 UPP403: Introduction to Urban Planning
Fall 2011
Class meets: 
Art and Design Hall – Room 2236
Mondays and Wednesdays 

9:30 - 10:45 AM 
CRN #:
27377 (undergrad)
27378 (graduate)
Instructor:

Charles Daas
Telephone: 
773-968-2667
Email:

cdaas@uic.edu 

Office:

CUPPA Hall, 412 S. Peoria St., Rm 260
Office Hours:
Mondays, 12:30-1:30 pm or by appointment
Course Overview:

This course explores what keen urban observer and author Lewis Mumford’s described as “the promise of planning.”  UPP 403 delves into why we plan, how we plan and the tools planners use to shape neighborhoods, cities and regions.  In so doing, we examine land use, transportation, economic analysis, housing, the role of government in planning, community-based plans, citizen-led planning and how contemporary planning can be shaped by poverty, race, and social class.  Often, planning involves group decision making and consensus building, and thus a secondary purpose for the course is to successfully complete a group project.  Semester long-research, working in teams and through the experience of peer review will prepare each student with some of the rigors demanded of a collaborative project.   
Course Objectives
· Understand why we plan – and the social, political and economic forces that shape planning
· Become familiar with the various tools of planning  

· Learn from various practitioners in the field of urban planning and gain a working knowledge of the variety of applications in the planning field
· Gain hands-on experience in field observation and economic analysis as a foundation for urban planning and neighborhood development
· Learn how to work in teams, conduct group decision making, evenly divide up tasks and complete a group project. 
Expectation of the Students
· Attend all class sessions and arrive on time unless the student has notified the instructor in advance.
· Class participation is essential – this is not a lecture course per se and thus the quality of the class relies upon class discussion.
· Group projects, full participation in the groups, peer review and group decision-making will be mandatory.
· Read all assigned readings PRIOR to coming to class.

· Complete all course assignments on time and within the guidelines provided for each assignment.

· Submit written assignments that are typed, double spaced, free from spelling and grammatical errors and avoid plagiarism. 
Attendance Policy 

The class will meet twice a week in ADH 2236. Students are expected to arrive before the designated start time (Mondays and Wednesdays, 9:30 AM) and should plan their schedule so as to stay in class until 10:45 AM. Tardiness and/or absences (2 or more instances) will negatively impact your final course grade, unless previously discussed with the instructor. Please contact me via email if you are ill or otherwise unable to attend class as soon as possible. 

Use of Blackboard

Students in this course are required to use Blackboard, UIC’s on-line course management system. To login to Blackboard you will need to provide your UIC Netid and ACCC Common Password. If you are new to Blackboard you are strongly encouraged to review the Instructional Technology Lab’s (ITL): http://www.uic.edu/depts/accc/itl/blackboard/student_support.shtml.

It is your responsibility to check Blackboard regularly for announcements related to the course. Readings and changes to the syllabus will be posted on Blackboard. Please configure your UIC email account to ensure that your messages are automatically forwarded to the appropriate place where you typically read your email.

UPP403 is organized on Blackboard as follows:

· Course Documents:  Look here for the class syllabus and an analysis of writing research papers.
· Assignments: All non-textbook reading assignments will be posted here. 

· Discussion Board Your instructor or fellow classmates may post additional articles or readings regarding that week’s reading and/or class to blackboard. 
· Communication: Your instructor will send periodic e-mail communications to you; please check your UIC e-mail regularly.
Disability Accommodation

Please register with the Office of Disability Services (312.413.2183; office location is at 1190 Student Services Building) if you require accommodations for access to and/or participation in this course.  In addition, if you have specific accommodation requirements that will affect your participation in class activities, please contact me as soon as possible.  
Writing Center

Fine tuning your research and writing skills are a core purpose of the course.  The Writing Center, located in room 105 in Grant Hall, is an important resource for students who wish to improve their writing skills.  The trained student tutors will assist you in writing and provide feedback in one-on-one sessions.  To encourage your use of the Center, you can gain credit toward your final grade by attending a writing session.  Find out more about the Center at: http://www.uic.edu/depts/engl/writing/ or call (312) 413-2206.
Grading 

Course grades will be assigned on the basis of several required writing assignments, a group project, peer review feedback, two short papers, and participation. A brief description of the how grading is weighted is described in the table below: 
UPP 403 Course Requirements 

	Assignment
	Short Description
	Undergraduate
	Graduate

	Paper #1


	Observation Paper

(3-5 pp)
	30 points
	20 points


	Class Participation


	Come to class; actively participate in discussions
	35 points
	25 points



	Paper #2


	Economic Analysis

(5-7 pp)
	35 points
	25 points



	Final Project


	Class Project
	50 points
	50 points



	Presentation
	Class presentation


	30 points
	30 points

	Grads Only


	Research paper on topic of your choice
	--
	30 points

	Quizzes
	Two unannounced quizzes on class readings
	20 points
	20 points



	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	200 points
	200 points


Grades will be assigned as follows:

Total points at the End of the Term
Letter Equivalent



180 +





A




160-179.5




B



140-159.5




C




120-139.5




D



Below 120




Fail

Important: The projects and assignments are due at the beginning of class on the dates listed in the syllabus.  Papers not received on time will lose 10 points for each day that they are not turned in.  Essays more than seven (7) calendar days past the due date will not be accepted, unless we have agreed on an exception (prior to the due date).
Detailed Schedule and Readings 

Required Materials

Levy, John M. (2008). Contemporary Urban Planning (8th Ed.). New Jersey: Prentice Hall.

Other readings, posted on Blackboard, drawn from various planning texts and: 

LeGates, Richard T, and Frederic Stout, Editors. The City Reader.  London and New York: Routledge.   

Class Project

Students enrolled in UPP 403 will continue field research in the North Lawndale community in Chicago in order to put into practice course readings and class discussions.  Our work will be done in conjunction with local residents, businesses and stakeholders affiliated with the Lawndale Christian Development Corporation.  The proposed study area will focus on a commercial thoroughfare (16th Street) including vacant land between Pulaski and Central Park.  Field research and community meetings will be required. 

Course Presenters (invited)

Throughout the term, we will hear from a series of practitioners within the field of planning to discuss community development, CHA Transformation, community development finance, affordable housing, transportation planning and regional planning.  Reading assignments may be amended in order to accommodate these classroom presenters.
Dena al-Khatib, Partnership for New Communities 

Calvin Holmes, Chicago Community Loan Fund

Brian White, Lakeside Community Development Corporation

Peter Levavi, Brinshore Development

Kimberly Jackson, Lawndale Christian Development Corp.
Lisa DiChiera, Landmarks Illinois
Lee Deuben, Illinois Housing Council

Course Activity Overview

	Week
	Date
	Topic and Reading Assignment
	Guest Speaker/ Case Study
	Assignment

	1


	August 22
	Introduction and course overview


	
	

	
	August 24
	What Do Planners Do?

· Levy, Chapter 1: An Overview 


	 
	

	2
	August 29
	What is Urban Planning?  
Levy, Chapter 3: The History of Planning: Part I 


	
	

	
	August 31
	History of Planning – Overview 

Levy, Chapter 4: The History of Planning: Part II
	 
	

	3
	September 5
	Labor day – No Class
	
	

	
	September 7
	Overview of Class Project 
16th St Redevelopment in North Lawndale 


	
	Submit topic of observation paper

	4
	September 12
	Politics and Planning 
· Levy, Chapter 6: Planning and Politics

	
	

	
	September 14
	Citizen Planning

Movie: Holding Ground, the Rebirth of Dudley Street
	
	

	5
	September 19

	Civic Engagement

Discussion: Dudley Street

Robert Putnam – Bowling Alone 
(On Blackboard)

	
	

	
	September 21

	Poverty and Planning
Blackboard: Ernest W. Burgess: “The Growth of the City: An Introduction to a Research Project”
Blackboard: William Julius Wilson: “From Institutional to Jobless Ghettos” 


	
	

	6
	September 26

	 Planning Tools
· Levy, Chapter 9: The Tools of Land Use Planning

Browse “Executive Summary of the Chicago Metropolis 2020 Report” online at http://www.chicagometropolis2020.org/25_15.htm, and carefully read the portion “PART IV:  LAND USE AND HOUSING.
	
	

	
	September 28

	Land Use Planning - Pt II

Blackboard: Robert Bruegmann.  From Sprawl: A Compact History: Chapters 12-13 – Post-War Anti-Sprawl Remedies


	
	

	7

	October 3
	Demographics 

· Levy, Chapter 8: The Comprehensive Plan
Check out recent demographic data from the Chicago Rehab Network

http://www.chicagorehab.org/BuildingOurFutureChicago.aspx
Examine Chicago economic data as well as key indicators on income, race, and housing cost 

	
	Observation Paper Due

	
	October 5
	Demographics

· Levy, Chapter 11: Urban Renewal and Community Development
Race, gender and planning – excerpt from “Black on the Block”
http://www.press.uchicago.edu/Misc/Chicago/649313.html

	
	

	
	
	 
	
	

	8

	October 10
	Urban Design

Levy, Chapter 10: Urban Design

	
	

	
	October 12
	Urban Design

Blackboard: Witold Rybcynski:

Excerpt from Makeshift Metropolis

	
	

	

	9
	October 17
	Housing
Blackboard: Lewis Mumford – The City in History: Chapter 16: Suburbia and Beyond

Read recent statistics from the National Low Income Housing Coalition

http://www.multifamilyexecutive.com/affordable-housing/out-of-reach.aspx

	
	

	
	October 19
	Housing

Blackboard: James Howard Kuntsler: excerpt from Home from Nowhere, Chapter 5: Creating Someplace.

Be prepared to discuss the elements of your home such as style, favorite elements, location, community, etc. 


	
	Submit topic of economic development paper

	10
	October 24
	Economic Development Planning
· Levy, Chapter 13: Economic Development Planning

Blackboard: Myron Orfield: Fiscal Equity

	
	

	10
	October 26
	Urban Transportation Planning
· Levy, Chapter 12: Transportation Planning
· Read about cycling to sustainability in Amsterdam

http://www.nytimes.com/2011/07/31/opinion/sunday/the-dutch-way-bicycles-and-fresh-bread.html?hp

	
	

	
	October 31
	Urban Transportation Planning
Read about pedestrian only shopping streets in Germany

ttp://www.planetizen.com/node/47517
Read the Executive Summary of Chicago’s 2015 Bike Plan

http://www.bike2015plan.org/execsumm.html

	
	

	
	November 2
	Environmental Planning
Levy, Chapter 15: Environmental and Energy Planning

	
	

	12
	November 7
	Environmental Planning
Blackboard: Stephen Wheeler:  Planning Sustainable and Livable Cities, pp 499-508


	
	

	
	November 9
	Blackboard: Timothy Beatley: Planning for Sustainability in European Cities
	
	Economic Development Paper Due

	13
	November 14
	Growth Management

Levy, Chapter 14: Growth Management, Smart Growth and Sustainable Development 

	
	

	
	November 16
	The Future of Cities and Planning

The role of suburbs in smart growth strategies

http://www.china-up.com:8080/international/case/case/1569.pdf

	
	

	14
	November 21
	The Future of Cities and Planning

Movie – The Greening of Cities 
	
	

	
	November 23
	The Future of Cities and Planning

Read about urban shrinkage and metropolitan growth
http://metrostudies.berkeley.edu/pubs/proceedings/Shrinking/10Audirac_PA_final.pdf

	
	

	15
	November 28
	Class Presentations - review
	
	

	
	November 30
	Class Presentations - final
	
	

	
	
	No Final Exam 
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