UPP493. Public Space: Theory, Analysis, and Planning
Spring 20010
Monday & Wednesday 10-11:15
Class room ADH2234
Public spaces are the backbone of the city. Streets, parks, plazas, playgrounds….these represent the quality of the built environment, as well as the vitality of civic life. Their assumed openness grants them with a central role in today’s increasingly diverse cities. Public spaces bring different people together and foster informal interactions. They are not only places for recreation, entertainment, and tourism (such as Chicago’s Millennium Park) but also of formal and informal regulation, contestation and citizen participation. 

Planners are continually exposed to various aspects of public spaces and are confronted to re-imagining public spaces of today and tomorrow.

This course will provide students with a set of tools to theorize, analyze and plan the public space. It is designed for graduate and undergraduate students from different academic backgrounds who share curiosity to explore the city and specifically spaces within cities in which humans interact, network, and encounter each other. 

The general objectives of the course are: (1) To gain in-depth understanding of the meaning of public spaces in the city; (2) To analyze various facets of public spaces and; (3)To apply theoretical understandings and analytical skills to plan and design public spaces.
By the end of the course, students will have a grasp of the different notions of public space and will have applied them to understand a Chicago public space of their choice. Students will benefit from working in multidisciplinary teams to produce a portfolio at the end of the semester.  

Instructors
	Jieun Kim

Email: jkim221@uic.edu
Office: CUPPA Hall, 412 S. Peoria St. #260
Office hours: By appointment (Monday or Wednesday afternoon)
	Marcela Lopez

Email: llopez25@uic.edu

Office: CUPPA Hall, 412 S. Peoria St. #260
Office hours: By appointment Mondays and Wednesdays from 9-10 am.


Course Overview
This course is designed in three modules: theory, planning/design and case studies. Students will be exposed to multiple research methods and visualization techniques throughout the course, and apply them to their group studio projects. 
· The first module provides a theoretical framework to understand the public space, based on which students will describe key characteristics of public space. 
· The second module focuses on methods of urban design. By analyzing multiple layers and components of public spaces, students will understand how distinct characteristics of public spaces are constituted, and how people’s use of public space shapes and be shaped by physical design of the space.
· In the third module students will work in teams and will be exposed to hands-on cases from practitioners working in the urban design field.
Students will incorporate theoretical understandings and analytical skills in the group project of re-imagining and planning a public space of their choice. By the end of the course, students will produce a portfolio. 
Required Texts
Note: these texts are in reserve at the library for this class. Due to copyright restrictions, we can post a limited amount of electronic chapters on Blackboard. The remaining chapters can be photocopied from the books placed on reserve at the Daley Library. 
· Gehl, Jan. (1987). Life Between Buildings: Using Public Space. New York: Van Nostrand Reinhold Company.
· Carmona, M. et al. (2008). Public Space: The Management Dimension. London & N.Y.: Routledge.

· Low, Setha M. (2000). On the Plaza: The Politics of Public Space and Culture. Austin: University of Texas Press.
Course Requirements

· WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS must be submitted to the instructors by email (jkim221@uic.edu and llopez25@uic.edu), by midnight of the due date listed in the course schedule. Points will be reduced by 5% per each 24-hour period from time due. Papers must be typed and double-spaced in an 11-point font with 1-inch margins all around. 

· ATTENDANCE: Students are expected to come to class on time. Class attendance will be tracked regularly. Three unexcused absences will incur a 10-point deduction of your final grade. If you make five unexcused absences, you will receive F regardless of your accumulated grade. If you have to miss a class, submit a written excuse for the absence to the instructor prior to the class.

	Assignments
	Points
	Assignment Type
	Guidelines
	Due Date

	
	Undergraduate
	Graduate
	
	
	

	Class Participation
	10 points
	10 points
	Reading discussion
	Prepare presentation and facilitate the discussion (15-20 minutes)
	Your sign-in date

	Reflection paper
	10 points (extra)
	10 points
	Short essay
	3-5 pages of reflection paper on the topic that you presented in the class
	By the end of the week that you lead the class discussion

	Project proposal
	10 points
	10 points
	Written assignment
	2-3 pages of proposal, and 10-minute presentation
	Feb. 10

	Individual paper
	20 points
	20 points
	Written assignment
	Up to 10 pages
	Feb. 24

	Mid-term presentation
	20 points
	20 points
	Presentation
	Prepare a 10 minute presentation of your project advances
	March 17

	Public space case study
	Not required
	10 points
	Presentation
	Prepare a presentation on a public space planning project of your choice (15 min). 
	Your sign-in date

	Final project
	20 points
	20 points
	Final presentation
	15 minutes
	April 26 & 28

	
	20 points
	20 points
	Final portfolio
	More than 4 boards required (11x17)
	May 3

	Total points
	100 points+ 10 extra
	120 points
	


Grading:

· 100-90%`

:   A

· 80-89%


:   B

· 70-79%


:   C

· 60-69%


:   D

· Below 59%

:   Fail

Academic Integrity

We uphold the university policies on academic integrity. Plagiarism will not be tolerated. Avoid long, direct quotes. When you need to use quotes, make sure you follow quotation guidelines which will be posted on Blackboard. For more information about academic integrity, review the website of the UIC Department of Student Judicial Affairs at www.uic.edu/epts/sja/inegret.htm.
Writing Center

Students are strongly encouraged to take advantage of the Writing Center on campus. Tutors will help you improve your writings in one-on-one sessions. To find more about the Writing Center: www.uic.edu/depts/engl/writing.
Disability Accommodation
If you require special accommodations, please consult with the Office of Disability Services at (312) 413-2183 or (312) 413-0123.
NOTE on Readings Discussion

As part of your class participation you will be responsible for preparing presentations and facilitating class discussions. You will have 10-15 minutes in total: up to 10 minutes of presentation and 5 minutes of discussion. Power point presentations and printed materials are suggested but not mandatory. Your presentation should include: 

· The author(s)’ main points
· Examples or cases that can help us better grasp the main ideas
· Your personal assessment of the arguments
· Questions for discussion

NOTE on Reflection Paper
Write 3-5 pages of reflection paper on the readings that you presented in the class. This paper is mandatory for graduate students and will count as extra credit for undergraduate students. In this paper you are expected to:
· Briefly introduce what is the central focus or argument of the article(s).
· Provide examples, cases, stories, pictures, maps, or personal experiences that are relevant to the key issues that you examine
· If you find it useful, refer to other readings we have read to strengthen your paper
· Conclude your own assessment of the author’s main argument: Do you agree or disagree with this argument? What have you learned from this exercise? What are your own ideas or suggestions about the topic you have chosen?
NOTE on FINAL PROJECT

Teams of three or four students will develop an urban design of the public space of their choice. Teams should preferably include at least one graduate student. It is also suggested that students with advanced graphic skills be evenly distributed across teams. 
A list of team members and your project site should be submitted in class on January 20th. Your final projects will be evaluated by external jury members as well as your classmates.  

You are encouraged to choose one of the following project sites: 
· Public spaces in UIC East Campus
· Remaining open spaces in Cabrini-Green and surrounding areas

· Milwaukee Commercial Corridor, between California and Western
· Pilsen’s Harrison Park and surrounding area
Or, you may choose an alternative project site upon professors’ approval.

NOTE: This syllabus is subject to change.

Course Schedule

	Module 1: Understanding public spaces

	Week 1:
Introductions and Overview
	Guiding Questions: 
· What is the public space? What are the types and functions of the public pace? What are the key characteristics that make public spaces different from private spaces?
Jan. 11
· Introduction
· Syllabus review

Readings:

· Carmona, M. et al. (2008) Ch. 1: The Use and Nature of Public Space. In Public Space: The Management Dimension, pp. 1-22 (on Blackboard).
Jan. 13
· Readings discussion 
Readings:

· Lofland. (1973). Ch. 1: The Problematic World of Strangers. In A World of Strangers: Orders and Action in Urban Space, pp. 3-23 (on Blackboard).
· Carmona, M. et al. (2008) Ch. 3: Contemporary Debates and Public Space. In Public Space: The Management Dimension, pp. 42-64 (on Blackboard).

	Week 2:

General history: public spaces in the city
	Guiding Questions:

· How has the meaning and uses of public space changed over time? How do we understand public spaces in different urban contexts? 

Jan. 18

· Martin Luther King, Jr., Day. No class.
Jan. 20

· Readings discussion 
· Team formation 

Readings:

· Lofland. (1973). Ch. 2: The Preindustrial City. In A World of Strangers: Orders and Action in Urban Space, pp. 29-55 (on Blackboard).
· Lofland. (1973). Ch. 3: The Early Industrial City. In A World of Strangers: Orders and Action in Urban Space, pp. 56-65 (on Blackboard).
· Lofland. (1973). Ch. 4: The Modern City. In A World of Strangers: Orders and Action in Urban Space, pp. 66-91 (on Blackboard).

	Week 3:

History of the street, parks and plazas
Methods: Overview
	Guiding Questions:

· How has the use of streets, plazas and parks evolved in the context of the particular history of the city? 
Jan. 25

· Readings discussion 
Readings:

· Jacobs, Jane. (1961). Ch. 2 & 3: The Uses of Side-walks, safety and contact. In The Death and Life of Great American Cities, pp.29-73 (on Blackboard).
Jan. 27

· Readings discussion 
· Overview of research methods and urban design process
Readings:

· Low, Setha M. et al. (2005). Ch. 2: Urban Parks, History and Social Context. In Rethinking Urban Parks: Public Space & Cultural Diversity, pp. 19-36 (UIC –e book).
· Low, Setha M. (2000). Ch 3: The History of the Plaza in San Jose, Costa Rica. In On the Plaza: The Politics of Public Space and Culture, pp. 46-83 (on Blackboard).

	Week 4:

Theory: Political dimension of the public space 
	Guiding Questions:

· What is the role of public spaces in promoting democracy and citizen participation?

Feb. 1
· Readings discussion 

Readings:

· Harvey, D. (2006). The Political Economy of Public Space. In Politics of Public Space, pp. 17-34 (on Blackboard).
· Low, Setha M. (2000). Ch. 8: Public Space and Protest. In On the Plaza: The Politics of Public Space And Culture, pp. 180-206 (on Blackboard).
Feb. 3
· Readings discussion 

Readings:

· Mitchell, D. (2003). Ch. 1: To Go Again to Hyde Park: Public Space, Rights and Social Justice. In The Right to the City: Social Justice and the Fight for Public Space, pp. 13-41 (on Blackboard).
· Mitchell, D. (2003). Ch. 4: In The Right to the City: Social Justice and the Fight for Public Space, pp. 118-160 (on Blackboard). 

	Week 5:

Theory: Social and cultural dimensions of the public space

	Note: Presentation of Project Proposals (Feb. 10)

Guiding Questions:

· How do public spaces shape and are shaped by culture?  What is the relationship between the cultural images that are represented in public spaces and local identity? 

Feb. 8

· Readings Discussion 

Readings:

· Low, Setha M. (2002). Lessons from Imagining the World Trade Center Site: An Examination of Public Space and Culture. Anthropology and Education Quarterly, 33(3): 395-405 (on Blackboard).
· McCarthy, John. (2006). Regeneration of Cultural Quarters: Public Art for Place Image or Place Identity. Journal of Urban Design 11(2): 243-262 (on Blackboard).

Feb. 10
· Proposal presentations

	Week 6:

Public space management, actors, use and organization


	Guiding Questions:

· How do people use public spaces? What are the key issues in the management of public spaces?
Feb. 15

· Readings discussion 

Readings: 

· Carmona, M. et al. (2008). Ch.4: Models of Public Space Management, In Public Space: The Management Dimension. New York: Routledge, pp. 65-80 (library reserve).
· Carmona, M. et al. (2008). Ch. 11: Theory, practice and real people. In Public Space: The Management Dimension. New York: Routledge, pp. 199-214 (library reserve).
Feb. 17

· Guest speaker: 

Marketing & Patron Services at Grant Park (to be confirmed)
Readings: 

· TBA 

	Module 2: Designing public spaces, methods and design principles

	Week 7:
Analysis of public spaces

	Note: Individual Paper Due (Feb. 25)

Guiding Questions:

· What kinds of quantitative, qualitative and visual methods are used to analyze key characteristics of public spaces and their uses? 

Feb. 22

· Readings discussion 

Readings: 

· Bosselmann, P. (2008). Ch. 3: To Measure: Vitality, Livability, and Sense of Place. In Urban Transformation: Understanding City Design and Form, pp. 141-192 (on blackboard). 
· Low, Setha M. (2000). Ch. 7: Constructing Difference. In On the Plaza: The Politics of Public Space and Culture, pp. 154-179 (library reserve).
Feb. 24

· Team work

	Week 8:

Public Spaces in the context of city design
	Guiding Questions:

· What are the elements of the city forms? How does urban design create a sense of place? 
Mar. 1

· Readings discussion 

Readings:

· Lynch, Kevin. (1960) IV. City Form, pp.91-117. In The Image of the City (on Blackboard). 
· Carmona et al. (2003). Ch. 7: The Visual Dimension. pp. 130-164,  In Public Places, Urban Spaces (on Blackboard). 
Recommended:

· Jacobs, Jane. (1961). The Curse of Border Vacuums, pp.257-269. In The Death and Life of Great American Cities (on Blackboard).
Mar. 3

· Public space project presentations 1, 2 & 3

	Week 9:
Design guidelines for public spaces

	Guiding Questions:

· How do we translate our understandings of public spaces into design?
Mar. 8

· Readings discussion 

Readings: 

· Gehl, Jan. (1987). Ch 1. Life Between Buildings. Life Between Buildings: Using Public Space. New York: Van Nostrand Reinhold Company, pp. 10-53 (library reserve).  

· Gehl, Jan. (1987). Ch 2. Prerequisites for Planning. Life Between Buildings: Using Public Space. New York: Van Nostrand Reinhold Company, pp. 54-81 (library reserve).   

Recommended:

· Gehl, Jan. (1987). Ch 4. Spaces for Walking, Places for Staying: Detail Planning. Life Between Buildings: Using Public Space. New York: Van Nostrand Reinhold Company, pp. 82-129 (library reserve).   
Mar. 10

· Team work

	Week 10:

Design principles: Plazas, Parks, Pocket Parks, Streets

	Note: Mid-term presentation (Mar. 17)

Guiding Questions:

· What elements, functions and activities need to be considered when designing urban plazas, public parks, streets and pocket parks? 

Mar. 15

· Readings discussion 

Readings (choose the one that applies to your project): 

· Cooper Marcus et al. (1997). Ch. 1: Urban Plazas. In People Places: Design Guidelines for Urban Open Space. NY: John Wiley and Sons, pp. 13-84 (library reserve).   
· Cooper Marcus et al. (1997). Ch. 2: Neighborhood Parks. In People Places: Design Guidelines for Urban Open Space. NY: John Wiley and Sons, pp. 85-148 (library reserve).   
· Cooper Marcus et al. (1997). Ch. 3: Miniparks and Vest-Pocket Parks. In People Places: Design Guidelines for Urban Open Space. NY: John Wiley and Sons, pp. 13-84 (library reserve).   
· Bosselmann, P. (2008). Ch. 5: To Define: Urban design Principles for City Streets. In Urban Transformation: Understanding City Design and Form, pp. 223- 248 (library reserve).   
Mar. 17

· Mid-term presentation

	Week 11:

Spring break
	Mar. 22 & 24

· Spring break, no classes

	Module 3: Case studies 

	Week 12:

Case study: temporary public space
	Mar. 29

· Guest speaker 
The Burnham Plan Centennial Volunteer Coordinators (to be confirmed)
Readings: TBA
Mar. 31

· Team work

	Week 13:

Case study: Public space and community development
	Apr. 5

· Guest speaker 
City of Chicago - Department of Community Development (to be confirmed)
Readings: TBA
Apr. 7

· Public space project presentations 4, 5 & 6

	Week 14:

Case study: Public space design
	Apr. 12

· Guest speaker 
Zoka Zola Architecture+Urban Design (to be confirmed)
Readings: TBA

Apr. 14

· Team work

	Week 15:

Wrap-UP
	Apr. 19

· Course wrap-up
Apr. 21

· Working time- no class

	Week 16:

Final Presentation
	Apr. 26 & 28
· Final Presentation

	Week 17: 

Evaluation week
	Final project Due (May 3)

May 3

· Portfolio submission
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