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The basic principle of planning is common sense

Abstract
The article has developed three propositions. First, the basic principle of urban planning is on
common sense. Common sense has to be understood in the changing world so it is dynamic rather
than static. Second, common sense provides the foundation for consensus building which leads to
a win-win solution through communicative planning and collaborative planning. Third, most
mistakes and wrong doings in the planning practice in China are rooted in neglecting people’s
basic needs or common sense. Only by understanding and satisfying residents’ basic needs, could
urban planners fulfill their professional mission.
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