UPA 308, Spring 2011

UPA 308: Globalization and Urban Public Affairs 

Tuesday and Thursday 11.00 AM to 12.15 PM, 2TH 216

Instructor: Sanjeev Vidyarthi

#217, CUPPAH

svidy@uic.edu
Office hours: By appointment 

Course description

This course examines the influence of globalization on urban and public affairs. We will begin with the premise that the term “globalization” is usually employed in an all-encompassing vein to refer to an assemblage of complex processes that operate along many dimensions, including economic, cultural, political and social axes. We will then survey, discuss, and draw insights from diverse literatures including urban studies, economics, political science, and cultural studies to comprehend distinct processes that are often subsumed by such a catchall disposition of the term globalization. Eclectic readings will also help us comprehend how divergent globalizing processes affect local communities worldwide. 

Two seams bind our intellectual probe across such a wide canvass of inquiry. First, we will ground our examination in the realm of cities and their issues. We will consciously employ an urban bias while reading these disparate literatures and seek to comprehend their significance for the shape, size, structure, and functioning of cities and their metropolitan areas. Second, we will constantly distinguish between globalization and Globalization while analyzing the significance of these literatures for cities. This mode of dual analysis, which centers upon fleshing out “small” and “big” affects of globalizing processes, will help us make sense of how globalization influences domineering issues such as international debates and transnational trade protocols on the one hand and everyday life on the other. 

Course objectives
At the conclusion of this course, students should have accomplished the following:

1. Students should have comprehended different approaches to define and analyze globalization. They should understand how globalization processes affect cities and their issues. 

2. Students should understand and be able to debate the merits of various planning and policy approaches in the “global” era. They should understand how globalization and asymmetrical relations, such as those between different socio-economic classes and nations, are constituted together.

3. Students should be able to identify and explain distinct processes that fall under the rubric of globalization. They should also be able to distinguish and explicate the “small” and “big” consequences of globalizing processes. Finally, they should be able to demonstrate the knowledge they have acquired in this course by applying it to a “real-world” setting.

Course requirements and evaluation
Your performance in this course will be evaluated on two indices: understanding of readings, and the ability to employ theoretical constructs in order to examine a specific locale in Chicago land. Thus, reading is very important in this course. I recommend that you write a one page log every week to confront the readings critically and prepare for class discussions. You are required to turn in four such logs. Submit the log before class on the due date. Late assignments will not be accepted. List bibliographic references for each reading you are commenting on. Write about one page, single-spaced with 12-point font and one inch margins. Identify main points of week’s readings and synthesize their themes. Feel free to bring in discussion from other readings in the course as you deem fit. You are also expected to lead the discussion in the class the day you submit a log. Each log and your articulation of the readings in the class discussion are worth 5% of the grade (20% of total grade).

Your ability to apply the theories and insights to examine a real-world setting will be evaluated through a semester-long endeavor comprising the following three assignments:

Assignment one: Unraveling and comprehending a process of globalization

Each student will select a thematic focus from the following list: Economy, trade, popular culture and media, labor and jobs, education, health, environment, politics, and gender. She/he will also choose a locale from the following carefully-selected list: Uptown, Humboldt Park, Wicker Park, Old Town, Lake View, Logan Square, Lincoln Park, West Loop, South Loop, and Douglas Community area on the South side. Thus, we will have nine/ten groups (about 3 students in each group) studying one of the above-listed locales that have experienced comparatively well-to-do residents moving ‘back to the city’ and offer rich settings for examining diverse processes of globalization. The students will visit the identified site, study the selected thematic focus, and then individually write a short essay (4-5 pages including images, charts, and tables) highlighting: either a “small” or a “big” globalization process at work and its affect on either size, shape, demography, structure or functioning of the identified site (15% of total grade).

Assignment two: Understanding the interrelatedness of processes of globalization

The aim of this group exercise is to comprehend how different processes, which each one of you identified and discussed in the first assignment, are interrelated and to illustrate their collective impact on the identified physical site. The group members need to think through and synthesize their individual papers to make sense of the complexity of the globalization processes. You may want to visit the selected locale again and collect more information. The groups will present their findings to the class in a 20-25 minute long power point presentation (25% of total grade).

Assignment three: Composing a report 

The aim of this exercise is to learn how planners/public officials compose a professional report. You and your group colleagues will do so by preparing a comprehensive report (about 25-30 pages) using images, census data, and charts that will describe the research, analyses, and key findings. The report has two purposes. First, you want to demonstrate that you have comprehended different approaches to define and analyze globalization by highlighting the linkages of your findings with the theories and insights that you learned in this course. Second, that you can compose and present your work in a professional manner (30% of total grade). 
Attendance and class participation
Students are required to attend all classes. Attendance and class participation would comprise 10% of the final grade. Be prepared to discuss the readings in detail: compare and contrast, question, and confront key issues with evidence from readings, lectures, and current events. Expect to speak at least once every week. You may also want to budget adequate time for field trips beyond class schedule.
Course Text
There are no mandatory textbooks for this course. The readings for this course consist of chapters from edited volumes, sections of several books and several scholarly articles. All the required readings are available in a course reader available at the “Comet Press” on 812 W. Van Buren.  However, students are advised to consult the following books, available at the Daley library, for a wider exposure.

1. Appadurai, Arjun. 1996. Modernity at Large: Cultural dimensions of Globalization. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press.  
2. Flusty, Steven. 2004. De-Coca-colonization: Making the Globe from the inside out. New York: Routledge. 
3. Friedman, Kajsa Ekholm and Jonathan Friedman. 2008. Modernities, Class, and the contradictions of Globalization. Lanham, MD: AltaMira Press.
4. Madigan, Charles. (Ed.). 2004. Global Chicago. Chicago: University of Illinois Press.
5. Spoor, Max (Ed.). 2004. Globalization, Poverty and Conflict. Boston: Kluwer Academic Publishers.
6. Zolo, Danilo. 2007. Globalization: An Overview. Colchester, U.K.: ECPR Press.
Office hours

By prior appointment through E-mail. The instructor will be available to meet and discuss issues that are of interest to you. Students are encouraged to be proactive and seek appointments as often as needed during the course of their study.

External resources:

I have listed important external resources and links to pertinent websites on the Blackboard (under the “External Links” folder) and will continue to add more through the semester. 

Schedule of Classes
Week one: Introduction and overview
We will begin by setting up the contours of the debate for the following weeks. We will examine the historical roots of economic globalization and what globalization means for cities.
11 January: Introductions. Course overview

13 January. Readings:

Bordo, Michael D.  2002.  Globalization in historical perspective. Business Economics, 37 (1),

January: 20-29.

Savitch, H.V. 2002. What is new about globalization and what does it portend for cities.

International Social Science Journal, 54(172): 179-189.
Week Two: Winners and losers
This week we will examine the globalization debate from the point of view of economic losers and gainers. We will also study how globalization facilitates the travel of urban forms that exacerbate housing inequalities in different parts of the world.
18 January. Readings: 

Wade, Robert. 2001. Winners and losers. The Economist, 359 (8219): 72-74.

Bhalla, Surjit S. 2002. Globalization: A second look and Conclusion: Roads not taken in Imagine 
There’s No Country: Poverty, Inequality and Growth in the Era of Globalization.

 Washington DC: Institute for International Economics

20 January. Reading: 

Fishman, Robert. 2003. Global Suburbs. Urban and Regional Research Collaborative, University

of Michigan, Working Paper Series: Available online at http://sitemaker.umich.edu/urrcworkingpapers/all_urrc_working_papers 

(Log one due before the class)

Week Three: Global economy, World cities and network society
This week we will read a few seminal urban studies on globalization. We will focus on key terms such as the “world-city,” “global cities,” and the “network society,” and comprehend their significance for urban and public affairs.
25 January. Readings: 

Sassen, Saskia. 1994. Place and production in the Global economy and The urban impact of

Economic Globalization. In Cities in a World Economy. Thousand Oaks: Pine Forge 

Friedmann, John. 1986. The World City hypothesis. Development and Change, 17(1): 69-83.

27 January. Reading: 

Castells, Manuel. 2000. Materials for an exploratory theory of the network society. British

 Journal of Sociology, 51(1): 5-24.

(Log two due before the class)

Week Four: Remittances and labor 

In this week, we will examine the issues of flexiblization of labor and international monetary remittances.
1 February. Readings: 

Davis, M. 2006.  Fear and Money Dubai. New Left Review, 41, September-October: 47-68

Adams, Richard H. Jr. 2003. International Migration, Remittances, and the Brain Drain. Policy

Research Working Paper, The World Bank.
3 February. Reading: 

Peck, J and N. Theodor. 2001. Contingent Chicago: Restructuring the spaces of Temporary
Labor. International Journal of Urban and Regional Research 25: 471-496.
(Log three due before the class)
Week Five: Examining a global city
Our focus turns to Chicago now. We will examine how Chicago has aspired to be a Global city since its inception and how the city and its demographics have changed over time. We’ll also see a movie this week. 

8 February. Readings:

Simmons, Adele. 2004. Introduction. In Global Chicago: University of Illinois press.

Saskia, Sassen. 2004. A Global City. In Global Chicago

10 February. Readings:
Testa, William A. 2004. A City reinvents itself. In Global Chicago
Grossman, Ron. 2004. Global City, Global People. In Global Chicago
(Assignment one due) and (Log four due before the class)
Week Six: Conceptualizing globalization 
15 February. 

Movie: Maid in America
17 February.  Reading:

Flusty, Steven. 2004. The World defined and The World in the City. In De-Coca-Colonization.

 New York: Routledge.
Week Seven: Nation-state, national culture, and the politics of globalization

This week we will examine the politics around globalization and how the world order has evolved in the 20th century.
22 February. Readings:

Held, David and Anthony McGrew. 2007. The reconfiguration of Political Power? And The Fate

of National Culture. In Globalization/Anti-Globalization. Cambridge, UK: The Polity Press
24 February. Readings:

Held, David and Anthony McGrew. 2007. The contentious politics of globalization: Mapping

Ideals and Theories and Reconstructing World Order. In Globalization/Anti-
Globalization 
(Log five due before the class)

Week Eight: Postcolonial perspectives on Globalization 
1 March. Readings:

Brennan, Timothy. 2007. Postcolonial Studies and Globalization Theory. In Revathi 

Krishnaswamy and John C. Hawley (Eds). The Postcolonial and the Global. Minneapolis: The University of Minnesota Press.

Hawley, John C. An Interview with Arjun Appadurai. In Revathi Krishnaswamy and John C.

Hawley (Eds). The Postcolonial and the Global. Minneapolis: The University of 

Minnesota Press.

3 March. Prepare/discuss mid-term presentations 

Week Nine and Ten: Assignment two
8 March & 10 March: Group presentations

15 March &17 March: Group presentations

Week Eleven: Spring Break (No classes)

Week Twelve: The idea of development and globalization
This week our focus turns to the so-called developing nations. We will examine the term “development” and its relationships with globalization. 

29 March. Reading: 
Huntington, Samuel. 1987. The goals of development. In Understanding Political Development.

 Boston: Little Brown. [Talk about research proposal and professional report]

31 March. Reading: 

Sivaramakrishnan K. and Arun Agrawal. 2003.  Regional modernities in stories and practices of

development. In Regional Modernities. New Delhi: Oxford University Press.
(Log six due before the class)
Week Thirteen and Fourteenth: We will examine the processes of globalization in World cities and Global city regions beyond the West
5 April. Reading: 

Gugler, Joseph. 2004. Introduction. In Josef Gugler (Ed.) World Cities beyond the West.

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Wu, Weiping and Shahid Yusuf. 2004. Shanghai: Remaking China’s future global city. In Josef

Gugler (Ed.) World Cities beyond the West. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
7 April. Readings:

Salaff, Janet. 2004. Singapore: Forming the family for a World city. In Josef

Gugler (Ed.) World Cities beyond the West. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Abu-Lughod, Janet L. 2004. Cairo: Too many people, not enough land, too few resources. In

Josef Gugler (Ed.) World Cities beyond the West. Cambridge: Cambridge University

Press. (Log seven due before the class)
Weeks Fourteen: Global City Regions: Mumbai/Bombay and Sao Paulo

12 April. Readings:

Segbers, Klaus. 2007. Introduction. In Klaus Segbers (Ed.) The making of Global City Regions.

Baltimore: The John Hopkins University Press.

Patel, Sujata. 2007. Mumbai: The Mega-city of a poor country. In Klaus Segbers (Ed.) The

making of Global City Regions.

Masselos, Jim. 2007. Formal and Informal Structures of Power in Mumbai. In Klaus Segbers

(Ed.) The making of Global City Regions. 

14 April. Readings:

Deak, Casaba and Sueli Schiffer. 2007. Sao Paulo: The Metropolis of an Elite Society. In Klaus

Segbers (Ed.) The making of Global City Regions.

Schiffer, Sueli and Csaba Deak. 2007. Legitimating Power Structures in Sao Paolo. In Klaus

Segbers (Ed.) The making of Global City Regions. (Log eight due before the class)

Week Fifteen: Cultures and their global dynamics
This week onwards we turn our focus towards the cultural and everyday aspects of globalization. 

19 April. Reading:

Berger, Peter L. 2002. The Cultural dynamics of Globalization. In Peter L. Berger and Samuel P.

Huntington (Eds.) Many Globalizations: Cultural Diversity in the Contemporary World.

 New York: Routledge. 
21 April. Reading:

Bayat, Asef. 2007. Islamism and the Politics of Fun. Public Culture, 19(3): 433-459. 

(Log nine due before the class)
Week Sixteen: Bringing it all together
We will conclude this week by bringing different perspectives, analyses and critiques together. 
26 April. Reading:

Friedman, Kajsa Ekholm and Jonathan Friedman. 2008. Introduction and Global Complexity and

the Simplicity of Everyday Life. In Modernities, Class, and the Contradictions of

Globalization. New York: Rowman and LittleField, Feedback and class review

28 April: Final assignment due
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