UPP 556 Urban Design
---The Chicago River Waterfront Redevelopment Project 
Tuesdays, 12:00 noon – 3:00 pm
Classroom: CUPPA Hall 2232
Instructor: Tingwei Zhang, Professor
Office: Room 235, CUPPA Hall

(o) 312-355-0303

tzhang@uic.edu

Office hours: Tuesday 3:00pm to 3:45pm or by appointment

Textbook   

Jonathan Barnett, 2011, City Design, Routledge

Main Reference
1. Kevin Lunch, 1987, Good City Form, The MIT Press
2. Brown, Dixon and Gillham, 2009, Urban Design for an Urban Century—placemakng for people, John Wiley & Sons, Inc.

3. Larice & Macdonald, 2007, The Urban Design Reader, Routledge
4. Chicago River Corridor Development Plan, City of Chicago 
Grading
Individual design work

70%

Team work



20%

Classroom participation

10%

Class format
This is a studio class; however, lectures, class discussions and student presentations are also parts of the class.
Class Schedule

Week 1
8/23
Introduction: 
Class outline and the Chicago River waterfront redevelopment project (see below for details)



The nature of urban design




Reading: 
1. Barnett: City Design, Introduction
2. Brown, Dixon and Gillham, Urban Design for an Urban Century, Chapter 1, Urban design—a social and public art 

Week 2
8/30
Site visit
Class meets at Chicago Avenue Bridge at Halsted at 12:30pm for fieldwork. Bring your maps, camera or/and sketch pad. 
Assignment:
Form teams, each team may have three to four members. Identify an urban waterfront project/ area as your best practice case. Projects completed in the US or elsewhere of the world are all qualified. Collect information about the project: plans, maps, pictures, drawings, urban design guidelines and policies, comments; and create a pp file for your team presentation on September 13. 
Week 3
9/6
Urban design values



Studio



Reading:
Lynch: Good City Form, Part II: A theory of good city form, p.111-235
Week 4
9/13
Best practice: Review of best practice cases (team presentation, each team has about 15 minutes), submit a pp file for your case study



Discussion: what could be learned from best practice cases?



Reading: 
1. Barnett: City Design, Modernist city design
2. Lunch: Good City Form, p. 359-372
Week  5
9/20
Traditions of urban design








Studio
Reading: 
Barnett: City Design, Modernist city design
Week 
6
9/27
Urban design analysis: typology and morphology



Studio



Reading: 
1. Barnett: City Design, Traditional city design and the modern city
2. Brown, Dixon and Gillham, Chapter 5, Principles for an urban century

Week 7
10/4
Design studio
Reading: 
1. Barnett: City Design, Green city design and climate change
2. Brown, Dixon and Gillham, Chapter 10, Reclaiming the waterfront 

Week 8
10/11
Pin-up: review of your proposal



Reading: 



Barnett: City Design, Systems city design 

Week 9 
10/18
Presentation: individual work in pp format 



Reading: 




Barnett: City Design, Conclusion 

Week 10
10/25
Design Studio
Week 11
11/1
Design studio
Week 12
11/8
Design studio
Week 13
11/15
Design studio

Week 14
11/22
Presentation: individual work, feedback from the instructor and classmates before the final presentation, each student has 10 minutes
Week 15
11/29
Revising design work, preparation for final presentation




(Individual work, no class)
Week 16        12/6     Final presentation, each has 10 minutes. 

All design documents and a CD with pp files due in class
The Chicago River waterfront redevelopment project
The Chicago River cuts the Chicago-land and links Lake Michigan to the canal system. It plays an important role in city life physically, economically and ecologically. Both banks of the river near North Street to Chicago Avenue are our focus area. There have been a lot of new developments in this area but redevelopment opportunity still exists. You are asked to redesign areas along the river banks following newly created urban public space near the river. In addition to public open space, new uses such as housing and commercial developments could be introduced to replace current uses as far as your proposal fitting into the surrounding context in terms of development pattern and quality, and being guided by the Chicago River Corridor Development Plan and Chicago River-walk Main Branch Framework Plan (both are available on the city web: Department of Housing and Economic Development: cityofchicago.org/city/en/depts).  
Development Goals

The city has established five goals for the development of the Chicago River Corridor: 

1. Connected paths and greenways

2. Increase public access to the river through the creation of overlooks and public parks

3. Restore and protect landscaping and natural habitats along the river

4. Develop the river as a recreational amenity attracting tourists and enhancing Chicago’s image as a desirable place to live, work, and visit

5. Encourage economic development compatible with the river  as an environmental and recreational amenity

These goals should guide your work, but no restrictions for your creative ideas and innovative design proposals.  Also no restrictions for areas you would like to select. However, the area you selected should have a size of about two to three blocks.
Deliverables

1. Your design proposal including plans, maps, pictures, drawings, analytical sketches, with a short paper (3 pages) to describing your design concepts, themes, schemes, remarks and notes. Use your design skills learned in other courses: free-hand, PhotoShop, Sketch-UP, GIS, CAD….

2. The proposal should be filed in a format of a professional design document to your clients.  

3. A pp file for final presentation with about 40 slides; together with the design document, it should be on a CD. Each presentation has about 15 minutes. 
4. The proposal document and the pp files CD are due on Dec. 6, 2011 in class.

Fig. 1 The river corridor near Chicago Avenue[image: image1.jpg]



Fig 2 Proposals in the Chicago River Corridor Development Plan [image: image2.jpg]g
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Reach Five: Lower North Branch - Damen Avenue to Chicago Avenue




