UPP 580  Dissertation Proposal Writing Seminar
Spring 2010

Raffaella Y. Nanetti

Friday, 9:00-noon

This is an intense, short course (1 hour credit), offered as a seminar for doctoral students who are close to the point of writing a dissertation proposal or may have already begun writing one. To the extent possible the course is tailor-made, in the sense that its purpose is to directly serve the needs of the students who participate in the seminar. It follows that, beyond the introductory topics covered during the first meeting, the specific content of the two remaining meetings will be finalized at the end of the first class meeting. Below is my suggestion of topics. 

Proposed outline 
Topics for fist meeting (March 12, 2010)

· Research paradigm (s): what is my basic philosophical tenet
· Selecting a research topic: eureka, I know what to research

· Literature review: who has done what on my topic

· Practical issues: whom do I work with and how to get along

      First research assignment. To be discussed in class and returned April 2

Topics for second meeting (April 2, 2010)

· Research hypothesis: what is innovative in my view of the topic

· Research questions: how to operationally define and contain my topic

· Selecting a methodology: the means to the end

· Quantitative versus qualitative methods: there are no steps children

      Second research assignment. To be discussed in class and returned April 23

Topics for third meeting (April 23, 2010)

· Preparing for the actual writing: schedule, priorities, momentum

· Actual writing: outline, drafts, revisions

· Disseminating the results
