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Course Description

This course is designed to familiarize the student with the art, architecture, history and culture of Ancient Egypt, from Predynastic times in the 4th millennium BC through the death of Queen Cleopatra in 30 BC.    

Coursework

1) Readings: readings are due on the day they are listed in the syllabus.  Reading about the topic in advance will allow the student a greater familiarity with the material before it is presented formally in class.  Typically the readings consist of approximately 20 to 30 pages of text and illustrations a week.

2) Lectures/discussions: classes are taught in a slide lecture format.  Students are encouraged to 
generate discussion based on readings, lectures and observing material in class.   This course has a Blackboard site in which the student can find assignments and announcements (http://blackboard.uic.edu).  Every Friday I will be posting a list of terms and slides covered in the lectures of the following week.  It would be to your advantage to print these out and bring them to class, since they are essentially an outline of my lectures.  For those unfamiliar with Blackboard, you can get help from the Computer Services Help Desk at UIC.

3) Paper: students will write a 5-6 page paper on a topic based on a visit to the Art Institute of Chicago, the Field Museum or the Oriental Institute.  The paper is due in class Thursday, Nov. 17.  A drop of one grade per day late will penalize late papers.  No papers will be accepted after Tuesday, Nov. 22.  

4) Honors Students: Students taking this course for Honors Credit are required to write an 8 to 10-page research paper in place of the regular paper assignment.  Students must clear their topic with me and present me with an outline of their papers at the latest on Thursday, Nov. 10.  The paper will be due in class on Thursday, Nov. 17. No papers will be accepted after Tuesday, Nov. 22.  

5) Quizzes: approximately 10 quizzes will be given over the semester, out of which the lowest two will be dropped.  The quizzes cannot be made-up, thus if a student is absent on the day of a quiz, that quiz can be counted as one of the two dropped. 

6) Exams: Three 75-minute exams will be given throughout the semester.  The format for these exams will be slide identification, short ID and essay.  No make-up exams will be given.  If an exam is missed due to severe illness or dire emergency, proper documentation must be submitted to me within 24 hours of the exam.  Failure to do so will result in a zero for the exam.

Student Responsibility and Courtesy

1) Attendance is MANDATORY.  Role will be taken at the beginning of each class.  An arrival of 15 minutes or more after the beginning of class will be considered an absence.  Five or more unexcused absences will be penalized at the end of term by the final grade being dropped by ten points (the equivalent of a full grade). 

2) Lateness: students must arrive in class on time.  Students who habitually come late to class (10 or more times in the semester) will be penalized by having their final grade dropped by 10 points (i.e. by a grade).  Students more than 15 minutes late will be considered absent. 

3) Early Departures: Please arrive in class prepared to remain for the full 75 minutes, without leaving and returning except in case of an emergency.  If on occasion you must leave class early, please inform me before the beginning of class.  Also, as a courtesy to your fellow students, try to sit near the aisle in the classroom.  Please understand that leaving early is highly discouraged and many instances of such behavior will result in a lowering of your grade. 

4) Electronic Devises: Please turn off your cell phones before the beginning of class.  No recording devises are allowed during lecture without a letter from Disability Services.

5) Class Participation:  Ten percent of your grade is taken up with Class Participation.  This is assessed by considering the amount of unexcused absences and tardies a student accrues over the semester, as well as his/her general demeanor in class.  Everyone entering the class is credited with a perfect score in Class Participation.  It is up to you to lose points.

Grading


10%
Quizzes


10%
Class Participation


20%
Paper


20%
Exam 1


20%
Exam 2


20%
Exam 3

Textbooks: Available at the UIC Bookstore under Archaeological Studies 210
Clayton, P., Chronicle of the Pharaohs.  The Reign by Reign Record of the Rulers and 
Dynasties of Ancient Egypt, Thames and Hudson, 1994

Hobson, C., The World of the Pharaohs.  A Complete Guide to Ancient Egypt, Thames and 
Hudson, 1991

Robins, G., The Art of Ancient Egypt, Harvard University Press, 2000

LECTURE TOPICS AND READINGS

WEEK 1
Aug. 23
Introduction to the class

Aug. 25
Geography of Egypt, Chronology and Historiography






Readings: Robins 12-29

     Clayton 6-13







     Hobson 13-45, 148-51




________________________________________________________________________

WEEK 2
Aug. 30
Predynastic Egypt







Readings: Robins 30-36

     Hobson 46-55
 



Sept. 1

Dynasties 1 and 2






Readings: Robins 36-39

     Clayton 14-29







     Hobson 56-59



     

________________________________________________________________________WEEK 3
Sept. 6-8

The Old Kingdom – Dynasty 3






Readings: Robins 40-45

     Clayton 30-41







     Hobson 64-9

________________________________________________________________________WEEK 4
Sept 13-15
The Old Kingdom – 4th Dynasty






Readings: Robins 45-57

     Clayton 42-59







     Hobson 60-3, 70-9

________________________________________________________________________

WEEK 5
Sept. 20-22
The Old Kingdom – 5th and 6th Dynasties






Readings: Robins 58-79

     Clayton 60-7







     Hobson 80-5 

________________________________________________________________________

WEEK 6
Sept 27
FIRST EXAMINATION



Sept. 29
The First Intermediate Period to The Middle Kingdom






Readings: Robins 80-96

     Clayton 68-75

_______________________________________________________________________WEEK 7
Oct 4-6
The Middle Kingdom continued






Readings: Robins 96-121

     Clayton 75-89







     Hobson 86-9, 92-3,168-9


________________________________________________________________________

WEEK 8
Oct. 11

Egyptian Writing






Reading: Hobson 156-65



Oct. 13

The Second Intermediate Period






Readings: Robins as above

                Clayton 90-7

________________________________________________________________________

WEEK 9
Oct. 18-20
The New Kingdom - Early 18th Dynasty






Readings: Robins 122-147

    Clayton 98-119

WEEK 10
Oct. 25

Temples






Reading: Hobson 126-41

Oct. 27

SECOND EXAMINATION
________________________________________________________________________

WEEK 11
Nov. 1-3
The New Kingdom - Akhenaten






Readings: Robins 148-157

    Clayton 120-7







    Hobson 106-9

________________________________________________________________________

WEEK 12
Nov. 8-10
The New Kingdom - Tutankhamun and Horemheb






Readings: Robins 158-165 

    Clayton 128-39







    Hobson 100-103, 110-5

________________________________________________________________________

WEEK 13
Nov. 15-17
The New Kingdom – 19th and 20th Dynasties






Readings: Robins 166-193

    Clayton 140-71







    Hobson 94-5, 116-9, 142-3, 170-7

Nov. 17
PAPER DUE IN CLASS
________________________________________________________________________

WEEK 14
Nov. 22
Mummification






Readings: Hobson 96-9, 152-5

Nov. 24
THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY
________________________________________________________________________

WEEK 15
Nov. 29
The 3rd Intermediate Period and Late Period






Readings: Robins 194-209

    Clayton 172-205







    Hobson 120-123

Dec. 1

The Late Period (Ptolemaic Period) 






Readings: Robins 230-255

    Clayton 206-217







    Hobson 166-7

________________________________________________________________________Dec. 6, 10:30-12:30

THIRD EXAMINATION
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