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THE UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT CHICAGO

The University of Illinois at Chicago (UIC) is a comprehensive public university located in the heart of one of the nation's largest metropolitan areas. Its mission consists of three traditional elements-- teaching, research, and public service-- each shaped by and relevant to its metropolitan setting.

With more than 25,000 students, the University of Illinois at Chicago (UIC) is the largest university in the Chicago area and one of just 88 Research I universities in the United States. Located just west of Chicago's downtown, UIC is a vital part of the educational, technological and cultural fabric of the region. Through its 15 academic colleges, UIC offers doctoral programs in 58 disciplines and master’s degrees in 86 fields.

THE COLLEGE OF URBAN PLANNING AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS

The broad mission of the College of Urban Planning and Public Affairs is to provide innovative urban planning and public management education that puts engaged research to purposeful use at home and abroad. The principal means by which the mission is accomplished are interdisciplinary teaching, research, professional practice, and public service. Furthermore, cultural diversity in the composition of faculty, staff and students, as well as in the nature of its substantive work, is a founding principle of the College.

The College prepares high quality professional leaders in urban and public affairs and provides assistance on policy issues confronting urban policy-makers in the government, community, and business sectors. As an integral part of UIC’s metropolitan commitment, CUPPA plays a leading role in outreach to the Chicago area and works with other campus units to implement the Great Cities Initiative. While UIC’s Chicago setting provides the focus for many of its activities, the College seeks to be a focal point for the examination of urban issues as they are confronted worldwide.

THE URBAN PLANNING AND POLICY PROGRAM

The Urban Planning and Policy Program (UPP) offers course work leading to the Master of Urban Planning and Policy (MUPP) and the Ph.D. in Urban Planning and Policy. Hundreds of UPP graduates currently engage in a variety of planning and management occupations throughout the United States and the world.

Planning knowledge proves valuable in public and private sector occupations that may range from site planning for a local development corporation to making plans for a regional transportation corridor. Planning students in UPP learn to use innovative concepts and state of art technology to analyze problems, craft solutions, conduct simulations, evaluate programs and otherwise apply the basic elements of planning craft.

In addition, each acquires specialized knowledge in at least one area of specialization: community development, economic development, globalization and international planning, physical planning or urban transportation.

The specific objectives of the Urban Planning and Policy Program are to provide students with:

· An awareness of the institutional and structural forces that influence the development of urban areas and the lives of urban residents.

· Competence in state-of-the-art technology used in planning analysis.

· The skills necessary to design and evaluate the feasibility, fairness, and potential effectiveness of alternative projects, programs, and policies.

· Knowledge of the processes for implementing public plans and programs, particularly in the chosen area of specialization.

· A comprehensive program offering specializations in community development, economic

· development, globalization and international planning, physical planning and transportation planning, as well as the opportunity to develop a user-defined specialization subject to faculty approval.

· Exposure to the issues of efficiency, equity and social justice.

· Experience in planning through internships, master=s projects, studios or research assistantships.

· Exposure to practitioners through guest lectures and site visits.

· Exposure to a diverse faculty and student body.

· An advanced degree in urban planning and job placement assistance.

THE UPP FACULTY

Kheir Al-Kodmany: kheir@uic.edu; 312-413-3884. Associate Professor. BA, BS, University of

Damascus, Syria (1986); MA, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign (1989); PhD, University of

Illinois at Urbana- Champaign (1995). Physical planning, quantitative analysis, and urban design.

Philip Ashton: pashton@uic.edu; 312-996-5240. Assistant Professor. BA, University of Winnipeg, Monitoba, Canada, (1990); MUP, McGill University, Montreal, PQ Canada (1993); PhD, Rutgers University, New Brunswick, NJ (2005). Methods of planning analysis; Urban Studies

John Betancur: betancur@uic.edu; 312-996-2125. Associate Professor. BA, Universidad Pontifica

Bolivariana, Medellin, Columbia (1971); Sociology Degree, Universidad San Buenaventura, Medellin,

Colombia (1974); MUPP, University of Illinois at Chicago (1977); PhD, University of Illinois at

Chicago (1986). Economic development, international development.

Douglas Gills: dgills@uic.edu; 312-996-2174. Associate Professor. BA, University of North Carolina

at Durham, (1968); MA, North Carolina Central University (1972); PhD, Northwestern University,

(1993). Community and economic development.

George C. Hemmens. Professor Emeritus. BA, University of Illinois (1957); MRP, University of

North Carolina (1959); PhD, Massachusetts Institute of Technology (1966). Planning theory, urban

development, and public policy.

Charles J. Hoch: chashoch@uic.edu; 312-996-2156. Professor. BA, San Diego State University

(1970); MCP, San Diego University (1975); PhD, University of California, Los Angeles (1980).

Physical planning, housing planning and policy.

Martin S. Jaffe: mjaffe@uic.edu; 312-996-2178. Associate Professor. BA, Wayne State University

(1969); JD, Wayne State Law School (1973); LLM, DePaul School of Law (1985). Land use and

environmental planning, physical planning.

Kazuya Kawamura: kazuya@uic.edu; 312-413-1269. Assistant Professor. BS, North Carolina State

University (1988); MS, University of California, Berkeley (1989); PhD, University of California,

Berkeley (1999). Freight transportation, transportation economics, environmental justice.

Rafaella Y. Nanetti: rnanetti@uic.edu; 312-996-2175. Professor. Laurea in Political Science, University

of Milan (1967); Certificate in American Studies, Johns Hopkins University (1968); MUPP, University

of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign (1970); PhD, University of Michigan (1977). International planning,

community development, neighborhood policy.

Charles J. Orlebeke: chasorle@uic.edu; 312-996-2167. Professor Emeritus. BA, Calvin College

(1957); MA, Michigan StateUniversity (1959); PhD, Michigan State University (1965). Public finance,

urban policy, and management skills.

Brenda K. Parker: bkparker@uic.edu; 312-996-2167. Assistant Professor. BS, MA Michigan State University; PhD, University of Wisconsin (2008). Gender and neoliberalism, political economy, evaluation methods.

David C. Perry: dperry@uic.edu; 312-355-3926. Professor. BS, St. John Fisher College (1964);

MPA, Syracuse University (1966); PhD, Syracuse University (1971). Economic development, planning

theory and political economy.

Michael Shiffer: mshiffer@uic.edu; 312-355-0309. Associate Professor. BA, DePaul University; MUP,

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign; PhD, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.

Transportation planning and policy, data visualization, quantitative methods.

Ashish Sen: Professor Emeritus. BS, Calcutta University (1962); MA, University of Toronto (1964);

PhD, University of Toronto (1971). Statistics and quantitative methods, transportation

Janet Smith: janets@uic.edu; 312-996-2151. Associate Professor. BA, University of Illinois at

Urbana-Champaign (1985); MA, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign (1990); Ph.D., Cleveland

State University (1998). Housing, community development, poverty and race issues.
Piyushimita (Vonu) Thakuriah: vonu-pt@uic.edu; 312-355-0447. Associate Professor. BA, University

of Delhi, India (1987); MA, University of Delhi, India (1989); MUPP, University of Illinois at Chicago

(1991); PhD, University of Illinois at Chicago (1994). Transportation, statistics and quantitative

methods.

Nikolas Theodore: theodore@uic.edu; 312-355-1340. Assistant Professor. BA, Macalester College

(1986); MUPP, University of Illinois at Chicago (1989); PhD, University of Illinois at Chicago (2000).

Economic development, labor markets, urban policy.

Rachel N. Weber: rachelw@uic.edu; 312-355-0307. Associate Professor. BA, Brown University

(1989); MA, Cornell University (1995); Ph.D., Cornell University (1998). Local and regional

economic development, industrial location, and public finance.

Curt Winkle: cwinkle@uic.edu; 312-996-2155. Associate Professor. BS, Indiana State University

(1978); MCRP, Rutgers University (1980); PhD, Rutgers University (1986). Health planning,

management skills, program evaluation, statistics.

Moria Zellner: mzellner@uic.edu; 312-996-2149. Assistant Professor. Degree in Biological Sciences, Centro De Altos Estudios en Ciencias Exactas (1995); MUP, University of Michigan (2000); PhD, Univeristy of Michigan (2005).  Environmental and land-use planning, complexity modeling.
Tingwei Zhang: tzhang@uic.edu; 312-355-0303. Assistant Professor. BA, Tong Ji University (1968);

MA, Tong Ji University (1981); PhD, University of Illinois at Chicago (1992). Quantitative analysis,

urban design, international planning.

THE UPP STAFF

Martin Jaffe: mjaffe@uic.edu; 312-996-2178. Director and Associate Professor.

Kheir Al-Kodmany: kheir@uic.edu; 312-413-7599. Director of Graduate Studies and Associate Professor.

Ann Barnds: abarnd1@uic.edu; 312-996-2165. Assistant to the Director.

Wei Liu: weiliu@uic.edu; 312-413-1617. Assistant to the Director for Budgeting

Hazel Brown: memi@uic.edu; 312-996-6211.  Admissions and Records Officer

COLLEGE STAFF

Valerie Werner: vwerne1@uic.edu; 312-413-2292. Interim Assistant Dean for Student Services.

CUPPA RESEARCH CENTERS

Many urban planning students gain experience working as research assistants with centers in the college.  The College of Urban Planning and Public Affairs has six research centers, listed below. College faculty and staff also hold appointments with other UIC units such as the City Design Center and the Institute of Government and Public Affairs.

The Center for Urban Economic Development (UICUED)

UICUED provides technical support services to public, private, and community bodies in activities

relating to community economic development and the retention and expansion of existing industry and

commerce.

UICUED addresses the economic needs of Chicago and other urban centers. Its major emphasis is on

retaining and expanding the economic base of metropolitan areas and improving conditions for low- and moderate-income and minority populations. UICUED pursues this goal through technical assistance to community organizations and local governments, through assistance to community organizations and local governments, and through policy research.

UICUED's professional staff has backgrounds in economics, urban planning, community organizing,

business administration, social work, education, and the social sciences. They are assisted by research

assistants from the College of Urban Planning and Public Affairs, other University faculty, visiting

scholars, consultants, and support staff.

The Nathalie P. Voorhees Center for Neighborhood and Community Improvement

In 1979, the Nathalie P. Voorhees Center for Neighborhood and Community Improvement (VNC)

was founded with a major gift from Alan and Nathalie P. Voorhees. Since its founding, VNC has

developed a reputation for responding to the technical assistance and research needs of many

community organizations and coalitions in the Chicago area.

As a center within UICUED, VNC offers hands-on experience to graduate students in the Masters of

Urban Planning and Policy (MUPP) program. Graduate students and staff together undertake the

research and outreach required to maintain VNC's strong commitment to community development in

Chicago's neighborhoods.

The Great Cities Institute

The Great Cities Institute provides opportunities for interdisciplinary, applied research to UIC scholars

and students to address urban issues in Chicago and other metropolitan areas.

The Great Cities Institute consists of faculty, known as Scholars, selected from UIC departments and

released from teaching to pursue their research projects for periods ranging from a semester to several

years. In addition, the institute accommodates faculty and professionals from elsewhere for sabbaticals

or through other arrangements. The Great Cities Institute pursues its mission through the following

objectives:

· To conduct large, long-term, interdisciplinary thematic research projects.

· To conduct demand-responsive, short-term policy research and technical assistance projects

that meet community needs.

· To provide coordination and assistance for the development of basic and applied research,

technical assistance, and outreach projects that address urban issues and span several

disciplines.
· To transfer knowledge and expertise gained through research to affected organizations.

The institute's work focuses on the integration of disciplines relevant to urban issues. It emphasizes issues of coordination and integration among areas such as health, education, public safety, and urban development, infrastructure and technology, social work culture and arts, and public affairs.

The Institute for Research on Race and Public Policy

The Institute for Research on Race and Public Policy is a multicultural research center that examines the intersection of race/ethnicity and public policy in a comparative context. The focus in on policy relevant research that has implications for historically under-represented people of color, with particular attention to Latinos and African-Americans in urban settings.

The Institute draws on the abilities of those with expertise in urban planning and community economic

development, education, the social and behavioral sciences, social work, business, and the health

sciences to promote, coordinate, and conduct multicultural and multidisciplinary research designed to

improve knowledge and understanding of historically under-represented groups. Acting in partnership

with the community and policy makers, the Institute supports action-oriented, socially relevant research

that seeks to improve the quality of life and to raise social consciousness on the local, state, national,

and international levels.

The Institute provides mechanisms through which those customarily left out of the policy process can

more effectively participate in the development, implementation, and dissemination of policy research products. This leads to research that is more culturally-grounded and of greater practical utility to communities of color.

The Survey Research Laboratory

The Survey Research Laboratory (SRL) is a research and service unit established in 1964. At both its

Chicago and Urbana offices SRL employs survey specialist in sampling, data collection, data reduction,

and data processing. It has a staff of twenty survey professionals from various disciplines, including

project coordinators who direct and conduct entire surveys.

SRL provides survey research services to the faculty, staff, and students of the University of Illinois at

Chicago and Urbana; other academic institutions; local, state, and federal agencies; and others working

in the public interest.

The Sampling Section has the experience and capability of employing the most sophisticated sampling

procedures. This section has access to computer files listing all working telephone exchanges in the

United States, census data, and other sampling resources.

The Field Center conducts computer assisted and paper-and-pencil interviews, depending on the needs

of a particular survey. Special emphasis is placed on customized approaches to locating respondents

and gaining their cooperation.

SRL's Office of Computer Services provides programming support while studies are in the field and

coding, data cleaning, and data analysis. OCS designs and programs software to schedule, screen, and

conduct interviews.

The Urban Transportation Center

The Urban Transportation Center is a major resource for analyzing and proposing solutions to

transportation-related problems. This multidisciplinary CUPPA research unit draws on the talents of

faculty and students from several of UIC's colleges. The center provides research assistantships for

students, research offices, computers, and administrative services for externally supported research

projects.

The center's objective is to enhance opportunities for collaboration of faculty and graduate students.

Through its recruitment and support of graduate students, the center extensively contributes to the

college's degree programs.

THE MASTER OF URBAN PLANNING AND POLICY PROGRAM

A minimum of 60 semester hours of approved coursework is required. The program is divided into six

components: core courses, specialization courses, methods courses, electives, internship, and a thesis or

project.

The overall distribution of credits is as follows:

Component 

Number of Courses 

Credit Hours

Core



5



20

Specialization 


3 



20

Electives 


2-5 



8-20

Internship 


1 



4

Project or Thesis 
1 (project) to 4 (thesis) 

4-16

TOTAL 


15 



60

Core Courses

Unless a waiver is granted, the following courses are required:

· UPP 500: History and Theory of Urban Planning

· UPP 501: Urban Space, Place and Institutions

· UPP 502: Planning Skills: Computers, Methods and Communication

· UPP 505: Plan Making
· UPP 506: Plan Making Studio
Areas of Specialization

Five areas of specialization are offered to students of the MUPP program. At least one specialization

must be completed, but there is room in the curriculum to take electives from a second specialization.. Twelve (12) semester hours are required to complete each specialization, however each has varying course requirements. Required courses, by specialization, follow:

Community Development
Learning to foster urban improvements in aging neighborhoods offers demanding challenges for students of community development. The coursework includes the careful review of current theories about local organizing, asset management, citizen participation, ethnic and racial relations, and government development policy. Students learn the arts of political communication, neighborhood planning, equity planning, and consensus building at the grass roots level.

Required courses:

· UPP 540 Community Development I: Theory

· UPP 541 Community Development II: Practice

· UPP 54_ Community Development Elective

Economic Development

The modern city prospers when the local economy produces a diverse assortment of jobs. But the roller

coaster of economic boom and bust often takes a heavy toll on local residents. Plants shut with little

warning and the burdens of economic growth fall unevenly across the urban landscape. Cities and

regions can take actions to improve the benefits of growth, reduce the costs, and anticipate and counter

their uneven distribution. The economic development specialization first teaches students how to analyze the local economy and then use this analysis to formulate effective economic policies.

Required courses:

· UPP 530 Economic Development I: Analysis

· UPP 531 Economic Development II: Planning

· UPP 53_ Economic Development Elective

Globalization and International Planning
Globalization is an ongoing process, transforming the political economies of nations around the world. It is affecting the spatial and social dimensions of cities and regions and the nature of planning. Students learn about the contested tenets of globalization, proceed to comparatively investigate specific impacts of globalization on cities and regions, and acquire skills in policy formulation and integrated development programming as place-specific responses to changes induced by globalization. The specialization courses focus on the following regional blocks: North-America, European Union and the

Mediterranean, Pacific Rim, and Latin America.

Required courses:

· UPP 520 International Development I: Theory and Applications

· UPP 521 International Development II: Comparative Planning and Policies

· UPP 52_ International Development Elective

Physical Planning
The built environment provides the physical container for the growth and development of urban

settlements. The physical planning specialization takes students through a three-step curriculum. An

introductory course introduces students to the language of physical planning at different scales. A

methodology course follows, which provides a basic foundation in concepts of visual reasoning,

integrating this understanding with quantitative and verbal reasoning skills. Finally, students participate in a capstone studio course. The studio requires students to prepare a physical development plan or

project for a real world client. Especially important are electives in site planning, development finance,

land use law, and land use planning.

Required courses:

· UPP 550 Physical Planning I: Theoretical Foundations

· UPP 551 Physical Planning II: Methods

· UPP 552 Physical Planning III: Studio
Urban Transportation
The urban transportation specialization prepares students for professional practice in public and private

transportation agencies. Emphasis is placed on the role of transportation in urban areas; the definition of transportation problems in terms of accessibility to sites of employment, housing, social services and

recreation; the design of analysis for studying the physical, financial, and institutional feasibility of service provision mechanisms; the process of selecting projects for implementation; and system operation management.

Required courses:

· UPP 560 Urban Transportation I: Introduction

· UPP 561 Urban Transportation II: Policy and Methods

· UPP 562 Urban Transportation III: Laboratory
The Professional Practice Seminar (Internship)

The Professional Practice Seminar (UPP 591) consists of 300 hours of internship. Students who come to the program with professional planning experience and those currently employed in a planning capacity with a public or private agency should see UPP program staff to discuss options for fulfilling the internship requirement. Students may not do internships that count toward their degrees until they have completed 12 hours of course work.

Over the years, students have been actively involved with governments at the city, county, state, and

federal levels; with regional planning organizations; with community groups; and with private consulting firms, using their individual and collective skills in actual planning situations. Although most students do their internships in the Chicago region, students may also seek an internship placement in another U.S. location, or occasionally, a foreign country.

Master's Project/Thesis

The master's project or thesis is the final requirement of the MUPP program. The purpose of this

requirement is to give the student experience in the conceptualization of a research or planning problem, the development of a methodology for addressing the problem, and the preparation of a document which carries out the analysis and communicates the results and conclusions reached.

The thesis and project differ with respect to content, credit hours, and advising requirements.

A project is usually an exercise in applied research directed toward an actual planning problem. The

project may focus on the definition of the problem, the context of the problem, and the analysis of

alternative solutions or issues in implementation, monitoring, and evaluation. The primary focus in the

project is the substance and the context of the planning application. A project is often developed in the

context of a student's professional job experience or internship. When this applies, it should be clear that the student has direct and personal responsibility for any work product submitted as a master's project.  Any questions on this point should be discussed with the faculty advisor.

Master’s projects carry 4 hours of credit. Students are required to write and secure approval of a

Master’s project proposal prior to registering for masters project hours. The project proposal can be

reviewed and approved by any UPP faculty member.

A thesis is a more traditional piece of academic research, which frequently involves the analysis of

historical materials and use of secondary sources. An exploration of planning theory or research

methods would also be appropriate in a thesis.

Students can earn from 8 to 16 hours of credit for thesis research. Thesis proposals must be reviewed

and accepted by a faculty committee constituted according to requirements of the Graduate College.

Students who select the thesis must present their work to a formal thesis examination committee. The

thesis committee must include three members of the UIC faculty. The chair of the committee must be a

member of the UPP faculty. At least two of the committee members must be permanent members of the

UIC Graduate Faculty. Most associate and full professors are members of the UIC Graduate Faculty.

MUPP Admission Requirements

Applicants to the Master of Urban Planning and Policy Program are considered on an individual basis.

The successful applicant will have a baccalaureate from an accredited college or university with a grade

point average of at least 3.00 (A = 4.00) for the final 60 semester hours of undergraduate study.

Applicants must also submit:

1. three letters of reference from instructors familiar with their academic training or supervisors familiar

with their professional experience;

2. a personal statement, including the applicant's educational and career goals, and detailing relevant

academic experience and part- and full-time employment;

3. a recent paper, essay, or project of which they are the sole author or designer. This submission may

be of an academic, professional, or personal nature, and must be at least 1,000 words in length;

4. international applicants must submit scores from the Test of English as a Foreign Language

(TOEFL). The minimum acceptable score is 550 (paper-based) or 213 (computer-based).

Although not required for admission, all applicants, seeking merit-based financial assistance or those having degrees from institutions outside the U.S., are strongly encouraged to submit GRE scores (general test only).
Non-degree Admission (MUPP Program, only)

Non-degree admission is appropriate for individuals who would like to take a course or group of

courses for professional reasons. Application for non-degree status is not recommended for persons

outside this category, since only a small number of non-degree students will be admitted each year.

Non-degree applicants must submit the Graduate College Application, a transcript from the institution

that awarded the baccalaureate, and a letter stating which courses they intend to take and why they feel

non-degree admission would be beneficial to them.

Non-degree students are not eligible for any form of financial assistance.

THE Ph.D. PROGRAM IN URBAN PLANNING AND POLICY

The Ph.D. Program offers advanced study of critical urban development challenges facing cities and

metropolitan areas in the 21st century. Blending urban planning and public policy perspectives, the

Program provides a unique and powerful resource for the advanced study of challenging urban

problems and their complex remedies. Students participate in an interdisciplinary learning community of faculty and research staff conducting a mix of applied and theoretical studies. Graduates will leave as

scholars well prepared for positions as university professors, professional researchers or leadership

roles in the public, private or nonprofit sectors.

Students learn advanced theory, methods and related research literature in one of five areas of

specialization: Economic Development, Community Development, International Development, Physical Planning, and Urban Transportation.

The Ph.D. curriculum combines core requirements in theory and methods with more specialized course

work in each area. Students find support and guidance as they learn of specialization and engaged

research through various institutes and centers at UIC. Opportunities for advanced research training and

faculty supervised research projects are available within the following research centers on campus:

Great Cities Institute, Center for Urban Economic Development, Voorhees Center for Neighborhood

and Community Improvement, Urban Transportation Center, Survey Research Laboratory, Institute for

Research on Race and Public Policy and the City Design Center. Additionally, the Program builds on

the University of Illinois Great Cities Initiative, providing students with a variety of research related

training and educational internships throughout the Chicago metropolitan region, the nation and the

world.

Ph.D. Program Admission Requirements

Applicants to the Ph.D. Program must hold a master=s in Urban Planning, Public Policy, or a related

field. The successful applicant will have a baccalaureate from an accredited college or university with a

grade point average of at least 3.00 (A = 4.00) for the final 60 semester hours of undergraduate study.

Applicants must also submit:

1. Three letters of reference from instructors familiar with their academic training or supervisors familiar with their professional experience;

2. A personal statement, including the applicant's educational and career goals, and detailing relevant

academic experience and part- and full-time employment;

3 A recent academic paper, essay, or project of which they are the sole author or designer of at least

1,000 words in length.

4. Scores from the General Test of the Graduate Record Examination (GRE).

5. International applicants must submit scores from the Test of English as a Foreign Language

(TOEFL). The minimum acceptable score is 600 (paper-based) or 250 (computer-based).

HOW TO APPLY

Degree-standing Admission (both programs):

To complete your application for degree-standing admission to either the MUPP or the Ph.D. Program,

please submit the following materials to the UPP Admissions Office at the address below. DO NOT

SEND ANY OF THESE MATERIALS TO THE UIC OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS AND

RECORDS although you will be prompted to do so at the application screen on-line, please send everything to the UPP Admissions Office and we will send transcripts to the UIC Office of Admissions and Records.
1. the Graduate College Application;

2. the application processing fee;

3. Official transcripts from all institutions where you earned degrees and transcripts from all other

colleges and universities attended within the last eight years.

4. All program-specific application materials listed above for either the MUPP or PhD Program.

UPP Admissions Office (MC 348)

College of Urban Planning and Public Affairs

412 So. Peoria Street

Chicago, IL 60607-7064

If you would prefer to use the online application and to submit your application fee electronically, please visit the following link:

http://www.uic.edu/depts/grad
When using the web application, please make a hard-copy of it (before hitting the submit button) and

mail it to the UPP Admissions Office with the rest of your application materials.

If you have any questions about the admission requirements or application procedures for either

academic program, please contact one of the staff members listed below.

Nondegree Admission (MUPP Program only)

To apply for nondegree admission to the MUPP Program, please submit the Application for Graduate

Admissions, the application processing fee, and a transcript from the institution that conferred your

baccalaureate, and a brief statement of interest to the UPP Admissions Office.

Be sure to include the curriculum code for the Master of Urban Planning and Policy Program on your

application. Non-Degree Curriculum Code: 20FS1786NDEG.
APPLICATION AND CREDENTIALS DEADLINES

	Degree Sought 
	Fall
	Spring
	Summer

	Ph.D.
	January 1
	NA
	NA

	Masters
	Domestic Early (Consideration for research assistantship)
	January 1*
	NA
	NA

	
	Domestic Late  

(No consideration for financial aid)
	March 15
	October 1
	NA

	
	International
	January 1
	NA 
	NA

	Non-Degree
	June 1
	October 1
	NA


* Applicants who submit their materials by January 1 will be informed of an admission decision by April 15. 

TUITION and FEES

The University of Illinois at Chicago assesses graduate tuition and fees on a range basis, rather than on a per-course or per-credit-hour schedule. Since most UPP courses carry four semester hours of credit, the range normally corresponds to the number of courses taken each term. For example, one

course (4 semester hours) is Range III; two courses (8 semester hours) is Range II; three or more

courses (12 or more semester hours) is Range I.

Current tuition and fee rates for Illinois residents and nonresidents can be found at: 
http://www.uic.edu/depts/oar/rr/tuition.shtml
FINANCIAL AID
Full-time students are eligible to apply for research assistantships with the UPP Program or one of the

College’s research centers and institutes, for tuition and service fee waivers, and for student loans.

Research assistantships include tuition and service fee waivers and pay salaries of approximately $650 - $1300 per month, depending on the number of required hours of service.

The Application for Graduate Appointment is included in this packet and should be sent along with

your admission materials to the UPP Admissions Office. The Application for Graduate Appointment

can also be downloaded at:

http://www.uic.edu:80/depts/grad/gradappt.pdf
Programs administered by the Office of Student Financial Aid (OSFA) include the Illinois Veterans

Scholarship and the Stafford Loan Program. Information on these and other OSFA-administered

programs can be obtained by calling (312) 996-3126 or by visiting:

http://www.uic.edu/depts/safa/contact.shtml
CUPPA DISTINGUISHED SCHOLAR AWARD FOR NEW DOCTORAL STUDENTS

The CUPPA Distinguished Scholar Award Program offers highly qualified doctoral students a  guarantee of up to four years of tuition-free education and salaries of up to $15,000 per academic year for work as research assistants in one of the college's seven research centers and institutes.

Selected students prepare for research careers in Urban Planning by studying with faculty in the

academic department and one of the nationally recognized research centers within the UIC College of

Urban Planning and Public Affairs.  Scholars are expected to complete all required course work and pass their preliminary examinations during their first two years of study. Scholars spend the next two years pursuing advanced research and dissertation study at their affiliate centers.

To apply for the award, applicants should submit the following items to the UPP Program Office:

1. A letter of application stating your full name, address, email address, and work and home telephone numbers.

2. A brief statement of your proposed program of study and research.

3. A brief statement identifying the CUPPA research center you think would best meet your educational and research objectives. (It is best to select one. If interested in more than one, rank by order of preference as 1st, 2nd, 3rd etc.)

For fullest consideration, the student should be admitted to the Ph.D. Program and submit these

materials no later than January 1.  Awardees will be invited to visit the campus and meet CUPPA faculty, staff, and students. Travel stipends will be paid by UIC. Award recipients will be selected by March 1.

Those selected must notify the UPP Director whether or not they accept the award within three weeks of receiving notice.

Contact: Professor Martin Jaffe: mjaffe@uic.edu; 312.996.2178
The Research Centers

The Great Cities Institute. http://www.uic.edu/cuppa/gci/

Contact: David Perry, Director. dperry@uic.edu; 312-996-8700

The Center for Urban Economic Development. http://data.cued.uic.edu/cued/

Contact: Nikolas Theodore, director. theodore@uic.edu; 312-996-6336

The Institute for Research on Race and Public Policy. http://www.uic.edu/cuppa/irrpp/

Contact: John Betancur, interim director. betancur@uic.edu; 312-996-2125
The Survey Research Laboratory. http://www.srl.uic.edu/

Contact: Tim Johnson, director. timj@uic.edu; 312-996-5310

The Urban Transportation Center. http://www.utc.uic.edu/

Contact: Vonu Thakuriah, interim director. Vonu-pt@uic.edu; 312-355-0447
UPP/Urban Data Visualization Lab. http://www.uic.edu/cuppa/udv/

Contact: Kheir Al-Kodmany, co-director. kheir@uic.edu; 312-413-3884
The Nathalie P Voorhees Center for Neighborhood and Community Improvement

http://www.uic.edu/cuppa/voorheesctr/

Contact: Janet Smith, co-director; janets@uic.edu; 312-996-2151
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