UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT CHICAGO

Department of Urban Planning and Policy

UPP 101: Introduction to Urban Studies

Spring 2009

TR 9:30am-10:45am

Art and Design Hall 2232


Instructor:              Tonya Nashay Sanders

Office:                      215 CUPPA Hall 

Phone:                     (312) 355-0204, with voicemail 

Email:                     tsande2@uic.edu 

Office Hours:         Tuesday 11:00am—12:00pm

Office: 
         CUPPA Hall, 412 S. Peoria St., #260


COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course will provide an overview of the field of urban studies.  It will introduce students to methods and tools used to study the urban experience and provide a comprehensive, yet basic understanding of the urban experience and its relationships to human society. This course will help students profit from the urban experience and become better participants in their civic and professional lives by encouraging them to wrestle with the most pressing urban issues of the 21st Century.   

COURSE OBJECTIVES 

At the conclusion of the course, students will be able to

1. understand the formation of cities in the US

2. analyze the dynamic relationship between governments and its citizens

3. evaluate issues dealing with race, class, and gender as they relate to the appropriation of space

4. dissect the relationship between cities and suburban municipalities
COURSE FORMAT 

This course will incorporate lecture, class discussion, service learning, videos, presentations, and guest speakers. 

EVALUATION 
The grading system will be the standard: 

100-90%            A 

89-80%              B

79-70%              C

69-60%              D

59% and below  F
All assignments and papers are due at the beginning of the class period. If you will not be in class the day an assignment is due, you can either email me your assignment prior to the beginning of class on the day the assignment is due.  Late assignments will lose 5% points for each 24-hour period that it is late (less than 24 hours will incur a 2.5% point penalty). In addition, the accumulation of more than 3 absences (excused or unexcused) will lower your overall grade by 1% point for each absence over 3.  For example, if at the end of the semester you have earned an 81% and you have 5 absences, your final grade will be a 79% or a C.  

ACADEMIC INTERGRITY 
I hold each of you to the highest standard of academic integrity.  Plagiarism, intentional or unintentional, will NOT be tolerated. Please review the University’s policy on academic integrity on UIC Dept of Student Judicial Affairs website at www.uic.edu/epts/sja/inegret.htm.
WRITING CENTER 

Students are strongly encouraged to visit the Writing Center on campus to improve their writing skills.  You can find out more about the Writing Center on the web at http://www.uic.edu/depts/engl/writing/.  
DISABILITY ACCOMMODATION
If students require special accommodations, please call with the Office of Disability Services at (312) 413-2183 or (312) 413-0123.  

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

PARTICIPATION—10% of grade

As a good chunk of this course is based on insightful and thought-provoking discussion of the readings, attendance and participation is required and will affect your grade. 
REFLECTION PAPERS—10% of grade 

Class discussion will center on the assigned readings.  To help students prepare for discussion, each student is required to do three (3) one- to two-page reflection papers.  Each reflection paper should cover one of the topic areas contained within the assigned reading.  The reflection paper is not a summary of the readings!  It is expected that students will read the assigned readings with a “critical eye” and give a thoughtful reflection of the readings (i.e., what did you agree/disagree with and why; what questions did the author fail to answer; what evidence could the author have given to make a stronger argument, etc.).  The papers should use the standard Times Roman, 12-point font, double-spaced with one-inch margins all around format.  Reflection papers are due at the end of class on the day that the topic is covered in class (see schedule below).

It is expected that students will use this opportunity to improve or further advance their writing skills.  Please check for spelling errors, fragmented and run-on sentences, comma splices, noun verb agreement, tense agreement, passive voice, etc.  Excessive amounts of grammar errors can lower your grade.   

SEMESTER PROJECT—40% of grade 

Each student will complete a semester project that will consist of a research paper, service learning hours, and a final presentation.  The research paper will examine an urban issue of interest to the student and the service learning site chosen should address the urban issue in some fashion.  Students will then give a presentation of their findings.  
By the third week of class (January 29th), students will submit a one-page proposal outlining an issue/problem they intend to research. This write-up should also identify an organization or institution that is working to address this issue and in which the student would like to volunteer.  Once approved, the student can then contact the potential service-learning site.  Students are required to submit a signed agreement between the service-learning site and themselves no later than February 12, 2009.  This agreement should spell out the activities/duties/expectations of the student while he/she completes the service-learning requirement. A sample agreement will be uploaded to the blackboard site.  Students are responsible for securing their own service-learning site.   Students are required to demonstrate progress at their service-learning site.  To this end, on March 12, 2009, students are required to turn in their Service Learning Agreements.  I will check to see if the students’ supervisors have initialed any of the agreed upon activities/duties.  The Service Learning Agreements will be returned to students before the end of class. Completed Service Learning Agreements are due April 30, 2009.  For quality control purposes, each supervisor will receive an evaluation form to assess students’ performance.  Their evaluation of the student’s performance will weigh into the student’s grade.  Lastly, to share this knowledge collectively, students will give a short presentation to the class about what they learned through their research and service-learning experience.  

Research Paper—50% of project grade 

The research paper will be an in-depth focus on an urban issue.  The student needs to explain the issue and note any problems or debates surrounding the issue and what has been done to address the issue.  Students are welcome to use class readings, but are expected to find outside readings to offer a more in-depth analysis of the urban issue.  Your research paper should address the following questions: what is the nature of the urban issue; what solutions have been utilized to address the problem; what is your assessment on the effectiveness of these solutions (feel free to offer an alternative solution); how does your service learning site fit into this general landscape (i.e., what do they do to address the problem); and what did you learn from your service learning experience about the nature of the issue. The papers should be no more than 7-pages double spaced, one-inch margins all around, with a 12 point Times New Roman font. Research papers are due April 28, 2008. 

Service Learning—25% of project grade  

To compliment the research you are doing on an urban issue, you are expected to engage the urban issue through volunteering with an organization addressing the issue.  Many of you may already work with such a group, so your work hours can count towards your service-learning hours.  The purpose of the service-learning component is to get a first-hand account of how organizations are trying to grapple with the urban issue you decided to focus on.  This means you should not be getting coffee or running personal errands (i.e., picking up their dry-cleaning) for your supervisor.  Your job is to investigate the topic at the ground level, so ASK QUESTIONS!  

A word of caution, you are a guest at this organization.  These professionals are taking time out of their busy schedule to help further your education: APPRECIATE IT! BE PROFESSIONAL! Be on time, do what you agreed to do, do it to the best of your ability and treat everyone with the utmost respect. 

Presentation—25% of project grade 

Each student will give a five (5) minute presentation to the class about the issue/problem researched and what they learned from their service-learning site about the issue/problem.  A tip for your presentations: lift up the most important aspects and highlight those in your presentation.  There is not sufficient time to read to the class your research paper.  Focus your presentation!  Give an overview of the problem, note the various attempts to solve the problem, but only go into depth on one or two solutions.  Offer a synopsis of your critique of one solution.  Introduce your service learning organization and how it fits into the overall picture of urban change and conclude with the most important things that you have learned. 

MID-TERM—20% of grade 

To evaluate student’s understanding of the material, the mid-term will be a take home essay examination. The student will answer two questions based upon class readings, class discussion, lectures, guest speakers, and service learning to give thorough and insightful response.  Each response should be three (3) double spaced pages, using 12-point Times Roman font with 1-inch margins all around for each question. Mid-terms are due on March 5, 2009.  
FINAL EXAMINATION—20% of grade     

The final examination will have the same format as the mid-term exam. It will be a take home exam with two questions that should be addressed using material from class readings, class discussion, lectures, guest speakers, and service learning to give thorough and insightful responses.  Each response should be three (3) double spaced pages, using 12-point Times Roman font with 1-inch margins all around for each question.  The final will cover all of the material since the mid-term exam.   Final exams are due by 9:30am on May 7, 2009. 
WARNING!!!  THE SYLLABUS IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.  ADDITIONAL READINGS MAY BE ADDED.  
READINGS/DISCUSSION SCHEDULE 

JANUARY 

Week 1: Introduction and Development of Cities 

Kleniewski, N. (2002). Cities, change, and conflict: A political economy of urban life. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth Thomson Learning. 

· Chapter 2 Theoretical Perspectives on the City pp. 24-47

· Chapter 4 Urban Development in the United States pp. 74-98

Logan, J. R. and Molotch, H. L. (1987). Urban fortunes: The political economy of place. Berkeley, CA: University of California Press.  

· Chapter 1 The Social Construction of Cities pp. 1-15

· Chapter 3 The City as a Growth Machine pp. 50-98

Week 2: Suburbanization/Transportation

Baldassare, M. (1992). Suburban communities. Annual Review of Sociology, 18, 475-494. 

Winsborough, H. H. (1963). An ecological approach to theory of suburbanization. The American Journal of Sociology, 68 (5), 565-570.    

Forkenbrock, D. J. (1999).  Environmental justice in transportation planning. Journal of the American Planning Association, 65 (1), 96-112.  

VIDEO: Divided Highways
Week 3: Housing Policy in the US 

(1970). Public housing and urban policy: Gautreaux vs. Chicago Housing Authority. The Yale Law Journal, 79 (4), 712-729.  

Orlebeke, C. (1999). The evolution of low-income housing policy, 1949-1999. Housing Policy Debate, 8 (2), 489-520.  

Smith, J. (2000). The space of local control in the devolution of US public housing policy. Geografiska Annaler Series B, Human Geography, 82 (4), 221-233.  

FEBRUARY 

Week 4: Community Development Corporations 

Stoecker, R. (1997). The CDC model of urban redevelopment: A critique and an alternative. Journal of Urban Affairs 19, 1-22.  

Bratt, R. (1997). CDCs: Contributions outweigh contradictions: A reply to Randy Stoecker. Journal of Urban Affairs 19, 

Keating, D. (1997). The CDC model of urban development: A reply to Randy Stoecker. Journal of Urban Affairs 19,

Stoecker, R. (1997). Should we. . . could we. . . change the CDC model: A rejoinder. Journal of Urban Affairs 19,

Visit Dudley Street Neighborhood Initiative at http://www.dsni.org
VIDEO: Holding Ground: The Rebirth of Dudley Street  

Week 5: Gentrification/ Economic Development   

Zukin, S. (1987). Gentrification: Culture and capital in the urban core. Annual Review of Sociology, 13, 129-147. 

Betancur, J. J. (2002). The politics of gentrification: The case of West Town in Chicago.  Urban Affairs Review, 37 (6), 780-814. 

Week 6: Race, Class, and Gender 

Pulido, L. (2000). Rethinking environmental racism: White privilege and urban development in Southern California. Annals of the Association of American Geographers, 90 (1), 12-40.  

Week 7: Activism and Social Movements

Foster, S. (1998). Justice from the ground up: Distributive inequities, grassroots resistance, and the transformative politics of the environmental justice movement. California Law Review, 86 (4), 775-841.  

Castells, M. (1983). The city and the grassroots: A cross-cultural theory of urban social movements. Berkeley: University of California Press.   

Midterm due MARCH 5th at the beginning of class.

MARCH 

Week 8: Poverty and employment 

Kaplan, D. H. (1999). The uneven distribution of employment opportunities: Neighborhood and race in Cleveland, Ohio.  Journal of Urban Affairs, 21 (4), 397-408.  

Video: Wal-Mart: The High Cost of Low Prices

Week 9: Education

Lipman, P. (2002). Making the global city, making inequality: The political economy and cultural politics of Chicago school policy. American Educational Research Journal, 39 (2), 379-419.  

Stovall, D. (2005).  From hunger strike to high school: Youth development, social justice and school formation. Great Cities Institute.    

Guest Speaker: David Stovall, PhD Associate Professor Educational Policy Studies and African-American Studies, University of Illinois at Chicago (Tentative)

Week 10: Crime and Police 

Bass, S. (2000). Negotiating change: Community organizations and the politics of policing. Urban Affairs Review, 36 (2), 148-177.  

Week 11: NO CLASS!  SPRING BREAK! (
Week 12: Tourism and the City  

Eisinger, P. (2000). The politics of bread and circuses: Building the city for the visitor class.  Urban Affairs Review, 35 (3), 316, 334.  

Newman, H. K. (2002). Race and the tourist bubble in downtown Atlanta. Urban Affairs Review, 37 (3), 301-321. 

Austrian, Z. and Rosentraub, M. S. (2002).  Cities, sports, and economic change: A retrospective assessment. Journal of Urban Affairs, 24 (5), 549-563.  

APRIL 

Week 13: Immigration 

Clark, W. A. V. (1997). Mass migration and local outcomes: Is international migration to the United States creating a new urban underclass? Urban Studies, 35 (3), 371-383.

Theodore, N. and Martin, N. (2007). Migrant civil society: New voices in the struggle over community development. Journal of Urban Affairs, 29 (3), 269-287. 
Week 14: Globalization 

Brecher, J. and Costello, T. (1994). “Introduction,” “The Race to the Bottom," & “Dynamics of Globalization.” Pp13-33 & 46-63, Global Village or Global Pillage.  Boston: South End Press.  

Joseph E. Stiglitz. 2004. “Globalism’s Discontents.” Pp. 200-2007 in The Globalization Reader edited by F.J. Lechner and J. Boli. Malden, USA, Oxford, UK and Carlton Australia: Blackwell Publishing.

David Clark. 1996. “Urban Development as a Global Phenomenon.” Pp. 77-99 in Urban World/Global City. London and New York: Rutledge.

Kevin R. Cox. 1997. “Introduction: Globalization and Its Politics in Question.”  Pp. 1-18 in Spaces of Globalization edited by K. Cox.  New York and London: The Guilford Press.

Week 15: Health and Environment 

Frumkin, H. (2002). Urban sprawl and public health. Public Health Reports, 117 (3), 201-217.  

Guest Speaker: Curtis Winkle, PhD Associate Professor Urban Planning and Policy, University of Illinois at Chicago (Tentative)  

Week 16: Presentations 

MAY 

Final exams are due by 9:30am on May 7th. 
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