and Ch. 4 “Economic Crisis Vs. Border Enforcement.” by Scott Borger and Leah Muse-Orlinoff in Mexican Migration and the U.S. Economic Crisis: A Transnational Perspective. Edited by Wayne A. Cornelius, David Fitzgerald, Pedro Lewin Fischer, and Leah Muse-Orlinoff.  Center for Comparative Immigration Studies at the University of California, San Diego. 2010 
Buechler, Stephanie. (2010) “Migration In The Context Of The Current Economic Crisis: Household Level Responses In Central And Northern Mexico.” Mimeo. Earlier Version of Paper presented on panel ‘Immigrants and the Rescaling of Governance during Times of Economic and Political Crises’ ‘Reconceptualizing Migration: Economies, Societies, Biopolitics’ Conference, Committee on Global Thought, Columbia University, April 2-3, 2009 (BB)
Buechler, Simone (2010) “The Global Financial Crisis and the Retrenchment of Multiculturalism and Economic Opportunities for Brazilian Immigrants in Newark, N.J.”  Chapter submitted for publication (BB)
Weeks 9 and 10 – October 19 and 26 - Gender, Class, Race and Immigration 

How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents. by Julia Alvarez. A Plume Book. 1991 (wk 9 pp. 3-149 and wk 10 pp. 150-290)  In addition to assigned readings each student will be responsible for finding and presenting on different aspects of Dominican migration to the United States during the next two weeks (i.e. migration patterns and reasons for migration, political situation in the Dominican Republic, gender, race, activism, ….)
Week 9: Gender

McDonnell, Judith and Cileine de Lourenco. (2008) “Brazilian Immigrant Women: Race, Ethnicity, Gender, and Transnationalism.”  in Becoming Brazuca: Brazilian Immigration to the United States. Edited by Clemence Jouet-Pastre and Leticia J. Braga. Pp.151-173. Cambridge, MA and London, England: Harvard University David Rockefeller Center for Latin American Studies and Harvard University Press. 
Additional Readings: Jones, Adele. (2008) “Comparative Perspectives Symposium: Gendered

Migrations. A Silent but Mighty River: The Costs of Women’s Economic Migration.” Signs: Journal of Women in Culture and Society 2008, vol. 33, no. 4. and other selections 
Week 10: Race

DeGenova, Nicholas and Ana Y. Ramos-Zayas. (2003) “Latino Rehearsals: Racialization and the Politics of Citizenship between Mexicans and Puerto Ricans in Chicago.” Journal of Latin American Anthropology. 8(2):18-57.
Week 11 – November 2 - Transnational citizenship
Fox, Jonathan. 2005. “Unpacking ‘Transnational Citizenship,’” In Annual Review of Political Science, 8:171-201. 
Sassen, Saskia. “The Repositioning of Citizenship and Alienage: Emergent Subjects and Spaces for Politics.” Globalizations. May 2005, Vol. 2, No. 1, pp. 79–94.
Escobar, C. 2004 “Dual Citizenship and Political Participation: Migrants in the Interplay of United States and Colombian Politics.” Latino Studies 2: 45–69.
DeGenova, Nicholas. (1998) “Race, Space, and the Reinvention of Latin America in Mexican Chicago.” Latin American Perspectives 25 (5): 87-116.

Recommended Reading: 

Ong, Aihwa. (1999) Flexible Citizenship: The Cultural Logics of Transnationality. Chapel Hill, N.C.: Duke Univ. Press.
Week 12 – November 9 - Hometown associations, remittances, and development
Guest Speaker: Prof. Xochitl Bada

Fox, Jonathan and Xóchitl Bada. “Migrant Organization and Hometown Impacts in Rural Mexico.” Journal of Agrarian Change, Vol. 8 Nos. 2 and 3, April and July 2008, pp. 435–461, 2008. (Special double issue on Transnational Agrarian Movements)
Orozco, Manuel and Michel Lapointe. 2004. “Mexican Hometown Associations and their Development Opportunities.” Journal of International Affairs 57:31-51.
“Immigrant Transnational Organizations and Development: A Comparative Study.” by Alejandro Portes, Cristina Escobar, Alexandria Walton Radford.  International Migration Review. Volume 41, Issue 1, Pp. 242–281. 2007.
 Braga Martes, Ana Cristina. (2008) “The Commitment of Return: Remittances of Brazilian Emigres.” Ch. 5 in Becoming Brazuca: Brazilian Immigration to the United States. Edited by Clemence Jouet-Pastre and Leticia J. Braga. Pp.125-150. Cambridge, MA and London, England: Harvard University David Rockefeller Center for Latin American Studies and Harvard University Press.
Week 13 – November 16 - Global Feminism: Transnational Women’s Activism and Organizing 
Naples, Nancy A. (2008) Ch. 46. “The Challenges and Possibilities of Transnational Feminist Praxis.” in The Transnational Studies Reader. pp. 514-526.
Snyder, Margaret. (2006) “Unlikely Godmother: The UN and the Global Women’s Movement.” Ch. 2 by Margaret Snyder in Global Feminism: Transnational women’s Activism, Organizing and Human Rights. Edited By Myra Marx Ferree and Aili Mari Tripp.  New York and London: New York University Press. Pp.24-50.

Alvarez, Sonia. E. (2000)“Translating the Global Effects of Transnational Organizing on local Feminist Discourses and Practices in Latin America.” Meridians: feminism, race, transnationalism, 2000 - sociologia.ufsc.br. (BB)
Week 14 – November 23 - Presentations and Discussions of Final Research Papers
Week 15 – November 30 - Continuation of Presentations and Discussions of Final Research Papers
Hand in Final Papers by 2:00p.m. on Thursday December 2 (by e-mail and hard copy in mailbox)
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