UPP 502    ZHANG

UPP 502 Planning Skills: 
Computers, Methods and Communication

Fall 2011
12:00noon –3:00pm, Wednesdays

Classroom: 2232 ADH and Computer Lab SEL 2058
Instructor: Tingwei Zhang, Professor

Office: CUPPA Hall, Room 235 

(312)355-0303; tzhang@uic.edu for appointment
Textbook:  

Dandekar, Hemalata. 2003. The Planner’s Use of Information (2nd Edition), APA Planners Press

References: 

Hoch, et al (eds.) 2000. The Practice of Local Government Planning

Chapter1
Kevin Lynch, 1987: Good City Form, Part II. A Theory of Good City Form, The MIT Press

Grading: 


Team presentation 



45%



Individual presentation and final paper
45%


Class participation



10%

Objectives：
By the end of the course, students should be able to do the following:

· Be able to use tools to describe the economic conditions of a community.  

· Demonstrate proficiency in writing, speaking, enumerating, visualizing and computing skills

· Be able to demonstrate knowledge about a range of secondary data sources

· Be able to develop and present a community profile

· Apply quantitative reasoning and appropriate analysis techniques to problem identification, detailing alternatives and selecting among alternatives
· Be able to frame research questions and possess basic skills to conduct research
Note that computer programs are just introduced in class.  You will need to make time to explore the programs on your own or with a study group in order to become proficient enough to do the homework.  

Class schedule:
Week 1 8/24
Introduction: class outline; planning models and planning skills


Lecture:

Planning models: the rational model, the advocacy model, and the communicative model

Planning skills: what do planners do? What skills do they need?

Reading:
Dandekar, Hemalata. 2003

Introduction

A Planning Case Study

Hoch, et al (eds.) 2000. 

The Practice of Local Government Planning, Chapter1
Week 2 8/31
Research design 



Lecture:



Research design: experimental and quasi-experimental models



Internal and external validity



Data: population, sample, and the sampling technique



Reading:

Dandekar, Hemalata. 2003

Chapter 1 
Field Methods for Collecting Information 

Chapter 4
Analytical Methods in Planning
Week 3 9/7
Information collection: survey and demographic information



Lecture:



Land use survey



Building condition survey



Census and demographic information



Population projection 



Reading:

Dandekar, Hemalata. 2003
Chapter 2 
Survey methods for planners
Chapter 3
 Information from Secondary Sources
Week 4 9/14
Analytical skill: SPSS
Lecture and Lab (in SEL 2058 Lab)

Descriptive statistics

Inferential statistics
SPSS interface

Graphic display



Reading: 
Dandekar, Hemalata. 2003
Chapter 7
Computers and Planning
Week 5 9/21
Presentation tool: Photoshop



Lab (in UPP 2nd FL Lab)

Photoshop interface

Some useful tips for land use maps and before-after presentation
Reading:

Dandekar, Hemalata. 2003
Chapter 8
Speaking Skills for Presentation

Chapter 9
Written Communication

Chapter 10
Graphic Communication

Week 6 9/28
Analysis tool：GIS


Guest lecture: Max Dieber


Lecture and Lab (in SEL 2058 Lab)
Week 7 10/5 
Economic development analysis


Lecture:



Economic development goals



Employment projection
Location quotient
Shift-share analysis

Week 8 10/12
Application of software: SPSS, PhotoShop, GIS, economic development models for community profile  


(In UPP 2nd FL Lab)
Practice: bringing in your own project and preparing for team presentation
Week 9 10/19
Presentation I: The community profiles 
Team presentation, each team has twenty minutes

Week 10 10/26Basic design theory and skills



Lecture:



Basic urban design theory: the four traditions of urban design



The Image of the City



Design skills: concepts, themes, schemes, and display 



Reading:



Dandekar, Hemalata. 2003

Chapter 5  
Working with small groups

Chapter 11
Planning in the Political Context
Handouts: 
Lynch, 1966. The Image of the City: the five elements

Lynch, 1987. Good City Form: Some sources of city values
Week 11 11/2Design tool: SketchUP (I)
Lecture and Lab (SEL 2058 Lab)



SketchUP interface
Some useful tips

Reading:
Handouts
Week 12 11/9
Design tool: SketchUP (II)
Lecture and Lab (in SEL 2058 Lab)


SketchUP exercise
Reading:



Handouts
Week 13 11/16 Negotiation and mediation (by Prof. Curt Winkle) 



Lecture: Negotiation and mediation in the planning process
Reading:



Dandekar, Hemalata. 2003

Chapter 6
Public Participation
Week 14 11/23 Final presentation (A): Analysis of and recommendations to the study community


Individual presentation, each has about fifteen minutes



Use Powerpoint/ Photoshop/ SPSS/ SketchUP/ GIS
Week 15 11/30 Preparing for final presentation, no class
Week 16 12/7
Final presentation (B): Analysis of and recommendations to the study community


Individual presentation, each has about fifteen minutes



Use Powerpoint/ Photoshop/ SPSS/ SketchUP/ GIS


Term paper and pp file (on a CD) due in class on Dec.7 at 3:00pm
