UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT CHICAGO

Department of Urban Planning and Policy

UPP 101: Introduction to Urban Studies

Spring2011
T/R 9:30 am -10:45am


Instructor:              Keisha Farmer-Smith

Office: 
         CUPPA Hall, 412 S. Peoria St., Suite 215 Room 262  

Phone:                     (312) 996-5240 or (708) 280-3278 cell

Email:                     Keisha_Farmer_Smith@yahoo.com
Office Hours:         Tuesdays and Thursdays 11:00am—12:00pm


COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course examines the formation, structure and multiple functions of urban space through history and cross-culturally. As a classroom community, we will discuss the importance of cities to the political, economic and cultural well-being of modern societies and examine how forces such as industrialization, decentralization, suburbanization and gentrification affect the structure and function of cities.  We will review classic theories and recent discourse in urban studies as we explore:

· How and why cities develop
· What makes cities change &
· Who lives in cities (and why)
The course’s central questions include the following: what economic, fiscal, and political constraints are facing contemporary U.S. cities? How do cities compete in the contemporary economy? In what ways do ethnic and racial divisions influence urban life and the future prospects of U.S. cities? How has urban politics been reshaped in recent decades? What role has urban design played in exacerbating or alleviating the problems faced by cities? And what role might local or regional politics play in solving those problems?

We will pay close attention to the impact of gender, race, ethnicity, and class on urban communities.  Each member of the classroom community will work on a team project developing a comprehensive assessment of one of Chicago’s 77 designated communities.  By the end of the course, it is my hope that students gain a new understanding of the significant role that cities play in the vitality of the metropolis.

COURSE OBJECTIVES 

At the conclusion of the course, students will be able to better understand:

· the formation of cities in the United States

· the relationship between city governments, communities and citizens

· how factors such as gender, race, class, and age relate to urban communities and the appropriation of space

· the relationship between cities and suburban municipalities

COURSE FORMAT 

This course will incorporate lecture, class discussion, service learning, videos, a team project, and possible guest speakers. 

EVALUATION 
The grading system will be the standard: 

100-90%            A 

89-80%              B

79-70%              C

69-60%              D

59% and below F
COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Attendance Policy: Attendance will be monitored through a community essay question and response.  4 times during the semester, I will give an in class essay question, related to the readings, presentations and classroom conversations.  Responses should be no more than 1 page long. The community essay question will be handed in, reviewed and graded as part of attendance.  No make up option will be provided to those that miss class when an essay question is given to the class.  

At the end of the semester, the lowest community discussion question will be dropped. Thus, it will not be calculated into final grades. Classroom essay questions are worth 20% of your final grade.

Class Readings and Discussion: Course readings are included in this syllabus and will correspond to most of our class periods.  Please review the correct readings for class so you will better understand the lecture and be able to contribute to the class discussion when prompted.  Students are encouraged to ask questions and make comments about the readings. Participation in classroom discussion is 20% of your final grade. 

Midterm Exam:  To evaluate student’s understanding of the material, the mid-term will be a take home essay examination. The student will answer two out of four questions based upon class readings and discussion.  Students will be given Midterm on March 1st.  It is due back by email to me on March 10th.  Each response should be three (3) double spaced pages, using 12-point Times Roman font with 1-inch margins all around for each question. 

It is expected that students will use this opportunity to improve or further advance their writing skills.  Please check for spelling errors, fragmented and run-on sentences, comma splices, noun verb agreement, tense agreement, passive voice, etc.  Excessive amounts of grammar errors can lower your grade.  Mid-terms are 20% of the final grade.   

Classroom Presentation/ Semester Project: 

In late January, students will form teams (3 to 4 per team) that will research and develop a community assessment for one of the 77 city of Chicago community areas:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Community_areas_of_Chicago.  

The team will then give a presentation of their findings. 

A successful semester project will consist of several components:

· A five-page proposal describing the community area the team intends to research. This write-up should include historical information as well as basic demographic information about the community.  The proposal should also identify and give background information at least two community based organizations or leaders that work in the community. 

· A detailed community map that highlights businesses, service providers, major amenities (schools, parks, libraries, etc) in the community area.  The community map should include main arterial streets and zoning areas. 

· A comprehensive review of community assets/ strengths.  This includes businesses, service providers, activities, events, organizations and people that help the community to be a stable and viable living space for community residents. 

· A full description of community needs/ concerns.  The team should do archival research in addition to talking to members of the community in order to determine and thoroughly describe 2-3 community needs or concerns. 

· A comprehensive assessment of how to build capacities and address community needs, citing case studies, suggestions for community members and student opinion. 

· A 20 minute classroom presentation providing a community profile and assets and needs assessment.  Presentations should include visuals, handouts and interactive discussion.  

The classroom presentation/ semester project will comprise 30% of the final grade.

Final Exam:  To evaluate student’s understanding of the material, the final exam will be a take home essay examination. The student will answer one out of two questions based upon class readings and discussion.  Students will be given the Final on April 28th and is due back by email to me on May 4th by noon. Each response should be three (3) double spaced pages, using 12-point Times Roman font with 1-inch margins all around for each question. 

Please check for spelling errors, fragmented and run-on sentences, comma splices, noun verb agreement, tense agreement, passive voice, etc.  Excessive amounts of grammar errors can lower your grade.  The final is 10% of the final grade.  Students that have a 90% or higher are exempt from the final.    

Please Note: There will be no make-up exams given in this class except for extreme circumstances. These include death in family/severe illness---both of which must be accompanied by proper verification.   A late exam will be lowered one letter grade for each class period it is late. If you know ahead of time that you will have to miss an exam, let me know in advance (approximately 1 week) and you will be given an exam at an earlier date than listed.

Grading and Evaluation

All requirements for this class are scored on a 100 point scale and weighted according to the proportion described above. 
ACADEMIC INTERGRITY 

As per University of Illinois policy, plagiarism, intentional or unintentional, will not be tolerated. Please review the University’s policy on academic integrity on UIC Dept of Student Judicial Affairs website at www.uic.edu/epts/sja/inegret.htm.

WRITING CENTER 

Students in need of support are encouraged to visit the Writing Center on campus to improve their writing skills.  You can find out more about the Writing Center on the web at http://www.uic.edu/depts/engl/writing/.  

DISABILITY ACCOMMODATION
If students require special accommodations, please call with the Office of Disability Services at (312) 413-2183 or (312) 413-0123.  

REQUIRED TEXT

Mark Gottdiener and Leslie Budd, Key Concepts in Urban Studies.  SAGE Key Concepts
Other readings on reserve at the UPP front desk and blackboard. I will also have a master copy for photocopying during office hours.  
READINGS/DISCUSSION SCHEDULE 

WARNING!!!  THE SYLLABUS IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.  ADDITIONAL READINGS MAY BE ADDED (or Removed)
Tuesday, January 11 - Introduction, review of syllabus and establish class agreements   Topic: What is Urban Studies?
Thursday, January 13- Topic: Conceptualizing the urban- what is the city?
Review- http://www.prb.org/articles/2009/urbanization.aspx 

Lewis Mumford, "What is a City?" (1938). 
Watch "The City" (1939, dir. Ralph Steiner & Willard Van Dyke). [View Part 1 and Part 2 online.] 
Tuesday, January 18- Topic: Conceptualizing the urban- what is the city?
Peter L. Laurence, The Death and Life of Urban Design: Jane Jacobs, The Rockefeller Foundation and the New Research in Urbanism, 1955–1965. Journal of Urban Design, (June 2006), Vol. 11 Issue 2, p 145-172 
Thursday, January 20 - Topic: What is the city? Cities in crisis.
Key Concepts in Urban Studies- Sections on The Chicago School; The City; Community and Counties; Places; MSA’s…; De/Re territorialism; Models of Urban Growth; and Neighborhoods

January 21 last day to drop classes Last day to submit Withdraw from Term request
Tuesday, January 25- Topic: Cities in crisis.

Key Concepts in Urban Studies- Sections on Fiscal Crisis, Inequality and Poverty

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FIPiE5Z_gSE&feature=pyv&ad=5443578945&kw=detroit – Detroit in Crisis 
Visit: Dead Malls – online link

Alice O Connor, “Swimming Against the Tide: A Brief History of Federal Policy in Poor Communities.” Urban Problems and Community Development, (1999): p. 77-138. 

Thursday, January 27- Topic: Whose city is it? Whose should it be?

Key Concepts in Urban Studies- Sections on Feminine/ Masculine Space and Ghetto and Racial Segregation
Alessandro Busà, “The Right to the City.” The Urban Re/inventors The Right to the City: the Entitled and the Excluded, Issue 3, (June 2009): p.1-13.
Tuesday February 1 - Topic: Whose city is it? Whose should it be?

Key Concepts in Urban Studies- Sections on Immigration and Migration, Informal Education

Tom Angotti, “Bridging the Urban Divide.” The Urban Re/inventors The Right to the City: the Entitled and the Excluded, Issue 3, (June 2009): p. 1-5 
Thursday, February 3– Topic: Oppressions and the city

Allan Johnson, “Patriarchy.” Marilyn Frye, “Oppression.” White Privilege: Unpacking the Invisible Knapsack Peggy McIntosh. Gregory Mantsios, “Class In America.” 2003, Paula Rothenberg, Race, Class and Gender in the United States, 6th, 2005. 
Michael Sibalis, Urban space and homosexuality: the example of the Marais, Paris' 'Gay Ghetto'. Urban Studies, (August 2004), Vol. 41 Issue 9, p.1739-1758. 
Tuesday, February 8 – Topic:  Urban Community Development Corporations. - Project Part 1 Due
Randy Stoecker, “The CDC model of urban redevelopment: A critique and an alternative.” Journal of Urban Affairs, 19, (1997): p. 1-22.  

Dennis Keating, “The CDC model of urban development: A reply to Randy Stoecker.” Journal of Urban Affairs 19, (1997). 
Visit: http://www.nearwestsidecdc.org/home.aspx - Near West Side CDC

          http://www.bickerdike.org/   - Bikerdike CDC 
          http://www.resurrectionproject.org/index.html - The Resurrection Project 
Thursday, February 10- Urban Studies Jeopardy! 
Tuesday, February 15- Topic: Urban Housing: The sub-prime mortgage crisis and its fall-out in U.S. urban spaces.
Key Concepts in Urban Studies- Sections on Housing and Gentrification
John Atlas and Peter Dreier, "The Conservative Origins of the Sub-Prime Mortgage Crisis" (American Prospect, December 18, 2007). 
Paul Krugman, "Catastrophe Foretold" (New York Times, October 26, 2007).
"Foreclosures in Black and White" (Editorial Board, New York Times, October 26, 2007). 
Steve Berger, "The Subprime Mortgage 'Crisis' Will Fix Itself" (Mises Institute, April 30, 2007). 
John Leland, "Baltimore Finds that Subprime Crisis Snags Women" (New York Times, January 15, 2008). 
"Detroit, Stockton, Las Vegas Post Highest 2007 Metro Foreclosure Rates" (RealtyTrac, February 13, 2008). 
Thursday February 17 Topic: Urban Housing/ Models of Urban Growth
Key Concepts in Urban Studies- Sections on Models of Urban Growth, New Urbanism, Over urbanization
Peer Smets, Disconnected from Society? The Urban Re/inventors- The Right to the City: the Entitled and the Excluded, Issue 3, (2009): p. 1-24. 
Gustavo Rivera: Favelas, Public Housing. The Urban Re/inventors- The Right to the City: the Entitled and the Excluded, Issue 3, (2009): p. 1-13
Tuesday, February 22– NO CLASS (Individuals or Teams can come to office hours if they would like to discuss their class project or overall grade. 
 Thursday, February 24- Topic: Race, Class, and Gender in the city/ Youth in the city- Project Part 2 Due
Susan Stall and Randy Stoecker, "Community Organizing or Organizing Community?: Gender and the Crafts of Empowerment." Gender and Society, 12, (1998): p.729-756. 
Bruce H. Rankin and James M. Quane, “Social Contexts and Urban Adolescent Outcomes: The Interrelated Effects of Neighborhoods and Families.” Social Problems, 49, Issue 1, Feb. 2002: pp. 79-100. Published by: University of California Press on behalf of the Society for the Study of Social Problems 
Review the Black Youth Project Website- http://www.blackyouthproject.com/
Review Beyond Media Chain of Change youth designed videos- http://www.chainofchange.net/ 
Tuesday, March 1– Topic: Political economy and the city/ inequality across space
Paul Krugman, "The Death of Horatio Alger" (The Nation, January 4, 2004). 
Tony Robinson, “Hunger Discipline and Social Parasites: The Political Economy of the Living Wage,” Urban Affairs Review, November 2004; vol. 40, 2: pp. 246-268.
Key Concepts in Urban Studies- Sections on Suburbs and Suburbanization, Uneven development and Boom and Bust Cycles
Eyal Press, "The New Suburban Poverty" (The Nation, April 23, 2007).  
Thursday, March 3– Topic:  Activism and Social Movements in urban spaces. 
Key Concepts in Urban Studies- Sections on Urban and Suburban Social Movements

Manuel Castells, The city and the grassroots: A cross-cultural theory of urban social movements (1983).
Review the U.S. Social Forum site:    http://www.ussf2010.org/about
Tuesday, March 8 - Midterms Due/ Urban Education
David Stovall, From hunger strike to high school: Youth development, social justice and school formation, (2005) 

Peggy Lipman, “Making the global city, making inequality: The political economy and cultural politics of Chicago school policy.” American Educational Research Journal, 39 Issue 2, (2002): p. 379-419. 
Thursday March 10– Topic: Urban Transportation 

Key Concepts in Urban Studies- Sections on Pedestrian and Automobile
Adam Hodges, ‘Roping the Wild Jitney’: the jitney bus craze and the rise of urban autobus systems. Planning Perspectives, 21 Issue 3, (July 2006): p. 253-276. 
Tuesday, March 15 – Urban Studies Debate and in class team meetings 
Thursday, March 17 - Topic: Community Safety, Crime and Police. Project Part 3 Due
Key Concepts in Urban Studies- Sections on the Informal Economy and Urban Violence and Crime

Professor John Hagedorn’s Urban gang research site:  http://www.gangresearch.net/Archives/hagedorn/articles.html
Invited Guest Speaker: John Hagedorn, PhD Associate Professor, Great Cities Institute, University of Illinois at Chicago 
Tuesday, March 22 –NO CLASS SPRING BREAK 

Thursday, March 24–NO CLASS SPRING BREAK 
Tuesday March   29 - Topic: Tourism and the city.  
Susan S. Fainstein, “Tourism and the Commodification of Urban Culture.” The Urban Re/inventors, Issue 2, (2007): p. 1-20. 

Ziona Austrian and Mark S. Rosentraub, “Cities, sports, and economic change: A retrospective assessment.” Journal of Urban Affairs, 24 Issue 5, (2002): p. 549-563.  
Key Concepts in Urban Studies- Sections on Models of Post Modern and Modern Urbanism, Sustainable Urbanization, Preservation.
Thursday March 31– In Class Team Mtg. Time and Topic: Health and Environment. Project Part 4 Due
Shelly A.Wiechelt et al, “Designing HIV Prevention Interventions for Urban American Indians: Evolution of the Don't Forget Us Program”, Health & Social Work, Vol. 34 Issue 4 (November 2009): p. 1 -9. 
Invited Guest Speaker: Amy Johnson, LCSW, Howard Brown Health Center 
Tuesday, April 5– Globalization and the city. 
Susan Parnell, Global environmental change: conceptualising the growing challenge for cities in poor countries. Susan Parnell, David Simon, and Coleen Vogel, Area, 39 Issue 3, (September 2007): p. 357-369  
Jerome I. Hodos, “Globalization, Regionalism, and Urban Restructuring: The Case of Philadelphia,” Urban Affairs Review, January 2002; vol. 37, 3: pp. 358-379
Thursday, April 7– Topic: Topic: Sustainability in the urban environment? 

Carlos J. Castros, "Sustainable Development: Mainstream and Critical Perspectives." Organization and Environment 17 (June 2004). 
Tuesday, April 12   - Topic: Future Trends in the city Susan Fainstein, "New Directions in Planning Theory." Urban Affairs Review 35 (2000): 451-78.
Thursday, April 14- Topic: Future Trends in the city- 
Michael Storper and Michael Manville, Behavior, preferences and cities: Urban theory and urban resurgence. Urban Studies, 43 Issue 8, (July 2006): p. 1247-1274 
Brent D. Ryan, “AlphaWorld: The Urban Design of a Digital City.” Journal of Urban Design, 9 Issue 3, (October 2004): p. 287-309 
Tuesday, April 19 Project Part 5 Due- Community Presentations 1, 2 and 3
Thursday April 21 Community Presentations 4, 5 and 6
Tuesday April 26 Community Presentations 7 and 8 if needed 
Thursday April 28 – FINAL EXAM 
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