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JANET L. SMITH


412 S. Peoria (MC 348)   Chicago, Illinois 60607
Office: 312.996.2151
FAX: 312.413.2314
janets@uic.edu
EDUCATION
Ph.D. in Urban Studies, Cleveland State University, 1998. 

Dissertation: Interpreting Neighborhood Change
Master of Urban Planning, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, 1990.

Thesis: The Role of Transitional Housing in Creating Access To Permanent Housing For Homeless Women.
Bachelor of Fine Arts in Industrial Design, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, 1985.
CURRENT POSITION
Associate Professor, Urban Planning and Policy Program, University of Illinois at Chicago, August 2004 - present.

Co-Director, Nathalie P. Voorhees Center for Neighborhood and Community Improvement, University of Illinois at Chicago, August 2004 - present.

Specialization: Community Development with an emphasis on affordable housing preservation and production and issues of equity and diversity.
RESEARCH projects

State of the Housing Voucher Program in Illinois: Research will produce an analysis of where people who use vouchers are living relative to affordable housing, racial segregation and economic opportunity. (PI; Funded by The Field Foundation, $19,900). 7/07-6/08.
Assessing the Built Environment for People with Disabilities in Chicago: Research will produce an index and tools for assessing communities in terms of environmental factors affecting health and access. (PI; Funded by the Chicago Community Trust. 5/07-6/08.
Valuing North Suburban Immigrants: In partnership with Interfaith Housing Center, research will examine best practices and produce data that will be used to organize immigrants and develop leadership around affordable housing and other issues in several north suburban communities. (co-PI; Funded by The Chicago Community Trust, $150,000). 7/07-6/10.
Affordable Housing Plan for the Village of Winnetka: Research and plan development for the village to determine affordable housing need and identify strategies. (co-PI; Funded by Village of Winnetka, $35,000). 6/07-12-07.
Housing Impact Study: Assessing the impact of two proposals for North Shore Estates property on current residents, the community and affordable housing in Highwood, IL. (PI; funded by Family Service of South Lake County, $9,400) 12/05-4/06.
Engaging underserved communities to reduce health disparities: Developing community plans in two urban and two rural communities focusing on built environment and health outcomes (PI; funded by University of Illinois at Rockford / Project EXPORT Center, $107,300). 9/05 – 8/08
Accessible Affordable Housing in Illinois. Analysis of the state of accessible affordable housing for people with disabilities in Illinois (PI; funded by Polk Bros. Foundation, $20,000). 2/05-6/07
Preserving Affordable Housing in North Lawndale: Working with the Chicago Rehab Network to develop materials to educate community about preserving affordable housing. (Co-PI; funded by US Department of Housing and Urban Development, “New Directions” grant, $38,000). 1/05-10/06

South Side Empowerment Zone Market Analysis: Market analysis for economic development agency to help in recruiting and retaining businesses. (PI; funded by South Side Empowerment Zone, $12,500) 11/04-4/05
Making positive change in non-gentrifying neighborhoods: Coordinating project that provides technical assistance to 4 Chicago communities to help them develop strategies to improve their community. (PI; funded by the Chicago Community Trust, $40,000). 11/04-10/05 
State of Illinois Consolidated Plan: Co-coordinating data collection and analysis for 5-year statewide housing and community develop plan required by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. (Co-PI with Chicago Rehab Network; funded by Illinois Housing Development Authority, $34,000). 6/04-10/04
Full Circle Project (TOPS): Coordinating evaluation team for 3 year federal grant to Northeastern Illinois Planning Commission (NIPC) that will provide technology and training to collect data and produce redevelopment plans in 7 communities. (Co-PI; funded by NIPC, $66,000). 3/04-6/07

What do women need?: Conducting qualitative and quantitative research to help the foundation better understand the needs of lower income working women in Chicago. (PI; The Eleanor Foundation, $8,000). 11/03-5/04

Housing Dynamics Project: Coordinated a team of 12 researchers utilizing the US Census to examine changes in housing and neighborhood conditions in Chicago and the region in order to develop frameworks for examining change and strategies for dealing with change. (PI; Great Cities Seed Grant and VNC, $7,500). 7/02-6/03

Homeless Needs Assessment Methodology: Developed and implemented annual homeless needs assessment methodology for Chicago region, producing training materials, and developing a web-based infrastructure to continue annual data collection in future (PI; funded by the Illinois Regional Continuum of Care Roundtable; $496,000). 6/00-6/02
Assets and Neighborhoods: Investigated the role of individual assets in neighborhood revitalization strategies, producing a model that illustrates means that might help community-based organizations to implement asset building strategies and to capture spillover effects when possible (Co-PI; funding from Fannie Mae Foundation, $9,900). 1/01-08/01
Counseling Section 8 Recipients: Examined effects of different counseling programs on tenants relocating from Chicago Housing Authority buildings and Section 8 participants (with the Urban Institute; funded by John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation; $33,000). 1/00-6/02
SRO Housing in Chicago: Documented SRO housing in the City of Chicago in terms of the supply and demand for this type of accommodation (with Williams and Goodman, consultants; funded by the City of Chicago Dept. of Planning and Development, $19,000). 1/00-12/00
Chicago Region Rental Market Study: Collected and analyzed data on current availability of affordable rental housing in six county area, and identified factors affecting supply and demand (Co-PI; funding from HUD, other agencies and foundations; $700,000). 02/99-12/99
ARTICLES

Smith, Janet. “At the Crossroad: Standing still and moving forward.” American Journal of Community Psychology, July 2006.
Weber, Rachel and Janet Smith. “Assets and Neighborhoods: The Role of Individual Assets in Neighborhood Revitalization.” Housing Policy Debate, Volume 14, June 2003.

Smith, Janet. “HOPE VI and New Urbanism: Eliminating Low-Income Housing to Make Mixed-Income Communities.” Planners Network, No. 151: 22-25, 2002.

Smith, Janet. “The Space of Local Control in US Public Housing Devolution.” Geografiska Annaler B, 83 (4): 221-233, 2000.

Smith, Janet. “Cleaning Up Public Housing By Sweeping out the Poor.” Habitat International, 23(1): 49-62, 1999.

Kaufman, Sanda and Janet Smith. “Framing and Reframing in Land Use Conflicts.” Journal of Architectural and Planning Research, special issue on conflict management in urban planning, development and design. 16(2): 164-80, 1999.

Smith, Janet. “Understanding Race as a Political Construct.” Critical Planning, 4(Spring) 1997.

Kaufman, Sanda and Janet Smith. “Locally Unwanted Land Use Change: The Case of GSX.” Journal of Planning Education and Research, 1997.

Balfour, Danny and Janet Smith. “Transforming Lease-Purchase Programs for Low-Income Families: Towards Empowerment and Engagement.”  Journal of Urban Affairs, 18(2): 173-188, 1996.

Keating, W. Dennis and Janet Smith. “In Cleveland (and elsewhere): A Thorny Dilemma.” Community Economics, Spring, 1994.

EDITED VOLUMES AND BOOK CHAPTERS

Bennett, Larry, Janet Smith, Patricia Wright (editors). Where are Poor People to Live? Transforming Public Housing Communities. M.E. Sharpe, 2006.

Smith, Janet. “Public Housing Transformation: Evolving National Policy,” The Chicago Housing Authority’s Plan for Transformation,” and “Mixed-Income Housing: Designing out Poverty or Pushing out the Poor?” in Where are Poor People to Live? Transforming Public Housing Communities. M.E. Sharpe, 2006.

Smith, Janet. “Diminishing High-Rise Public Housing.” In Chicago Architecture: Histories, Revisions, Alternatives, University of Chicago Press, 2005.

Smith, Janet and Roberta Reichtell. “Changing Neighborhoods and Research for Diversity in Cleveland.” Case study included in The Collaborative Community: New Models for Social Research, Phil Nyden, Anne Figert, Darryl Burrows and Mark Shibley (editors), Pine Ridge Press, 1997.

Keating, W. Dennis and Janet Smith. “Neighborhoods in Transition” and “Past Federal Policy for Urban Neighborhoods.” In Revitalizing Urban Neighborhoods, W. Dennis Keating, Norman Krumholz, and Phil Star (editors), University Press of Kansas, 1996.

Research Reports

Smith, Janet, Martha Glas, Sam Finklestein, Lenore Vanik. Locating Affordable and Accessible Housing for People with Disabilities in Illinois. UIC Voorhees Center with Housing Action Illinois and Latinos United, April 2007.
Smith, Janet and Nancy Hudspeth. Evaluation of the Full Circle Project. Prepared for Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning and US Department of Commerce. UIC Voorhees Center. December 2006.
Smith, Janet, Nancy Hudspeth, Dawni Freeman. Impact Study: Comparing Two Proposals for North Shore Estates, and Highwood, Illinois: People, Housing, Real Estate. Prepared for Family Service of South Lake County. UIC Voorhees Center, April 2006.

Zelalem, Yittayih, Janet Smith, Martha Glas, Nancy Hudspeth. Affordable Housing Conditions and Outlook in Chicago: An Early Warning for Intervention. UIC Voorhees Center, March 2006. 

Smith, Janet, Martha Glas and Nancy Hudspeth. Looking Ahead: Understanding the Kenwood and Oakland Housing Markets UIC Voorhees Center, January 2006.

Smith, Janet. The First Community Land Trust of Chicago: A Strategic Framework for the Future. Prepared for the West Humboldt Park Family and Community Development Council. UIC Voorhees Center, December 2005.

Smith, Janet and Martha Glas. The Case for Transit-Oriented Development in the Greater Roseland Area. Prepared for Developing Communities Project. UIC Voorhees Center, October 2005.

Zelalem, Yittayih, Nancy Hudspeth, Daniel Cooper, and Janet Smith. Profile of the National Teachers Academy and the Surrounding Community. Prepared for UIC Department of Education. UIC Voorhees Center, September 2005.

Smith, Janet and Nancy Hudspeth. An Assessment of the South Side Empowerment Zone: Residents’ Consumer Spending. Prepared for Prim Lawrence Group. UIC Voorhees Center, December 2004.

Smith, Janet, Nancy Hudspeth, and Sean Terry. An Assessment of the South Side Empowerment Zone:  Commercial Business Inventory, Retail Gap Analysis and Future Demand. Prepared for Prim Lawrence Group. UIC Voorhees Center, December 2004.

HOME Program - IHARP Report. Third annual report. UIC Voorhees Center, Housing Action Illinois, and Latinos United, November 2004.

Smith, Janet. The State of Rental Housing in the Chicago Region. UIC Voorhees Center, October 2003.

Smith, Janet. Older Homeless People and At-Risk People in the Chicago Area. Prepared for the Illinois Regional Continuum of Care Roundtable. UIC Urban Planning and Policy Program, February 2003.

Smith, Janet, Charles Hoch, Timothy Johnson, Ingrid Graf, Barbara Sherry, Cedric Williams. Homeless Needs Assessment Methodology for the Chicago Region: A report to the Illinois Regional Continuum of Care Roundtable. UIC Urban Planning and Policy Program, 2002.

Weber, Rachel and Janet Smith. 2001. Assets and Neighborhoods: The Role of Individual Assets in Neighborhood Revitalization. Fannie Mae Foundation 2001 Housing Conference proceedings, http://www.knowledgeplex.org/, 2001.
Williams, Christine and Janet Smith. SRO Housing Study. Prepared for the City of Chicago, Fall 2000.

Wright, Patricia et al. Affordable Housing Implementation Plan for the City of Highland Park, Prepared for the City of Highland Park Housing Commission, Fall 2000.
Smith, Janet, Anne Knepler, and Doug Schenkleberg. Relocation and Mobility Counseling Assessment: Process Study. Prepared for the Urban Institute, September 2000.

Illinois Assisted Housing and Research Project. First annual report. UIC Voorhees Center, Statewide Housing Action Council, and Latinos United, March 2000.

For Rent: Housing Options in the Chicago Region. Report prepared for Metropolitan Planning Council by the University of Illinois at Chicago, November, 1999. http://www.metroplanning.org.

Smith, Janet and Barbara Sherry. Estimating Demand for Affordable Rental Housing in the Chicago Region. Report prepared for Metropolitan Planning Council, October, 1999.

INDIVIDUAL GRANTS AND AWARDS
Campus Research Board, University of Illinois at Chicago, 2004-2005.

Seed Grant, Great Cities Institute, University of Illinois at Chicago, 2002-2003.

Faculty Scholar, Great Cities Institute, University of Illinois at Chicago, 1999-2000.

Summer Enhancement Grant, University of Illinois at Chicago, 1998.

Dissertation Research Grant, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, 1996.

Graduate Student Research Expense Award, Graduate College, Cleveland State University, 1996.

Outstanding Achievement in the Master’s Thesis, 1990.

Karl B. Lohman Award for outstanding act and showing exceptional professional promise, Department of Urban and Regional Planning, 1990.

SERVICE, PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS AND MEMBERSHIPS
Urban Affairs Association, Governing Board Member, 2001-07 and Board Chair, 2006-07.

International Sociological Association, Research Committee 43 on Housing and the Built Environment, elected board member, 2002-present.

Editorial Board Member, Journal of Urban Affairs, 2001-2007.

Co-Chair, UIC Chancellor’s Committee on the Status of Persons with Disabilities (appointed), 2005-07.

Chicago Sister Cities International Program, Birmingham committee member, 2004-present.

Interfaith Housing Development Corporation, board member, 2004-present.

Literacy Works, advisory board member, 2005-present.

Previous RESEARCH AND PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
Assistant Professor, Urban Planning and Policy Program, University of Illinois at Chicago, 1997- 2004.

Instructor, Levin College of Urban Affairs, Cleveland State University (1995-97) 

Research Assistant, Levin College of Urban Affairs, Cleveland State University (1993-96)

Consultant, A Woman's Fund, Urbana, IL (1991-92)

Instructor, Department of Urban and Regional Planning, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign (1989-91)

Research Associate, Housing Research and Development Program, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign (1987-91)
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