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Overview

This interdisciplinary course will explore gender relations in the city. We will first examine feminist and other theoretical approaches to analyzing the city and to studying gender relations, with an emphasis on the important role of space and urban form. We will then look at various facets of the “gendered city,” including work (broadly defined); urban politics and planning; everyday life; health; activism; and safety. While employing feminist and urban theory to comprehend cities, we will also emphasize the importance of engaging with real-life issues through case studies and field work. This approach will make evident the diversity of ways that gender relations play out for men and women in everyday life, and how they intersect with and are shaped by race and ethnicity, class, sexuality, and other social relations. The central aim of this course is to help students to consider how cities are constituted by dominant conceptions of gender and to critically evaluate gender as a dynamic of urban life. 
Course Objectives:

By the end of this course, students should:

· Be familiar with feminist and other theoretical approaches to analyzing the city 

· Understand dynamics of gender relations, especially feminist theory

· Understand ways that space and gender relations are mutually constituted in the city

· Be able to apply concepts of space and gender to the interpretation of events, processes, and politics in cities 

Course Design

We will meet once weekly.  The course will be a combination of readings, lectures, guest lectures, films, and large group and small group discussions. At times, students will be asked to formulate questions for discussion and/or lead discussions in class. To be a full participant, you need to have completed the readings and assignments, to come to class with questions or comments, and to engage with course and guest lectures and discussions. Your full participation as both a discussion leader and a class participant will be expected during the semester, and will help make this an interesting and provocative class for all students. I encourage lively, honest, but respectful debate and discussion, as it contributes to a good learning environment.
The syllabus should be considered as a general guide to the course. If reorganization is needed or if new opportunities arise to meet the course goals or address the learning needs of students (such as guest speakers or current events), we will adapt the course accordingly.

Academic Integrity

I uphold the policies of the university with respect to academic integrity.  In other words, cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated.  Direct quotes should be shown as such.  Quotes should generally be used to reinforce a point you have already made rather than to make the point itself.  Avoid long quotes.  Contact the Writing Center or me if you have any doubts about what you should cite or how it should be cited.  For more info about violating academic integrity and related consequences, consult the web site of the UIC Dept of Student Judicial Affairs, www.uic.edu/epts/sja/inegret.htm.

Writing Center


The Writing Center is an important resource for students who wish to improve their writing skills.  The trained student tutors will assist you in writing and provide feedback in one-on-one sessions.  Find out more about the Center at: http://www.uic.edu/depts/engl/writing/.

Grading, Participation, and Attendance Policy

Participation (and therefore attendance) will be an important part of this class. Because participation is so important to this class, if you miss more than two classes, your grade will be significantly affected. 

Class Participation:




20%

Short Assignments and Projects


60%

Research Paper (s)




20%

Each paper/assignment will be graded separately according to defined criteria. All papers are due on the designated date. One point will be deducted for each day that the assignment is late. Papers will not be accepted 7 days after the due date. There may be periodic opportunities to earn a small amount of extra credit points.

Course Schedule and Readings
January 13: 
Cities and Gender: An Introduction  
This lecture will provide a basic introduction to the course, and a brief overview of ‘gender and cities.’ lecture will provide a cursory introduction to geographical studies, and outline the theoretical framework upon which this class is built.  This lecture will also introduce basic theoretical concepts from feminist research. Specifically, I will discuss how gender binaries that privilege the masculine over the feminine (and therefore men over women) permeate intellectual, symbolic, spatial, and material processes in Western society, although in myriad ways. I will discuss the social construction and reinforcement of gender roles, and review dominant conceptions of masculinity and femininity. Finally, I will describe how space/cities and gender relations are mutually constituted, giving examples from urban research. In this lecture, I want to make clear that gender is a crucial axis of power, but is intersected by other social dynamics, a point that will be reiterated in the case studies we explore this semester.

[see Jarvis chart on developments in gender studies and urban studies, also Spain, D. 2002.  what happened to gender relations on the way from Chicago to Los Angeles? City and Community 

McDowell, L. 1999. Gender, Identity, and Place. London: Routledge, 1-33.

Domosh, M. and J. Seager. 2000. Putting Women in Place: Feminist Geographers Make Sense of the World. New York: Guilford Press, xix-xxiii.

Jarvis, H., P. Kantor and J. Clarke. 2009. Cities and Gender. 10 – 30. 
Spaing, D. 2009. Gendered Spaces in the Public Realm in Gender in an Urban World. 
Connell, R.W. 1995. Gender as a Structure of  Social Practice. In Masculinities. Cambridge: Polity, 89-109.

January 20:  A Historical Look at Gender and Cities  [2 sessions on this. 1 on modernity-the flaneur activity, and then 1 on Gender and History at the turn of the century? Could also do my chapter on Milwaukee. Socialism?]
Activity:
Viewing (and being) in the City: Flaneuses & Flaneurs
Through this activity, I hope to make clear that there are various ways of understanding the city. Thus, how we view and experience the city matters, and who we are or are perceived to be (including our gender identity) shapes how we interpret the city. In this sense, we cannot all experience the city in the same ways, as our age, physical ability, wealth, ethnic identity and other characteristics act as filters through which we come to know the world, and impact how other people treat us.  Finally, I aim to emphasize that we are never purely flaneurs or flaneuses, but are always active participants in city life, as workers, consumers, voters, and volunteers, for example. The goal of this class is to help you to be more critical observers and participants in city life. 

Wilson, E. 1992. “The Invisible Flaneur” New Left Review 191: 90-110.

Wolff, J. 1985. The Invisible Flaneuse; Women and the Literature of Modernity. Theory Culture and Society, special issue, The Fate of Modernity vol. 2, no. 3.

Witz, A. (2007). ‘Geoge Simmel and the masculinity of modernity.’ Journal of Classical Sociology. 1.3, 353-370
Wolff, J. 1995. Resident Alien. 
Wolff, J. 1995. (2000). ‘The feminine in modern art: Benjamin, Simmel and the gender of modentiy. ‘ Theory, Culture, and Society. 17.6, 33-53. 

Short, J.R. 2006. Critical Urban Theoroy

B. 
Gendered Urban Spaces and Gendered Design
January 27: 
Public and Private Spaces in the City 
This lecture will provide an overview of the historic separation of public and private space upon which the contemporary city is founded. This division is most profound, for example, in the separation of work from home that defined the modern city. The gendered connotations and implications of this purported public/private divide will be explored. For example, feminists have argued that these dichotomies reinforce gender divisions, as public space is seen as dominant and masculine, and private space is docile and dominated, therefore feminine. These divisions have real effects. For example, they have confined women to the suburbs, limited them from participating in formal politics, and deterred them from walking city streets alone. The lecture will close by examining contradictions and complexities of this supposed public/private divide. As part of this task, we will examine some of the everyday life patterns of men and women in the city. 


Jarvis et al. 2009. Infrastructures of Daily Life. 

Domosh, M. and J. Seager. 2000. “Women and the City.” In Putting Women in Place: Feminist Geographers Make Sense of the World. New York: Guilford Press, 67-109.

Darke, J. 1996. The Man-Shaped City. In Changing Places: Women’s Lives in the City. ed. C. Booth, J. Darke, and S. Yeandle. London: Paul Chapman, 88-99.


Further Reading

Bondi, L. 1998  Gender, Class, and Urban Space: Public and Private Space in Contemporary Urban Landscapes. Urban Geography 19: 160-185.

February 3 :
Gender and the Home 

In this lecture, I will elaborate on the “private” sphere of the home. I will describe historical and contemporary policies and design decisions related to housing in the city (e.g. assumptions about household size, space requirements, and gender roles). Finally, I will present case studies, perspectives, and data related to women’s current housing circumstances, including issues such as home ownership by women and housing and domestic violence. If time allows, I will present various visions and policies suggested by women to improve housing situations (For example, Wekerle’s work  on housing co-operatives;  Hayden’s research on utopian kitchenless houses; and women-friendly urban planning designs from the city of Manchester).
Darke, J. 1996. Househunting and The Englishwoman’s Castle. In Changing Places: Women’s Lives in the City. ed. C. Booth, J. Darke, and S. Yeandle. London: Paul Chapman, 48-71.

Woods, R. 2000. Concentration, Marginalisation, and Exclusion: Women’s Housing Needs and the City. In Women and the City: Visibility and Voice in Urban Space. Oxford: Palgrave Publishing, 53-65.

Domosh, M. and J. Seager. 2000. Home. In Putting Women in Place: Feminist Geographers Make Sense of the World. New York: Guilford Press, 1-33.

Little, J. 1994. Gender and Housing. In Gender, Planning, and the Policy Process. Oxford: Pergamon Press, 148-173.

Hayden, D. 

Roberts, M. 1992. Living in a Man Made World: Gender Assumptions in Modern Housing Design.


M. Wigley, “Untitled: the housing of gender, Sexuality & Space, 1992.

S. Ahrentzen, “Overview of housing for single-parent households,” New Households, New Housing, 

1989.

Women and Homelessness
Bergholz; Sprague; 

Field Trip to Marah’s Place     

Bevington; Peterson

Activity:
Gender, Race, Class,  and Home: Case studies of Gentrification and Homelessness [Maybe have the students divided into 4 groups and each present on a case study related to these issues, also sexuality and gentrification]  MOVIE: FLAGWARS
In this activity, we will look at issues of gender and housing from two different perspectives. First, we will examine the contemporary gentrification of many urban centers, and the opportunities and roles that women have played in this movement. Second, we will examine gendered patterns of homelessness in urban areas. These case studies will highlight the complexity of women and men’s lives in the city, and demonstrate how class, race, and sexuality are implicated in different life experiences and housing opportunities for city residents. 

Bondi, L. and H. Christie. 2000. The best of times for some and the worst of times for others? Gender and class divisions in urban Britain. Geoforum 31, 329-343.

Lidstone, P. 1996. Women and Homelessness. In Changing Places: Women’s Lives in the City. ed. C. Booth, J. Darke, and S. Yeandle. London: Paul Chapman, 48-71.

Further Reading 

Tessler, R., Rosenheck, R. and Gamache, G. 2001. Gender Differences in Self-Reported Reasons for Homelessness. Journal of Social Distress and the Homeless 10:254-266.

Higate, P. 2000. Ex-Servicemen on the Road: Travel and Homelessness. Sociological Review 48: 331-348.

Bard, M. 1990. Shadow Women: Homeless Women’s Survival Stories. Kansas City, MO: Sheed and Ward, Chapter 1-3. 

February 10: 
The Built Environment: ‘Everyday’ Life,  Design, Sanguinity and Safety [Infrastructure—combine this with public and private spaces?]
In this lecture, I will draw upon geographical research that shows how the built environment of the city is gendered, and different ways that women and men may experience urban space. In particular, we will focus on the suitability of the urban environment for the consumption and living patterns of men and women of varying age, race/ethnicity, sexual persuasion. and claims about safety and surveillance in public spaces as they have related to gender. We will also explore the city and its public spaces as sites of leisure, pleasure and freedom for women. 

Boys, J. 1990.Women and the Designed Environment.” Built Environment 16, 249-56.

McDowell, L. 1999. In Public: the Streets and Spaces of Pleasure. Gender, Identity and Place. London: Routledge, 148-170.

Reading: Valentine, G. 1992 Coping with fear of male violence: women’s use of precautionary behaviour in public space. Paper presented at a conference on Women in Cities, Hamburg

Further Reading

Valentine, G. 1992. Images of danger: women’s sources of information about the spatial distribution of male violence. Area 24.1: 22-29.

Morrell, H. 1996. Women’s Safety. In Changing Places: Women’s Lives in the City. ed. C. Booth, J. Darke, and S. Yeandle. London: Paul Chapman, 100-110.

Activity 9: 
Movie: Caught in the Act!

This film is a documentary that was shown on public television in Australia, documenting the use and abuse of video surveillance cameras. The point of this video is to help inform the debate on the effectiveness of video cameras as a tool for increasing safety and security, especially for women. Below are a list of readings that offer background readings for this class and the debate next week. You must select four of these readings, as well as any additional material you find in your preparation for the debate. 

Hillier, J. 1996. The Gaze in the City: Video surveillance in Perth. Australian Geographical Studies 34: 95v105.

Pain, R. 1997. Social Geographies of Women’s Fear of Crime. Transactions of the Institute of British Geographers 22: 231-244.

Wekerle, G. Canada and urban safety for women
Marx, G. 2000. Technology and Gender: Thomas I. Voire and the Case of the Peeping Tom. The Sociological Quarterly 43: 407-433.

Liverpool Crime Prevention Division. 1999.  Plan It Safe: A Guide for Making Public Places Safer for Women. http://www.lawlink.nsw.gov.au/swp/swp.nsf/pages/swp_intro
Fyfe, N. and J. Banniserter. 1998. The Eyes upon the Street. In Images of the Street, 254-67.

Women’s Design Services. 2002. Public Surveillance Systems: Do People Benefit? London: Women’s Design Services. 

Activity 10: 
Open Spaces: Gender, Safety and Surveillance Debate [maybe eliminate and do something else on design or some other debate]
In this class, we will explore the safety of women in public places in the city. The class will take the form of a debate, in which groups of students will argue for or against the notion that video surveillance cameras should be used in public spaces, such as streets  and shopping malls, and how this would impact the safety and well-being of women. 
F.
Women and Rules: Gender and Urban Politics
February 17: 
Gender, Urban Policies, and Urban Planning:  [masculinities and markets, also theories of urban planning; 1980 issue of SIGNS and book Women in the City]
This lecture will examine the ways that urban policy-making and planning procedures are gendered, raced, and classed. We will focus on how climate, dominant decision-making procedures, and specific structures include and exclude certain categories of people, and where exceptions to these exclusions and inclusions are found. We will also consider how particular urban policies are gendered and raced in their impact, in part as a result of the people and processes that form them.


Jarvis et al, 2009. Planning and Social Welfare Chapter
Sandercock, L and Forsyth, A. (2005; first published in 1992). A Gender Agenda: New Directions in Planning Theory. In Gender and Planning, ed. S. Fainstein and L. Servon. 

Holman, M. 2009. Sex and the City: The Effect of Representational Gender on Agenda Setting, Policy Process, and Policy Outcomes 

Crow, Barbara. 1997. Relative Privilege: Reconsidering White Women’s Participation in Municipal Politics. In Women Transforming Politics: An Alternative Reader, ed. Cathy Cohen, Kathleen Jones, and Joan C. Toronto. New York: New York University Press, 121-135.

Brownill, S. 2000. Regen(d)eration: Women and Urban Policy in Britain. In Women and the City, ed. J. Darke, S. Ledwith, and R. Woods. Houndmills: Palgrave, 114-129.

Further Reading 

Brownill, S. and S. Halford. 1990. “Understanding women’s involvement in local politics.” Political Geography Quarterly 9:396-414

Turner, R. 1995. Concern for Gender in Central-City Development Policy. In Gender and Urban Research, ed. J. Garber and R. Turner. London: Sage Publications, 271-288. 

Beck, S. 2001. Acting as Women: The Effects and Limitations of Gender in Local Governance. In The Impact of Women in Public Office, ed. S. Carroll. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 49-67.
February 23:
Gender-Aware/Diversity planning Practices?
In this class, we will examine some contemporary efforts to improve the climate for women in public office, to engage women in urban policy and planning, and to implement gender-aware planning practices. We will consider successes and challenges in implementing such efforts. 

Original texts on gender and planning issues (Gender and Planning text—could have students work in groups to present on contemporary efforts in gender and culturally-sensitive design and planning practices: give some examples of project)

Violence in the City of Women

NEWER MATERIAL HERE, something from gender and planning text, something about culturally sensitive gender practices

Wekerle, G. 1993. Responding to Diversity: Housing Developed by and for Women. In Shelter, Women and Development: First and Third World Perspectives, ed. H.C. Dandekar. Ann Arbor, MI: George Wahn Press.

Peters, Evelyn.1998. Subversive Spaces: First Nations Women and the City. Environment and Planning D: Society and Space 16: 665-686.

Women’s Design Service. 2002. At Women’s Convenience. London: Women’s Design Service. 
March 3: 
Trends in Urban Politics: Gendered Neoliberalism
In this lecture, I will discuss contemporary trends in urban politics that emphasize privatization, competition, and service reduction, referred to as neoliberalization. I will discuss the gendered consequence of these processes, referred to as neoliberalization. Using the city of Milwaukee as an exemplar, I will discuss how neoliberal policies gained popularity and were promoted in the city, how the ideology that underpins them can have gendered implications, and how particular women (primarily poor, African-American) experience these policies. 

Parker, B. 2003. Sex and the City: Gendering Neoliberalism in Milwaukee.

March 10: 
 Women and Activitism in Cities : Environmental Justice and Homeowner Activism (Ecquador book Amy Lind?)
In this class we look at two different types of activism increasingly common in U.S. cities. The first area of activism, at which women have been at the forefront, centers on issues of environmental racism and environmental justice in urban areas. The second type of activism, often class-based, is by homeowners seeking to protect the value of their property. Together these two cases present a complex picture of raced and classed activism and its relevance for urban democracy. 

Davis, M. 1993. Homegrown Revolution. In City of Quartz: Excavating the Future in Los Angeles. Great Britain: Verso, 154-218.

Kaplan, T. 1997. When it Rains, I get Mad and Scared: Women and Environmental Racism. In Crazy for Democracy. New York: Routledge, 48-71.

Pulido, L. 1997. Community, Place, and Identity. Thresholds in Feminist Geography: Difference, Methodology and Representation. New York: Rowman & Littleman Publishers, 11-28.

Further Reading

Moore, R. and L. Head. 1993. Building on our past, planning for our future: Communities of Color and the Quest for Environmental Justice. In Toxic Struggles: The Theory and Practice of Environmental Justice, ed. Richard Hofrichter.
Krauss, C. 1993. Blue-collar Women and Toxic-Waste Protests: The Process of Politicization. In Toxic Struggles: The Theory and Practice of Environmental Justice, ed. Richard Hofrichter.
March  17 
Smoke and Mirrors? Representations, Images, and Bodily Performances in the City 

Lecture 21: 
Images of the City and its Residents

Cities and gender relations are comprised and understood by not only “real” processes, but also by symbols, ideas, and images. These representations shape and reflect our views on cities, gender relations, and the relationship between them. In this lecture, I will discuss images of the city and how they have changed historically, including the expected behavior of male and female residents in cities. I will conclude by discussing contemporary representations of the city in literature and the media. In doing so, I will demonstrate how these images help form our understanding of who lives in the city and how they should act, where danger lurks in the city, and in essence, who the city is for.  To illustrate these points, I will draw upon media clips (e.g. from Sex and the City, Maid in Manhattan, Friends, and E.R.), and advertisements.

Bridge, G. and S. Watson. 2000. City Imaginaries. In Companion to the City. London: Blackwell Publishers, 7-17.

Donald, J. 2000. The Immaterial City: Representation, Imagination, and Media Technologies. In Companion to the City. London: Blackwell Publishers, 46-54.

Martin, D. 2000. Constructing Place: Cultural Hegemonies and Media Images of an Inner-City Neighborhood. Urban Geography 21:380-405. 

Activity 22: 
Images of the City and its Residents: Voices from Students 

For this class, students will be asked to find their own media representation of the city, and to analyze the particular message it portrays about urban life and its residents. Drawing upon readings and information from this course related to gender, class, and race, students will present their chosen clip or advertisement and discuss its symbolism to the rest of the class. 

March 20: 
Gender, Performance,  and the Body
Gender relations are reinforced by images of what is feminine, what is masculine, and how men and women should act and work. These images are diverse, but persistent, reinforced by billboards in cities, magazine advertisements, and dress codes in urban places of work. In addition, individuals continually “reenact’ certain raced and gendered expectations with their bodies, through daily grooming and dress patterns, among others. Yet cities are also sites of nonconformity, where people challenge gender norms in a variety of ways. In this lecture, I will present and analyze a variety of images and representations that are deemed ‘feminine’ or ‘masculine,’ in which the masculine is often seen as superior. I will also discuss how people (consciously and unconsciously) use their “bodies” in cities to both express and challenge gender identities.  

Jackson, P., Brooks, K. and Stevenson, N. 1999. Making Sense of Men’s Lifestyle Magazines. Environment and Planning D: Society and Space 17: 353-368. 

Longhurst, Robyn. (1997) “(Dis)embodied geographies.” Progress in Human Geography 21: 486-501.

Valentine, G. 1996.(Re)negotiating the Heterosexual Street: Lesbian Productions of Space. In Body Space: Destabilizing Geographies of Gender and Sexuality.
C.
Work, Gender, and The City
March 27: 
Work in the City:  the Salient and the Silent
This lecture will discuss the various forms of work that take place in the city. We will discuss dominant images of glamorous “urban work,” as well as mundane, obscure tasks that take place in the city. I will cover basic employment data, major occupations in the city, and discuss basic demographics of the urban labor force. I will discuss how work opportunities and structures in the city have dramatically changed in light of economic restructuring. In this lecture, I hope to hint at the complexity of work in the city, including issues such as immigration, temporary work, entrepeneuralism, the feminization of the work force, and non-waged work. These topics will be expanded upon in the upcoming lectures.

Eihrenreich, B. Global Woman: 
Peck, J. and N. Theodor. 2001. Contingent Chicago: Restructuring the Spaces of Temporary Labor. International Journal of Urban and Regional Research 25: 471-496.


Bread and Roses movie 

This movie provides a good example of several contemporary trends in cities, including immigrant participation in work, the casualization and exploitation of part-time labor, specifically in janitorial services, and the changing nature of union-organizing. Gender and race are salient themes in this movie.

Ehrenreich, B. 2002. Nickeled and Dimed: On (not) Getting By in America. New York: Henry Holt and Company. Chapter 1-2.

Activity 26: 
Bread and Roses movie continued. Followed by discussion

Ehrenreich, B. 2002. Nickeled and Dimed: On (not) Getting By in America. New York: Henry Holt and Company. Chapter 3-4.

April 4: 
Gender, Race, Class  and Work

This lecture will focus on the role of gender, race, and class in shaping access to various types of work. We will explore gender concentration in particular fields of work. Women, for example, predominately work in education and health, while men dominate the financial and high-technology work force. We will also discuss various “gender performances’ that are expected in certain jobs and how these may vary according to class and race.

McDowell, L. 2009. Xxxx
Peforming Gender at Work

McDowell: Capital Culture: Gender at Work in the City
Further Reading 

April 11:
Families and Community are Work: Non-Waged Labor in Cities
 In this lecture, we will focus on the non-waged labor that is essential for the functioning and well-being of cities. This work includes, for example, care for children and relatives, domestic chores, and volunteer work. We will examine the gendered division of labor for these tasks, and how they tend to be differently valued than paid economic work. I will highlight efforts by feminist economists to monetarily account for this work, and introduce historical and contemporary patterns in the conduct of non-waged work. 

Williams, J. When Work and Life Conflict? 

Crittenden, A. 2002. The Price of Motherhood: Why the Most Important Job in the World is Still the Least Valued. New York: Henry Holt, 1-37.

Further Reading 

Doherty, L., S. Manfredi, and H. Rollin. 2000. The Family-Friendly Workplace: British and European Perspectives. Women and the City, 67-82. 

Banda, A. 1998. Maternity Leave Policy in the U.S: How do We Compare? In Speaking Out: Women, Poverty, and Public Policy, ed. K. Rhoades and A. Statham. Milwaukee, Wisconsin: University of Wisconsin Board of Regents, 129-139.
Activity 29: 
Case Studies: Nannies and Maids in the U.S., Canada, and Europe

In these case studies, we will examine domestic service as a substantive part of growing urban economies. This industry is largely dominated  by low-income, minority women, many who are immigrants, and makes clear the role of race, class and migration in the economies of globalized, restructured cities. These cases also connect to the previous lecture on non-waged care work, suggesting the possibilities and consequences for women when such work becomes part of the private sector. 

Ehrenreich, B and A.R. Hochschild, eds. 2003. Global Woman: Nannies, Maids and Sex Workers in the New Economy. New York: Metropolitan Books, 1-13.

Pratt, G. 2004. Working Feminism, selected chapters. 

Pratt, Gl. in collaboration with the Philippine Women Centre. 1999. Is this Canada? Domestic Workers’ Experiences in Vancouver, B.C. In Gender, Migration, and Domestic Service, ed. J.H. Momsen. London: Routledge, 23-39

Hondagneu-Sotelo, P. 2001. Cleaning up a Dirty Business. In Domestica: Immigrant Workers Cleaning and Caring in the Shadows of Affluence, 210-243.

Migration
Gender, Health, and the City

Gender, Domestic Violence

            FILMS
I've been teaching the same class now for a few years and like you, enjoy to bring

film into the mix. My favorite film to show, though very mainstream popular or

journalistic, is The Stepford Wives (2005). It draws together a range of themes

regarding gender in the city versus the suburbs, masculinity and femininity in those

particular and distinct spaces and also addresses technology (how it dumbs down

household labor).

FLAGWARS

Synopsis

Shot over a four-year period, Linda Goode Bryant and Laura Poitras’ Flag Wars is a poignant and very personal look at a community in Columbus, Ohio, undergoing gentrification. What happens when gay white homebuyers move into a working-class black neighborhood? As the new residents restore the beautiful but run-down homes, black homeowners must fight to hold onto their community and heritage. The inevitable clashes expose prejudice and self-interest on both sides, as well as the common dream to have a home to call your own. Winner of the Jury Award at the South by Southwest Film Festival, Flag Wars is a candid, unvarnished portrait of privilege, poverty and local politics taking place across America. An Independent Television Service (ITVS) and National Black Programming Consortium (NBPC) co-presentation. A Diverse Voices Project (DVP) Selection.
Read the full film description »
_London to Brighton_ is amazing.

Q2P by Paromita Vohra is an excellent film! I strongly recommend it.  

If you have trouble getting it let me know and I can connect you with  

the filmmaker.

Reena
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