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AH 242 EARLY CHRISTIAN AND BYZANTINE ART AND ARCHITECTURE

Fall 2005

M, W, F 10-10:50 am.

*****Please note that the course is listed as “Early Christian and Byzantine Architecture,” but this syllabus focuses on both art and architecture. 

Lecturer: Galina Tirnanic

Email: gtirnani@uchicago.edu
Phone: 773-288-3622

Office Hours: TBA

Course Description: This course will survey arts and architecture from the early Christian period to the end of Byzantine Empire in 1453, with a brief consideration of the post-Byzantine Orthodox world. In addition to looking at stylistic developments of art and architecture in a chronological fashion, we will also consider how building and objects were used and perceived by the Byzantines of different periods. We will focus on the ritual context of Byzantine urban centers, architecture, monumental decoration, icons, manuscripts, liturgical objects, etc.  Student should achieve not only a visual and chronological familiarity with Byzantine art and history, but also a theoretical understanding of Byzantine art in context. 

Prerequisite: 3 hours of art history at the 100 level or consent of the instructor 

Required Texts:

· John Lowden, Early Christian and Byzantine Art, Phaidon, 1997

· Linda Safran, Heaven on Earth: Art and the Church in Byzantium, Pennsylvania State University Press, 1998

A number of copies are available for purchase at the UIC Bookstore. There are also copies on reserve at the Daley Library. The cheapest way to acquire these is from Internet sources, such as overstock.com, amazon.com, abebooks.com, half.com, barnsandnoble.com, etc. 

Recommended Texts:

· Lyn Rodley, Byzantine Art and Architecture: An Introduction, 1994.

Grading:

REQUIREMENTS:

Exam 1: 20 points

Exam 2: 25 points

Exam 3: 30 points

Paper   : 20 points

Class Participation: 5 points

Total: 100 points

           SCALE:

90 – 100 A

80 –  89  B

70 –  79  C

60 –  69  D

  0 –  59  F

***Please note: There will be no final exam during finals week, but rather a succession of 3 exams during the semester. They will be spread out roughly 5 weeks apart. They will consist of slide identifications, slide comparisons and short essay questions.

Attendance: Attendance is necessary insofar as you grade depends on your class participation. You are however absolutely required to attend class on exam days (Sept. 26, Oct. 31 and Dec. 2) as there will be NO MAKE-UP EXAMS. If you miss any other class session, it is your responsibility to find out what material we covered that day and if there were any announcements, handouts, changes in readings, sudden homework, etc. 

Readings: You will be required to read the assigned readings prior to the class for which they are listed. You will be expected to discuss these readings in class, as well as comment on the material brought up in the classroom. Take notes while you read- this will be valuable when preparing for exams. You may be required to discuss main ideas from the readings on your exams. The images used in the exams will all come from the readings. 

Learning Disabilities: If you have a learning disability please inform me immediately, so that I may make any necessary arrangements. 

IMPORTANT DATES:

September 5: No class (Labor day)

September 23: Rough idea of paper topic due (hand in or email) (Details TBA)

September 26: Exam 1

October 10: Paper Proposal due (Details TBA)

October 28: No Class (GT at conference)

October 31: Exam 2

November 23: PAPER DUE (***NO LATE PAPERS WILL BE ACCEPTED)

November 25: No Class (Thanksgiving weekend)

December 3: Exam 3
SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS:

(Please note that this schedule is subject to change during the semester!)

WEEK 1: INTRODUCTIONS

Aug. 22 (M) Intro to Class and Syllabus

Aug. 24 (W) Geography, Historical Outline

Aug. 26 (F) Origins of Christian Art


Read: Lowden, ch. 1. “God and Salvation: The Formation of a Christian Art”

WEEK 2: LATE ANTIQUE URBAN CENTERS

Aug. 29 (M) Constantine’s Rome

Aug. 31/Sept. 2 (W,F) Constantinople: the New Roman Empire

Read: Safran, ch.1: Joseph Alchermes “Constantinople and the Empire of New Rome”

WEEK 3:  6th –7th  CENTURY

Sept. 5 (M) NO CLASS (Sept 5, Memorial Day) 

Sept. 7 (W) Hagia Sofia, Constantinople

Read: Lowden, ch. 2, “Emperors and Holy men: Constantinople and the East”, 

pp.63-71

Safran, ch. 4, Ousterhout, pp. 81-92

Sept. 9 (F)  Sinai Icons
Read: Lowden, ch2. 78-79, 95-100

Safran, ch.3. Kartsonis “The Responding Icon”

WEEK 4: RAVENNA

Sept. 12 (M) Ravenna

Read: Lowden, ch 3. “Heretics and Bankers: Ravenna and the West” 

Sept. 14 (W) Ravenna, cont.
Sept. 16 (F) Ravenna, cont.


WEEK 5: ICONOCLASM and Triumph of Orthodoxy (8&9c.)

Sept. 19 (M) Iconoclasm

Read: Lowden, ch. 4 “Icon or Idol? The Iconoclast Controversy”

Sept. 21 (W) Icon Theory

Sept. 23 (F) Review for Exam 1



***Rough idea of a paper topic due (1 page)!!!!!!!!!!!!

WEEK 6: MIDDLE BYZANTINE CHURCH (9-12c)

Sept. 26 (M) EXAM 1
Sept. 28 (W) Ritual Space


Read: Ousterhout, “The Holy Space: Architecture and the Liturgy”, pp. 92-106

Sept. 30 (F) Ritual Objects

Read: Safran, ch.6. “Art in the Service of Liturgy: Byzantine Silver Plate” 

WEEK 7: 

Oct. 3 (M) Church Decoration

Read Safran, ch. 5: Henry Maguire: “The Cycle of Images in the Church”
Oct. 5&7 (W, F) MACEDONIAN DYNASTY c.860-960

Read: Lowden, ch.5 “Orthodoxy and Innovation: Byzantine Art c. 860-960”

WEEK 8: KOMNENIAN DYNASTY

Oct. 10 (M) *****Paper Proposal due!!!!!!!!!
Oct 12,14 (W,F)

Read: Lowden, ch.6  “Sacred Spaces: Decorated Churches c. 960-c. 1100”
WEEK 9: Illuminated Manuscripts
Oct. 17 (M) Read: Lowden, ch. 7 “Holy Books: Illuminated Manuscripts, c.976-1100”

Oct. 19,21 (W, F) Read: Safran, ch. 7. Sevcenko “Illuminating the Liturgy: Illustrated Service Books in Byzantium”

WEEK 10: Influence and Appropriation

Oct. 24 (M) 12th Century Italy

Read: Lowden, ch8. “Perception and Reception: Art in 12th century Italy”

Oct. 26 (W) The Sack of Constantinople, 1204

Read: Lowden, ch.9. “Crisis and Continuity: The Sack of Constantinople”

Oct. 28 (F) NO CLASS  PREPARE FOR THE MONDAY EXAM!!!!!!!!

WEEK 11: Appropriation, cont.

Oct. 17 (M) EXAM 2

Nov. 2 (W) Serbia, Cyprus

Nov. 4 (F) Venice

WEEK 12: Palaiologan Dynasty

Nov. 7,9,11 (M,W,F) Palaiologan Art and Architecture

Read: Lowden, ch.10 “The End of an Era? Constantinople Regained and Lost 1261-1453”

WEEK 13: Palaiologan, cont. 

Nov. 14,16,18 Kariye Camii

Read: Ousterhout, “The Holy Space: Architecture and the Liturgy”, pp.106-118

WEEK 14: AFTER BYZANTIUM

Nov. 21 Russia

Nov. 23 Crete

  ***PAPER DUE!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Nov. 25 NO CLASS (Thanksgiving)

WEEK 15: 

Nov. 28 (M) Course Wrap-up

Nov. 30 (W) REVIEW

Dec. 2  (F) EXAM 3
