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Planning Theory and Reform in Transitional China
Tingwei Zhang

[Abstract]

The paper provides a framework for the construction of the Chinese planning theory.
The author suggests that the planning theory should consist of three parts: the normative
theory (planning values), the procedural theory (the planning process), and the institutional
theory (planning institutions). The author further argues that the Chinese planning theory is
fostered and influenced by the traditional Chinese philosophy, the legacy of China’s
socialist practice in the last fifty years, and the west planning theory and practice
introduced to China after the economic reform.

The article also analyzes the planning reform in the transitional period. Experienced
misled planning practices in many Chinese cities, the reform in the transitional period
should focus on two tasks: to return to planning’s basic distribution function, and to
strengthen planning implementation capacity.
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