SYLLABUS

Introduction to Bicycle Planning

UPP 493, Summer 2009

University of Illinois at Chicago

Instructors: Ed Barsotti, ed@bikelib.org, 630-978-0583

 Jessica Thompson, jessica@bikelib.org, 224-856-1291

The purpose of this course is to provide students an introduction to the technical aspects and real-life issues of bicycle planning.  Bicycle planning is becoming more common in major cities, suburbs, and even small towns across the United States.  Many Illinois planners that are not knowledgeable on bicycle planning issues are finding themselves responsible for making bikeway-related plans and decisions.  This course will familiarize students with bicycle planning tools, relevant national standards, best practices, related “political” issues and policy techniques, available funding sources, and implementation strategies.  Learning will occur through readings, discussions, hands-on activities, a group project, and an (optional) class bike ride.

Ed Barsotti is Executive Director and Jessica Thompson is Project Planner for the statewide non-profit League of Illinois Bicyclists (LIB).  LIB is a bicycle advocacy organization that has served as consultant on a dozen local bike plans and advisor for dozens of other communities.
Lesson 1 (5/20/09): Introduction, overview, and proper bicycle/car interaction
· Opening exercise and discussion
· Motivation, and needs of cyclists

· Products and process of bike planning

· Review of two bicycle plans

· Bike safety and motorist “Share the Road” lesson – a prelude to infrastructure discussion 
Readings required prior to this class:  
· Federal Highway Administration University Course on Bicycle and Pedestrian Transportation (www.tfhrc.gov/safety/pedbike/pubs/05085) Chapters  1, 2, 3 (bike), 4, 7
· Guide to Municipal Bicycle and Pedestrian Planning (www.bikelib.org/guides/planningguide.pdf)
· City of Batavia Bicycle Plan (www.bikelib.org/batavia/bataviabikeplan20070423.pdf); and         City of Chicago Bike 2015 Plan (http://www.bike2015plan.org/pdf/bike2015plan.pdf) - scan each plan’s general structure, process, and products, skipping specific geographic details.
Lesson 2 (5/27/09): Bicycle Planning:  Technical aspects, policies, and implementation

· Bikeway infrastructure:  types of bikeways, national standards, other infrastructure

· Planning Tools:  Bicycle Level of Service (BLOS), Sidepath Suitability Score, etc.

· Non-infrastructure programs:  education, encouragement, enforcement

· Implementation:  costs and funding, policies, political and strategic tips
Readings required prior to this class:

· Federal Highway Administration University Course on Bicycle and Pedestrian Transportation (www.tfhrc.gov/safety/pedbike/pubs/05085) Chapters  13-15, 17-19, 24
· IDOT Safe Routes to School grant program – travel plan (www.dot.il.gov/saferoutes/Files/School%20Travel%20Plan%20guidance.pdf), pp. 3-17
· Complete Streets road project audit (http://www.bikelib.org/completestreets/audit.pdf)
· Bicycle Level of Service calculator (http://www.bikelib.org/roads/blos/losform.htm) – try out
Lesson 3 (6/3/09): Public input and Bike Planning Exercise
· Public input and resident involvement
· Sample public brainstorming session and group post-analysis
Readings required prior to this class:

· Bicycle Friendly Community application, part 2:  (www.bikeleague.org/programs/bicyclefriendlyamerica/pdfs/bfc_part_ii_application.pdf)
Lesson 4 (6/10/09): Group Plan Presentations and Wrap-up

· 15-minute group bike plan presentations “to City Council” – written reports due, too 
· Professional opportunities in bicycle planning and other wrap-up
Grading:

Attendance & participation…25%

Group project (written report and oral presentation)…75%
The group project:   the mayor assigns you to plan a course of action in winning national Bicycle Friendly Community designation for the town in which you work.  You decide to develop a bicycle plan, which must be “presented to City Council” in written form and orally (8-12 pages, 15 minutes).  This project will likely involve developing an (unofficial) bike plan for a small suburb or subset of a larger suburb in the Chicago area.
