PLANNING GREAT CITIES: UPP 202

Spring 2009
	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Instructor Charlie Daas


M and W 11:00 am –12:10 pm 

   





Class meets in 2232 Art & Design Hall
Phone:  312-355-0204; email: cdaas@uic.edu

Office: CUPPA Hall, 412 S. Peoria, Second Floor, Room 260

(North of the Eisenhower Expressway and of the CTA Blue line middle 


entrance on Peoria Street).
Office Hours:  Wednesday 10:00—10:50 or by appointment

My mailbox is on the second floor; ask at the front desk.

Course Description from the Undergraduate Catalog

“202 Planning Great Cities. 3 Hours. What makes a city great, how cities change, can cities be planned, and how planners plan; characteristics of Great Cities and current urban planning issues. “
Course Overview


This course provides an in-depth introduction to urban planning in great cities.   We examine what makes cities grow, what makes cities die, and how to make cities more livable.  Urban planning is an interdisciplinary field, and planners pay attention to the social, spatial, cultural, political, and economic aspects of the urban world.  Thus, readings will be drawn from planners, sociologists, architects, public policy analysts, politicians, the realm of academia, and the mass media.  This course not only focuses on the work of academics and writers, but great emphasis will also be placed on connecting the theory that you read to the reality of your lives as residents of a great city—Chicago.  The course is broadly divided into four content areas: defining a (great) city, social groups in cities, social institutions in cities and new urban forms.  It examines both planning theory and action, and examines the changing roles of individuals, government, the market, and nonprofit organizations in the planning process.  The course focuses on “great cities” of both the U.S. and the world, and on their current urban planning issues.

Course Goals

The primary goals of the course for students are:

· To write, reflect upon, and analyze larger social policy issues
· To provide readings and background materials about planning research, methodology, and theory;
· To connect classroom ideas and assignments to communities in which you live, work, and travel;

· To gain an understanding of what factors you feel are most important in planning and maintaining a great city.

Required Readings

There is one textbook:  Siegel, Fred & Siegel, Harry.  2008.  Annual Editions:  Urban Society.  13th edition.  Dubuque, Iowa:  McGraw-Hill.  ISBN #0073397431.   The book is available in the campus bookstore, but may be cheaper elsewhere.  There will be additional required readings from various sources, both academic and popular.  All of the readings that are not in the textbooks will be available online through Blackboard, through the UIC Library site, or will be distributed in class.

 

Please complete the readings prior to the class for which they are assigned.  You will be required to be familiar with and to incorporate the readings into the writing assignments.

Important Dates

Monday January 12


First day of class

Wednesday, January 21

Martin Luther King Day—No Class

Monday, February 18

No Class—Work on Class Paper

Wednesday, March 18

Research Paper is due in class.

Monday, March 23 


No Class—Spring Break
Wednesday, March 25

No Class—Spring Break
Wednesday, April 29

Last Day of Class
Monday, May 4


Final Exam

Your ability to express yourself in your written work is very important, and I expect you to write at the college level.  When I discuss the written assignments, I will talk in greater depth about the requirements.  Briefly, your papers and exams must be proofread, must contain proper grammar, and must be your own work.  

The UIC Writing Center is an important resource for students who wish to improve their writing skills.  The trained student tutors will assist you in writing, providing feedback in a one-on-one setting.  It is located at 100 Douglas Hall, and its phone number is (312) 413-2206. Its web address is

http://www.uic.edu/depts/engl/writing/.       
Requirement: Writing


There is one core written assignments for the class: a Class Research Paper.  The guidelines for the research paper are posted on the class Blackboard site.  In order to prepare yourself for the paper, you will be required to respond to periodic written assignments/observations made through the Blackboard site.

Quizzes

There may be quizzes based on the readings if it appears that students are not doing the readings.  If you miss class on the date the quiz is given, I reserve the right to determine if you can make up the points lost.  Students with excessive absences will not be allowed to make up missed quizzes.  It is in your best interest to attend all classes and get notes from other students when you miss a class.
Academic Integrity


Plagiarism—intentionally or knowingly representing the words or ideas of another person as one’s own without proper acknowledgement—will not be tolerated.  I will follow UIC’s rules regarding academic integrity in dealing with students who plagiarize or cheat.  Please review the guidelines on academic integrity, and the consequences for violating it, at http://www.vcsa.uic.edu/MainSite/departments/dean_of_students/Our+Services/Student+Judicial+Affairs.htm. 


Requirement:  Attendance and Class Participation

Attendance and participation are required.  I will be taking attendance, and making note of who participates in discussions.  If you must miss class, be sure to get notes from another student.  Students are expected to actively participate in all discussions; participation will be measured by students’ preparation, including having notes and readings in-hand, and engaging in the discussions. 
I will take participation into consideration if there are grades that are on the border between two letter grades.  Additionally, students are expected to arrive at class on time.  Excessive lateness will result in a loss of participation and attendance points.  In the case of dire circumstances, I will excuse an absence and any resulting late work.  “Dire circumstances” means death, drastic family emergencies, and/or illness (substantiated by a doctor’s note).  Absences will only be considered excused with appropriate documentation.  

Grading  

Grading will be based on a system of 200 points, with each course requirement weighted as follows:


Participation




50 points

Blackboard Assignments


25 points


Class Research Paper


50 points


Final Exam



 
75 points 


Total possible points =    


200 points
Grades will be assigned as follows:


Total points at the End of the Term
Letter Equivalent



180 +





A




160-179.5




B



140-159.5




C




120-139.5




D



Below 120




Fail

Additionally, unexcused absences will lower your final grade as follows:  

Number of unexcused absences
Grade will be lowered by



5




1 grade


           6




2 grades



           7




3 grades



   8 or more



You will receive an F.

Example:  You earned a total of 185 points during the semester, which is an “A.”  However, you have 6 unexcused absences.  Your final grade will be lowered by 2 letter grades, and you will receive a “C.”

Important:  The projects and assignments are due at the beginning of class on the dates listed in the syllabus.  I do not accept late assignments.  
This is how grades will be determined:
A – To earn an A, you must complete all work assigned on time and it must be of excellent quality.  It should respond fully to the assignment, be clear about its purpose and address an audience appropriately.  It should be well-organized, provide support or evidence for arguments made, and be free from grammar, spelling, and punctuation errors.  A-level written work must also demonstrate in-depth reflection on and analysis of the assigned task and your ability to apply insights creatively from your past course work and other experiences to the assignment.

B – Your written work must be turned in on time and demonstrate most of the qualities above, but may be lacking in some qualities, such as creative insights, clarity of writing, or addressing the task adequately.

C – Most of your written work is on time and attempts to respond to the assigned task, but may do so in a superficial or uneven way.

D – Work turned in is incomplete and responds inadequately to the assignment.

Fail – A substantial proportion of the assignments are missing and those that are turned in are inadequate, or all work is turned in but it consistently reflects a poor grasp of the task and the ability to complete it.  An inability to express yourself in writing can contribute to a grade of F.

Special Needs/Disabilities Accommodation


Please register with the Office of Disability Services at SSB (1200 W. Harrison St. Room 1190), 312-413-2183 or 312-413-012 if you require reasonable accommodations for access to or participation in the course.
Cell Phones/Pagers/MP3 Players


You CANNOT use them during class.  Please turn them off.  If you use them, including for text messaging, I will ask you to stop and/or leave the classroom.  This is an issue of courtesy.  Thank you.
Blackboard

This course has a site on Blackboard, the online course information site.  The syllabus, weekly writing assignments and many course documents will be posted on that site.  Students will be expected to check the Blackboard site regularly, and to check their email on a regular basis.   If you change your email address, please notify me immediately.  Please remain aware of recent news events that pertain to issues discussed in class, especially as it may relate to Blackboard postings.
TWO VIEWS OF CITIES
“America at the turn of the millennium is suffering the woeful consequences, largely unanticipated, of trying to become a drive-in utopia.  This attempt took roughly eighty years, from the end of the First World War to the brink of global warming, oil depletion, and other epochal disorders hard upon us.  The nation’s massive suburban build-out was an orgy of misspent energy and material resources that squandered our national wealth and left us with an infrastructure of daily life that, left as is, has poor prospects in the 21st century.”

The City in Mind by James Howard Kunstler

 “Chicago…forever keeps two faces; one for winners, and one for losers; one for hustlers and one for squares…One face for Go-Getters and one face for Go-Get-It-Yourselfers.  One for poets and one for promoters…One for early risers, One for evening hiders.”
Chicago: City on the Make by Nelson Algren
Syllabus (readings may be added/changed)
DEFINING A (GREAT) CITY
In this first part of the course, we examine the changing face of the city, review theories concerning the city, examine how we think of cities, and discuss the components of a great city.

Week 1: January 12 and 14 — The Genesis of Cities
Monday, January 12
Overview of the course.  Read through syllabus and come in with any questions.

Web sources that will be helpful throughout the semester:
Photographs from the Detroit Publishing Company, 1890-1920, Library of 
Congress, Washington, D.C.  Look for photographs of Chicago and for any other 
cities that you know well.  Think about how, and why, the place looks different 
today than it did around 1900, when many of these photographs were taken. 
History of Chicago Timeline at http://www.chipublib.org/004chicago/chihist.html.  

Wednesday, January 14
Readings:

Mumford, Lewis.  What is a City?  Pp. 104-107

Alfred Kazin.  “Fear of the City, 1783 to 1983.”  Siegel, pages 2-7

Richard Moe and Carter Wilkie.  Changing Places: Rebuilding Community in the Age of Sprawl.  Chapter 2: The Misplacing of America  pp. 36-74

We will examine theoretical paradigms concerning the city.  
Week 2:  January 19 and 21—Components of a great city 
Monday, January 19
Readings:

Anthony Tung.  The Comprehensible Urban Visage – London & Paris pp. 272-317
Bill Stegerwald.  “Interview with Jane Jacobs.:  Siegel, pages 16-20.

Wednesday, January 21
No Class – MLK Day

Week 3:  January 26 and 28—Components of a great city – Pt. II 

Monday, January 26
Readings:

Pietro, Nivola. 1999.  “Are Europe’s Cities Better?”  Siegel, pages 138-141.

Economist.  “The geography of Cool: What defines cool in a city, and why does the temperature change?”  Siegel, pages 64-65.

Moshe Safdie.  The City after the Automobile.  Ch. 4: The Making of Public Space.  pp. 39-54

Wednesday, January 28
Readings:
Vitullo-Martin, Julia.  “The Fall and Rise of Bryant Park.”  Siegel, pages 73-74.

Jane Jacobs.   The Exploding Metropolis.  Chapter 6: Downtown is for People.  pp. 157-184

William H. Whyte.  City: Rediscovering the Center.  Chapter 9: The Management of Spaces.  pp. 141-155

SOCIAL GROUPS IN THE CITY
In this section we examine the development of American and international cities through the lenses of class, race, and ethnicity.   
Week 4:  February 2 and 4—Race and Ethnicity
Monday, February 2
Readings:  
Dolores Hayden.  The Power of Place.  Chapter 9: Remembering Little Tokyo on First Street.  Pp. 210-225

Siegel, Jacob.  “Back to the Fortress of Brooklyn and the Millions of Destroyed Men Who Are My Brothers.” Siegel, pages 30-36
Fante, John.  “My L.A.” Siegel, pages 37-40.
Wednesday, February 4
Readings:  

DuBois, .W.E.B., The Souls of Black Folk, Chapter 5.  1903. 7 pages. Available at http://www.faculty.fairfield.edu/faculty/hodgson/Courses/city/DuBois/DuboisChapt5.html.  

Look at UIC Professor John Hagedorn’s analysis of the Chicago black ghetto for the past century: 

http://gangresearch.net/ChicagoGangs/gangsandghetto/chighetto20.htm. 

Read an analysis of CHA’s Plan for Transformation – “Tearing Down the Community” online through Shelterforce Magazine at 

http://www.nhi.org/online/issues/138/chicago.html   (2 pages)
Week 4:  February 9 and 11— Urban Demographics
Monday, February 9
Readings:

Urban Institute.  “The Demographics of Diversity:  Why Cities Are Courting the Gay and Lesbian Community.”  June 3, 2003.  Washington, D.C.:  Urban Institute.  16 pages.  Available at http://www.urban.org/publications/900634.html.  

A.T. Palmer.  “The essence of Uptown; Can the latest hot neighborhood move up without leaving itself behind?”  Siegel, pages 94-95.

Intrater, Zach.  “Red hook—Wounded by Good intentions.”  Siegel, pages 92-93.
Wednesday, February 11
Jane Addams.  My Twenty Years at Hull House.  Chapter 5: First Days at Hull House - 13 pages.
Other readings to be assigned

Week 5:  February 16 and 18 - Independent Research; Field Trip to Hull House

Monday, February 16
Field Trip.  Meet at Jane Addams Hull-House Museum at 11:00 am.  The Museum is located at 800 South Halsted Street, just south of the East (Halsted side) entrance of Student Center East.

In preparation for our field trip, please visit: http://www.uic.edu/jaddams/hull/urbanexp/
Please read the introduction and read this section: Jane Addams.  “Immigration: A Field Neglected by the Scholar.”

http://tigger.uic.edu/htbin/cgiwrap/bin/urbanexp/main.cgi?file=new/show_doc.ptt&doc=55&chap=81
Wednesday, February 18
No class – Work on Research Paper

Week 6:  February 23 and 25—Immigration 
Monday, February 23
Readings: 
Luke J. Larsen.  2004. The Foreign-Born Population in the United States: 2003. Available at http://www.census.gov/prod/2004pubs/p20-551.pdf.  
John Koval and Kenneth Fidel.  The New Chicago: A Social and Cultural Analysis, 2006.  Chapter 7: Chicago: the Immigrant Capital of the Heartland.  pp.97-104

Online:  “The Metro Chicago Immigration Factbook,” http://www.roosevelt.edu/ima/pdfs/immigration-factbook.pdf 
Wednesday, February 25
Readings:
Visit a virtual tenement through New York’s Lower East Side Tenement Museum at http://www.tenement.org/Virtual-Tour/index_virtual.html
Kotkin, Joel.  “Movers and Shakers.”  Siegel,  pages 86-90.

Read about the raid on undocumented workers in Postville, Iowa at http://graphics8.nytimes.com/images/2008/07/14/opinion/14ed-camayd.pdf
Week 7:  March 2 and 4—Environmental Planning in Cities
Monday, March 2
Readings:

Cities and the Urban Environment – pp. 1-17 excerpted from Livable Cities – The Benefits of Urban Environmental Planning and accessible at http://www.unep.org/urban_environment/PDFs/LiveableCities.pdf
Brooks, David.  “Patio Man and the Sprawl People.”  Siegel, pages 120-126.

Calculate your Carbon Footprint at http://www.carbonfootprint.com/ and bring the results to class
Wednesday, March 4
Readings:
Read about Boulder, Colorado’s Greenbelt 

http://www.greenlegacy.net/boulder.html
http://www.agoregon.org/page61.htm
Be prepared to discuss the pros and cons of instituting Greenbelts as a strategy for open space planning for cities. 

Davis, Camas, et al., “Debunking the Myths of Katrina.”  Siegel, pages 179-184.

Jane Holtz Kay, Asphalt Nation.  Chapter 4: The Landscape of the Exit Ramp pp. 55-78

Kamarck, Elaine, “The Gathering Storm.”  Siegel, pages 185-189.

Week 8: March 9 and 11-City Governance

Monday, March 9
Readings:

Siegel, Fred.  “Is Regional Government the Answer?”  Siegel, pages 133-137.

Swope, Christopher.  “Unscrambling the City.”  Siegel, pages 129-132.

Go to Governing magazine’s Government Performance Project: Grading the Cities, at http://www.governing.com/gpp/2000/gp0intro.htm.  Read and print out the Report Cards for Chicago and any other cities in which you are interested).  6 pages.  

Wednesday, March 11
Readings:


Check out Oregon’s Urban Growth Boundary at 

http://www.metro-region.org/index.cfm/go/by.web/id/277
Paul Hawken and Amory Lovins.  Natural Capitalism.  Chapter 14: Human Capitalism.  pp. 285-308 re: planning for the people of Curitaba, Brazil.

Become familiar with the Civic Footprint at http://www.civicfootprint.org/.  

Week 9:  March 16 and 18—Chicago 
Monday, March 16
Readings:

Brat, Ilan.  “Winds of Change.”  Siegel, pages 106-108.

Lois Wille.  Forever Open, Clear and Free.  Chapter 7: Daniel Burnham Makes a Plan.  pp. 82-98
Wednesday, March 18
Class Research Paper due .

Readings:
Read Chicago Magazine – Daley v. Daley

Listen to the NPR Report on the Opening of Chicago’s Millennium Park at www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=3494060
Additional readings to be announced
Week 10:  March 23 and 25—Spring Break 
Monday, March 23 
No class 
Wednesday, March 25—No Class.  
Week 11:  March 30 and April 1—Town Meets Gown; Cultural Tourism 
Monday, March 30
Read about the destruction of the Maxwell Street Market at http://cowdery.home.netcom.com/maxwell/mamoser.html
Read  "Chronology of the University of Illinois at Chicago” at http://www.uic.edu/depts/lib/specialcoll/services/UA/timeline.html
Kotkin, Joel and Fred Siegel, “Too Much Froth,” Siegel, pages 54-55.
Wednesday, April 1
Readings:

Bring in information about two examples of cultural and tourist attractions in Chicago.  Be prepared to discuss them.
Readings:  


Florida, Richard.  “The Rise of the Creative Class.”  Siegel,  pages 46-53.
Kotkin, Joel.  2005.  “Uncool Cities.”  Prospect.  October.  3 pages. Online at http://www.joelkotkin.com/Urban_Affairs/Prospect%20Uncool%20Cities.htm. 
Gardyn, Rebecca.  “Packaging Cities, “ Siegel, pages 56-58.

Read Chicago Office of Tourism “2006 Statistical Information.”  At http://www.explorechicago.org/etc/medialib/explore_chicago/tourism/pdfs_press_releases/chicago_office_of.Par.83640.File.dat/Statistics2006050708FINAL.pdf
Week 12:  April 6 and 8—Civil Unrest 
Monday, April 6
Readings:

Wilson, James Q. and Kelling, George L.  “Broken Windows.”  Siegel, pages 21-27.
Siegel, Harry.  “Windows Not Broken.”  Siegel, pages 146-148.
Other readings to be announced
Wednesday, April 8
Readings:
Adam Cohen & Elizabeth Taylor.  American Pharaoh: Mayor Richard J. Daley and his Battle for Chicago and the Nation.  Chapter 10: All of us are trying to eliminate slums.  pp.357-399 

Week 13:  April 13 and 15:  Housing Trends in America
Monday, April 13
Readings:
Kenneth Jackson.  Crabgrass Frontier.  Chapter 11: Federal Subsidy and the American Dream: How Washington Changed the American Housing Market.  Pp. 190-218

Browse “Executive Summary of the Chicago Metropolis 2020 Report” online at http://www.chicagometropolis2020.org/25_15.htm, and carefully read the portion “PART IV:  LAND USE AND HOUSING.”
Wednesday, April 15 

Susan Popkin at el. 2006. “Rebuilding Affordable Housing in New Orleans”. The Urban Institute: http://www.urbaninstitute.org/UploadedPDF/900914_affordable_housing.pdf
Other readings to be announced
Week 14:  April 20 and 22—New Urban Forms
Monday, April 20
Readings:
Robert Fishman.  Bourgeois Utopias.  Chapter 7: Beyond Suburbia: The Rise of the Technoburb.  pp. 182-207
Wednesday, April 22
Readings:
James Howard Kunstler.  Home from Nowhere.  Chapter 5: Creating Someplace.  pp.109-149


Week 15:  April 27 and 29 

Monday, April 27
Mike Davis.  Planet of Slums.  Ch. 3: The Treason of the State pp. 50-69
Read about the New Urbanist community of Bradburn, Colorado (Westminster Village) at http://terrain.org/unsprawl/22/
Be prepared to come to class to discuss whether new urbanism is a re-packaged old form of cities or whether this is a revolution in planning better cities and communities.
Wednesday, April 29
Readings to Be Announced

Last day of class.  Hand in course evaluations.

Week of May 4-8: 
EXAM WEEK
FINAL EXAMINATION – Monday, May 4th at 11:00 am
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