UPP493. Public Space: Theory, Analysis, and Planning
Spring 2011
Monday & Wednesday 1:30-2:45
Class room ADH 2204
Public spaces are the backbone of the city. Streets, parks, plazas, playgrounds….these represent the quality of the built environment, as well as the vitality of civic life. Their assumed openness grants them with a central role in today’s increasingly diverse cities. Public spaces bring different people together and foster informal interactions. They are not only places for recreation, entertainment, and tourism (such as Chicago’s Millennium Park) but also of formal and informal regulation, contestation and citizen participation. 

Planners are continually exposed to various aspects of public spaces and are confronted to re-imagining public spaces of today and tomorrow.

This course will provide students with a set of tools to theorize, analyze and design the public space. It is designed for graduate and undergraduate students from different academic backgrounds who share curiosity to explore the city and specifically spaces within cities in which humans interact, network, and encounter each other. 

The general objectives of the course are: (1) To gain in-depth understanding of the meaning of public spaces in the city; (2) To analyze various facets of public spaces and; (3)To apply theoretical understandings and analytical skills to plan and design public spaces.
By the end of the course, students will have a grasp of the different notions of public space and will have applied them to understand a Chicago public space of their choice. Students will benefit from working in multidisciplinary teams to produce a final report at the end of the semester.  

Instructor

Marcela Lopez

Email: llopez25@uic.edu

Office: PhD Lounge, CUPPA Hall, 412 S. Peoria St.
Office hours: By appointment 
Course Overview
This course is designed in three modules: history and theory, analytical methods and planning/design. Students will be exposed to diverse social issues affecting the public space as well as different research methods to unveil these to be applied to final projects. 
· The first module provides a historical and theoretical framework to understand the public space, based on which students will learn about key characteristics of public space. 
· The second module focuses on methods of public space analysis. By assessing the multiple layers and components of public spaces, students will be able to produce a thorough analysis of public spaces. This analysis will allow the student to understand the role of physical urban design in shaping people’s activities while being shaped by them. 
· In the third module students will learn about planning and urban design principles to strive for livable urban spaces and will apply these to a project in the Chicago area.
Course Requirements

· WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS must be submitted to the instructor by email (llopez25@uic.edu), by midnight of the due date listed in the course schedule. ATTENDANCE: Students are expected to come to class on time. Class attendance is important for this class and will be tracked regularly. Three unexcused absences will incur a 10-point deduction of your final grade. If you make five unexcused absences, you will receive an F regardless of your accumulated grade. If you have to miss a class, please inform the instructor in advance. 
Assignments 

	Assignments
	Points
	Assignment Type
	Guidelines
	Due Date

	
	Undergraduate
	Graduate
	
	
	

	Class Participation
	10 points
	10 points
	
	
	

	Class Participation
	10 extra points
	10 points
	Reading discussion
	Prepare presentation and facilitate the discussion (15-20 minutes)
	Your sign-in date

	Project proposal
	10 points
	10 points
	Written assignment
	2-3 pages of proposal
	Jan. 26

	Methods exercise
	10 points
	10 points
	Written assignment
	Up to 10 pages
	Feb. 10

	Special topics
	15 points
	10 points
	Presentation/discussion
	Prepare presentation and facilitate the discussion (30 minutes)
	Feb. 14, 16, 21, 23, 28 & Mar. 2

	Mid-term presentation/ report
	15 points
	20 points
	Presentation
	Prepare a 10-15 minute presentation of your project advances
	March 14 & 16

	
	20 points
	20 points
	Written assignment
	10-15 page analysis paper  
	March 16

	Final project
	20 points
	20 points
	Final presentation
	15 minutes
	April 25 & 27

	
	20 points
	20 points
	Final project report
	20-25 page report
	May 2

	Total points
	120 points+ 10 extra
	120 points
	


Grading:

· 100-90%`

:   A

· 80-89%


:   B

· 70-79%


:   C

· 60-69%


:   D

· Below 59%

:   Fail

Academic Integrity

We uphold the university policies on academic integrity. Plagiarism will not be tolerated. Avoid long, direct quotes. When you need to use quotes, make sure you follow quotation guidelines which will be posted on Blackboard. For more information about academic integrity, review the website of the UIC Department of Student Judicial Affairs at www.uic.edu/epts/sja/inegret.htm.
Writing Center

Students are strongly encouraged to take advantage of the Writing Center on campus. Tutors will help you improve your writings in one-on-one sessions. To find more about the Writing Center: www.uic.edu/depts/engl/writing.
Disability Accommodation
If you require special accommodations, please consult with the Office of Disability Services at (312) 413-2183 or (312) 413-0123.
NOTE on Readings Discussion

As part of your class participation you will be responsible for preparing presentations and facilitating class discussions. This is optional for undergraduate students and required for graduate students. You will have 10-15 minutes in total: up to 10 minutes of presentation and 5 minutes of discussion. Power point presentations and printed materials are suggested but not mandatory. Your presentation should include: 

· The author(s)’ main points
· Examples or cases that can help us better grasp the main ideas
· Your personal assessment of the arguments
· Questions for discussion

NOTE on Special topics
Students will be responsible for choosing the reading materials (with the instructor’s assistance) for special topic sessions. A list of topics will be suggested by the instructor but students may propose alternate topics of relevance to the class. Hence, the sessions will be tailored to students’ specific interests. Each student is expected to post readings at least a week in advance on Blackboard, to prepare a 30 minute presentation and to facilitate discussion. Power Point presentation and handouts are encouraged. 

Guidelines for project proposal, mid-term and final project will be provided later in the semester.
NOTE: This syllabus is subject to change.

Course Schedule

	History and politics of the  public space

	Week 1:
Introduction and Overview
	Guiding Questions: 
· What is the public space?: Types, components, functions and qualities of the public space 
· How does public space help us deal with strangers?

Jan. 10
· Introduction
· Syllabus review

Readings:

· Hoffman Brandt Denise. (2009). The View to America Street from Mrs. Fair’s Front Door. Design Observer,OOO July 21

        http://places.designobserver.com/entry.html?entry=13158
Jan. 12
· Readings discussion 
· Project proposal guidelines

Readings:

· Lofland. (1973). Ch. 1: The Problematic World of Strangers. In A World of Strangers: Orders and Action in Urban Space, pp. 3-23.

	Week 2:

General history: public spaces in the city
	Guiding Questions:

· How has the meaning and uses of public space changed over time in the West? 
Jan. 17
· Martin Luther King, Jr., Day. No class.
Jan. 19
· Readings discussion 
· Special topics guidelines
Readings:

· Lofland. (1973). Ch. 2: The Preindustrial City. In A World of Strangers: Orders and Action in Urban Space, pp. 29-55.

· Lofland. (1973). Ch. 3: The Early Industrial City. In A World of Strangers: Orders and Action in Urban Space, pp. 56-65.
· Lofland. (1973). Ch. 4: The Modern City. In A World of Strangers: Orders and Action in Urban Space, pp. 66-91.

	Week 3:

The political dimension of public space

	Project proposals and workplan (Jan 26)
Guiding Questions:

· What is the role of public spaces in the political economy of cities? 
Jan. 24
· Readings discussion 
Readings:
· Low, Setha M. (2000). Ch 3: The History of the Plaza in San Jose, Costa Rica. In On the Plaza: The Politics of Public Space and Culture, pp. 46-83.
· Harvey, D. (2006). The Political Economy of Public Space. In Politics of Public Space, pp. 17-34.
Recommended:
· Low, Setha M. et al. (2005). Ch. 2: Urban Parks, History and Social Context. In Rethinking Urban Parks: Public Space & Cultural Diversity, pp. 19-36 (UIC –e book).
Jan. 26
· Readings discussion 
Readings:
· Mitchell, D. (2003). Ch. 1: To Go Again to Hyde Park: Public Space, Rights and Social Justice. In The Right to the City: Social Justice and the Fight for Public Space, pp. 13-41.
· Low, Setha M. (2000). Ch. 8: Public Space and Protest. In On the Plaza: The Politics of Public Space And Culture, pp. 180-206.

	Methods to analyze the public space

	Week 4:

Public space analysis
	Guiding Questions:

· What are the main aspects to consider when we analyze the public space? What methods are commonly used to analyze the public space?

Jan. 31
· Readings discussion 
· Mid-term guidelines 

· Methods exercise guidelines
Readings:
· Project for Public Spaces. What makes a successful place? http://www.pps.org/articles/grplacefeat/
· Low, Setha M. et al. (2005). Ch. 8: Anthropological methods for assessing cultural values. In Rethinking Urban Parks: Public Space & Cultural Diversity, pp. 175-194 (UIC –e book).
· Photovoice: http://www.photovoice.org/whatwedo/info/photovoice-methods-and-process
Feb. 2
· Readings discussion 
Readings:

· Carmona, M. et al. (2008) Ch. 9: One iconic civic space: Managing Times Square, New York. In Public Space: The Management Dimension, pp. 159-175.
· Low, Setha M. (2000). Ch. 7: Constructing Difference. In On the Plaza: The Politics of Public Space and Culture, pp. 154-179. 

	Week 5:

Public space analysis

	Methods exercise due  (Feb. 10)

Guiding Questions:

· What are important aspects to pay attention to when observing urban spaces? What types of spaces do we deal with when we analyze the public space?
Feb. 7
· Readings Discussion 
· Film clip: William H. Whyte. (1988). The social life of small urban spaces.
Readings:
· Whyte, William H. (1980). The Social Life of Small Urban Spaces. The Conservation Foundation: Washington D.C, pp. 10-23.
· William H. Whyte. (1979). A guide to people watching. In Taylor Lisa, Urban open spaces, pp. 76-77. Cooper-Hewitt Museum.
Feb. 9
· Studio time: Methods to assess the public space

	The social and cultural dimension of public space

	Week 6:

Special topics: Public-private space and redevelopment
Special topics: Age, gender and the public space

	Feb. 14
· Presentation and Readings discussion 

Readings: 

· Staeheli & Mitchell. (2008). The People’s Property? Power, Politics, and the Public. N. Y.: Routledge. Ch. 6 Placing the Public, p. 115-139.
· Cybriwsky, R. (1999). Changing Patterns of Urban Space: Observations and Assessments from the Tokyo and New York Metropolitan Areas. Cities, 16(4): 223-231. 
Feb. 16
· Presentation and Readings discussion 

Readings: 

· Drucker S. & Gumpert G. (1997). Voices in the Street: Explorations on Gender, Media and Public Space. Cresskill, NJ: Hampton Press Inc. Ch, 7: Shopping Women and Public Space, p. 119-135.
· Eckdish Knack R. (2000). Hanging Out: Teens in search for the perfect public space. Planning 4. 

	Week 7:
Special topics: Homelessness and control in public spaces
Special topics: Gentrification and Public art

	Feb. 21
· Presentation and Readings discussion 
Readings: 

· Mitchell, D. (2003). Ch. 4: The end of public space? People’s Park, the Public and the Right to the City. In The Right to the City: Social Justice and the Fight for Public Space, pp. 119-160.

· Dixon, Levine & McAuley. (2006). Locating impropriety: Street Drinking, Moral Order, and the Ideological Dilemma of Public Space. Political Psychology, 27 (2): 187-206. 
Recommended:
· Barry, Dan. October 15, 2010. Dead of a Fulton Fish Market Fixture.  NY Times. http://www.nytimes.com/2010/10/17/nyregion/17annie.html?pagewanted=1&;_r=3&ref=general&src=me
Feb. 23

· Presentation and Readings discussion 

Readings: 

· Newman, K. (2004). Newark, Decline and Avoidance, Renaissance and Desire: From Disinvestment to Investment. The Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science, 594: 34-48.
· Zebracki et al. (2010). Deconstructing public artopia: Situating public-art claims within practice. Geoforum, 41: 786-795.
Recommended:
· Jerome, S. (2007). Grove Park residents wary of University intrusion: http://www.chicagomaroon.com/2007/4/17/grove-parc-residents-wary-of-university-intrusion
· Horowitz, G. (2001). Public Art/Public Space: The Spectacle of the Tilted Arc Controversy. The Journal of Aesthetics and Art Criticism.
· Grams, D. (2005). Territorial Markers: a case study of the public art of Bronzeville. Cultural Policy Center at the University of Chicago, working paper. 

	Week 8:

Residual spaces and temporary public spaces

	Feb. 28
· Presentation and Readings discussion 

Readings: 

· Wikström, Tomas. (2005). Residual space and transgressive spatial practices: the uses and meaning of un-formed space. Nordisk Arkitekturforskning, 1: 47-68.

· Locus Lab. (2009). No Vacancy: Exploring Temporary Use of Empty Spaces in the Central East Side Industrial District. American Planning Association.
Recommended:
· Winterbottom D. (2000). Residual Space Re-evaluated. Places 13(3): 40-47.

· Zelinka and Johnston. (2005). Accidental spaces. Planning, December: 42-44.
Mar. 2
· Film and readings discussion 
Film:

· Film: The Garden (2008), Scott Hamilton Kennedy
http://www.thegardenmovie.com/trailer/
Reading: 

· Staeheli, L, Mitchell & Gibson. (2002). Conflicting Rights to the City in New York’s Community Gardens. GeoJournal, 58:197-205. 

	Planning and designing the public space 

	Week 9:
Introduction to public space planning 
Public spaces management and legislation
	Guiding Questions:

· What steps can we follow to plan for the public space? What can we learn from other case studies? What public spaces can be temporary and why are they beneficial?
Mar. 7 
· Case study discussion
Readings: 
· APA Award: Application of the Planning Process. (2008). Creating a New Place:A Concept Plan for 15 Peabody Street. Tufts University, Department of Urban and Environmental Policy (on Blackboard). http://www.salemsound.org/salempark.htm
· APA Award: Application of the Planning Process. (2010). Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Department of Urban Studies and Planning. St. Claude in Common (on Blackboard). http://www.planning.org/awards/2010/index.htm
Mar. 9
· Reading discussion
Readings: 

· Talen, Emily. (2009). Design by the rules: the historical underpinnings of Form-based Codes. JAPA 75(2): 144-160.

· Carmona, M. et al. (2008). Ch.4: Models of Public Space Management, In Public Space: The Management Dimension. New York: Routledge, pp. 65-80 (library reserve).
Recommended: 
· Taylor Lisa. (1979). Wishful Thinking Legislation, In Urban open spaces. Cooper-Hewitt Museum, pp. 19-30.
· Heather Knight, San Francisco ChronicleMarch 2, 2010 04:00 AMMarch 2, 2010, Mayor to introduce 2 plans for sit/lie law today, SFGate, San Francisco Chronicle. http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2010/03/01/MNN91C9B2V.DTL#ixzz1AnCzI4IM
· Lee 8 Jennifer, November 23, 2009, ”Artist Arrested for 42nd Time, This Time on the High Line”, The New York Times, City Room. http://cityroom.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/11/23/artist-arrested-for-42nd-time-this-time-on-the-high-line/

	Week 10:

Mid-term presentations

	Mid-term analysis delivery (Mar. 16)

Mar. 14
· Mid-term presentation 

Mar. 16
· Mid-term presentation
· Final project guidelines

	Week 11:

Spring break
	Mar. 21 & 23
· Spring break, no classes

	Week 12:

 “Place Making” and Urban Design
	Guiding Questions:

· What are some of the desired characteristics of a public space? What is place making and how does it enhance the public space?
Mar. 28
· Readings Discussion 
· Film clip: William H. Whyte. (1988). The social life of small urban spaces.
Reading:
· Whyte, William H. (1980). The Social Life of Small Urban Spaces. The Conservation Foundation: Washington D.C, pp. 24-75 & 90-101.
Mar. 30
· Readings discussion
Readings:

· Gehl, Jan. (1987). Ch 1. Life Between Buildings. Life Between Buildings: Using Public Space. New York: Van Nostrand Reinhold Company, pp. 10-53.  

· Gehl, Jan. (1987). Ch 2. Prerequisites for Planning. Life Between Buildings: Using Public Space. New York: Van Nostrand Reinhold Company, pp. 54-81.  

	Week 13:

Public space design
	Guiding Questions:

· How do we translate our understanding of public spaces into design?
Apr. 4
· Readings discussion 

Readings: 
· Carmona et al. (2003). Ch. 7: The Visual Dimension. pp. 130-164. In Public Places, Urban Spaces.
· Bosselmann, P. (2008). Ch. 3: To Measure. In Urban Transformation: Understanding City Design and Form, pp. 137- 164.
Recommended:

· Gehl, Jan. (1987). Ch 4. Spaces for Walking, Places for Staying: Detail Planning. Life Between Buildings: Using Public Space. New York: Van Nostrand Reinhold Company, pp. 82-129. 
Apr. 6
· Studio time: concept and design strategies/ methodological framework & triangulation/ vision & strategies 

	Week 14:

Design principles: Plazas, Parks, Pocket Parks, Streets


	Guiding Questions:

· What elements, functions and activities need to be considered when designing urban plazas, public parks, streets and pocket parks? 

Apr. 11
· Readings discussion 

Readings (choose the one that applies to your project): 

· Cooper Marcus et al. (1997). Ch. 1: Urban Plazas. In People Places: Design Guidelines for Urban Open Space. NY: John Wiley and Sons, pp. 13-84.
· Cooper Marcus et al. (1997). Ch. 2: Neighborhood Parks. In People Places: Design Guidelines for Urban Open Space. NY: John Wiley and Sons, pp. 85-148. 
· Bosselmann, P. (2008). Ch. 5: To Define: Urban design Principles for City Streets. In Urban Transformation: Understanding City Design and Form, pp. 223- 248.  
Apr. 13
· Studio time: detailed design and urban elements/ analysis of findings/ implementation

	Week 15:

Wrap-UP
	Apr. 18
· Invited speaker (TBA)
Apr. 20
· Course wrap-up and evaluation

	Week 16:

Final Presentations
	Apr. 25 & 27
· Final Presentations

	Week 17: 

Evaluation week
	Final project Due (May 2)

May 2
· Final project submission 
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