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AH 441

PILGRIMAGE: ART, ARCHITECTURE AND EXPERIENCE

Wednesday, 2-5 pm

Instructor: Galina Tirnanic

Email: gtirnani@uchicago.edu

Office Hours: Wednesday, 5-6 pm, and Friday 11am-1pm, 208B Henry Hall 
Office Phone: 312-355-0616
Course Description: This course will examine the phenomenon of pilgrimage and its various components. We will consider specific types of journeys and their idiosyncrasies, as well as theoretical approaches to pilgrimage in general.  In addition to examining architecture and visual culture of particular pilgrimage sites, we will also consider their social, political, theological and economic contexts.  While the primary area of inquiry will be Medieval Christian pilgrimage experience, both Byzantine and Western European, we will also explore Ancient Greek and Roman sacred travel, Muslim pilgrimage, and modern sacred and secular journeys, including tourism. 

Required Text:

Simon Coleman and John Elsner: Pilgrimage: Past and Present in the World Religions, Harvard University Press, 1995. (This book is available for purchase at the University bookstore, but you may choose to buy it online at overstock.com, abebooks.com, amazon.com, etc.).  

Assigned Readings: I will either hand out, post on the Blackboard or make somehow accessible the articles/selections you need to read at least one week in advance. 

Texts on reserve:

Most of the books containing the assigned reading are on reserve at the Daley library in addition to some other texts that are relevant to this course.  I will post a bibliography of required and potentially useful text for this course on the Blackboard.

Grading:

Reading presentations: 20%

Research Paper: 40%

Research Presentation: 20%

Overall Class Participation: 20% 

Attendance: Attendance is strongly recommended as this class is as much about discussing the readings as it is about writing a polished research paper.  

Reading presentations: Although I expect everyone to complete most of the assigned readings (but not necessarily all*), each reading will be particularly delegated to one student who will be responsible for presenting it to the class. Depending on the number of students enrolled, you will be responsible for presenting two or more readings during the semester. Presentations should be 10-15 minutes long, and should consist of a brief summary/outline of the argument, the main idea(s), and your own response to the reading (how is it relevant to our course? how does it relate to other readings? which parts are particularly interesting and why? are there any inconsistencies or other problems? what kinds of questions does it raise?…)

Research Paper: (PRECISE INSTRUCTIONS WILL BE HANDED OUT AND DISCUSSED IN CLASS) You will need to choose a topic quite early in the semester. Meet with me as you are trying to decide and pinpoint your area of research. You will be asked to submit a written proposal with annotated bibliography in week 6, present your paper to the class toward the end of the semester, and submit a written, polished paper the last day of class. I will provide you with more details as the time for thinking about a topic approaches. Meet with me as many times as you want during this process, to receive guidance and discuss you ideas and concerns.

Learning Disabilities: If you have a learning disability, please inform me as soon as possible, so that I may make any necessary arrangements.

Course Schedule

(***The schedule and readings are not quite finalized and are subject to change***)

Week 1 (Aug 24): Introduction to the Course and Syllabus




Week 2 (Aug 31): Approaches

Readings:
· Coleman and Elsner, “Introduction: Landscapes Surveyed” in Pilgrimage: Past and Present, pp. 6-10 and “Epilogue: Landscapes Reviewed”, pp. 196-220.

· V. Turner and E. Turner, Image and Pilgrimage in Christian Culture: Anthropological Perspectives, ch. 1 “Introduction: Pilgrimage as a Liminoid Phenomenon”

· J.Z. Smith, To Take Place, selections

· David Freedberg, “Image and Pilgrimage” in Power of Images, 1989. pp. 98-135. 

· Diana Webb, ch. 1“Development of European Pilgrimage in the Middle Ages” in Pilgrims and Pilgrimage in the Medieval West, I.B. Tauris, London 1999. pp.11-28 (+Documents: 28-47)

Week 3 (Sept 7): Ancient Greece: Piety, Identity, Politics

Readings:
· Coleman & Elsner, ch.1 “Piety and Identity: Sacred Travel in the Classical World” pp.10-29

· Matthew Dillon, Pilgrims and Pilgrimage in Ancient Greece, Routlege 1997.  

 ch. 3 “Pilgrimage Destinations I: Mystery Cults, Healing Sanctuaries and Oracles” pp. 60-98  and 

ch. 4 “Pilgrimage Destinations II: Contests at Panhellenic Festivals” pp. 99-123

· Joan Connolly, “Parthenon and Parthenoi: A Mythological Interpretation of the Parthenon Frieze,” American Journal of Archaeology 100,1996, pp.53-80.

Week 4 (Sept 14): Muslim Pilgrimage to Mecca: Myth, Movement, Ritual and 

                               Narrative
Readings:

· Coleman & Elsner, ch. 3 “The Centre in the Desert: Muslim Pilgrimage to Mecca”, pp. 52-73

· Michael Wolfe, ed. One Thousand Roads to Mecca, 1997. 

                                    “General Introduction”, pp. vii-xxxii 

  ch. 3 “Ibn Battuta, Morocco, 1326”, pp. 51-67

                                     ch.21 “Malcom X, United States, 1964”, pp. 486-503

· Barbara D. Metcalf : “The Pilgrimage Remembered: South Asian Accounts of the Hajj” in Muslim Travelers: Pilgrimage, migration and the religious imagination, ed. D. Eickelman and J. Piscatori.

Week 5 (Sept 21): Competing Identities: Jews, Christians and Muslims in Jerusalem
Readings:

· Coleman & Elsner, ch. 2 “Exile and Return: Jewish Pilgrimage,” in Pilgrimage: Past and Present, pp. 34-47.

· Ettinghausen and Grabar, Islamic Art and Architecture, pp.26-34.

· Nasser Rabat, “The Meaning of the Umayad Dome of the Rock”, Muqarnas v.6. pp.12-18.
· F.E. Peters, Jerusalem, selections ch. 4 “Mother of All Churches” (131-154) and ch. 5. “The Holy House: Muslims Come to Jerusalem”(176-214)

· Edward Peters, ed., The First Crusade: The Chronicle of Fulcher of Chartres and other Source Material, 1-23, 25-37.
Week 6 (Sept 28): Experience and Memory: Christian pilgrims to the Holy Land



                                     ************PAPER TOPICS HANDED OUT 

Readings:

· Coleman & Elsner, ch. 4 “The Gospels Embodied: Christian Pilgrimage to the Holy Land” 

· Molly Lindner, “Topography and Iconography in 12th century Jerusalem”,in The Horns of Hattin, ed. B.Z. Kedar

· Robert Ousterhout, “Rebuilding the Temple: Constantine Monomachus and the Holy Sepulchre,” Journal of the Society of Architectural Historians 48/1 (1989), 66-78.

· Cynthia Hahn “Loca Sancta Souvenirs: Sealing the Pilgrim’s Experience” in The Blessings of Pilgrimage, ed, R. Ousterhout, 1990. pp. 

· Robert Ousterhout, “Loca Sancta and the Architectural Response to Pilgrimage” in Ousterhout, ed., Blessings of Pilgrimage, University of Illinois Press, 1990, pp. 108-124

Week 7 (Oct 5) Objects of Veneration: Icons, Relics and Living Saints

· Evagrius, “Life of Saint Simeon Stylites,” Ecclesiastical History I.13

· Caroline Walker Bynum and Paula Gerson “Body-Part Reliquaries and Body Parts in the Middle Ages”

· Hans Belting,  “Pilgrims, Emperors, and Confraternities: Veneration of icons in Byzantium and Venice” in Likeness and Presence: A History of the Image before the Era of Art, The University of Chicago Press, 1994. pp. 184-205.

· Hans Belting “ ‘The Holy Face’: Legends and Images in Competition”, pp.208-224.

Week 8 (Oct 12): Romanesque Pilgrimage Churches:  The Road to Santiago






*****ROUGH IDEA OF PAPER TOPIC DUE
Readings:

· William Melczer, “The Origin of the Cult of St. James” and “The Iconography of St. James” The Pilgrim’s Guide to Santiago de Compostela, Italica Press, 1993, Pp. 7-23, 63-70.
· Patrick Geary, Furta Sacra: Theft of Relics in the Central Middle Ages, Princeton, 1990 [1978], pgs TBA

· Pamela Sheingorn, ed., Book of Ste-Foy, University of Pennsylvania Press, 1995, pgs TBA.

Week 9 (Oct 19): Gothic Pilgrimage Cathedrals: Canterbury and Chartres
Readings: 

· Geoffrey Chaucer, Canterbury Tales, selections

· DianaWebb, Pilgrims and pilgrimage in the Medieval west, selections TBA

· Robert Ferre, Origin, Symbolism and Design of the Chartres Labyrinth (2001), pgs TBA.

Week 10 (Oct 26): Late Medieval Rome and Constantinople




*****************PROPOSAL AND BIBLIOGRAPHY DUE
Readings:

· Debra Birch, Pilgrimage to Rome in the Middle Ages, Boydell Press, 1998, pages TBA,
· G. Majeska, Russian Travelers to Constantinople in the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Centuries, 1984. Pages TBA.

· Kessler and Zacharias, Rome 1300: On the path of the pilgrim, Yale University Press, 2000. Pages TBA.

Week 11 (Nov 2): Heavenly Jerusalem: Oppositions to Pilgrimage and Inner Travel
Readings:

· G. Constable “Opposition to Pilgrimage in the Middle Ages” (Studia Gratiana 19, 1979, 123-46)

· Susanna Elm, “Perceptions of Jerusalem Pilgrimage as Reflected in Two Early Sources on Female Pilgrimage (3rd and 4th centuries A.D.)” (Studia Patristica 20, 1989, 219-23)

· Daniel Connolly, “Imagined Pilgrimage in the Itinerary Maps of Matthew Paris,” Art Bulletin 81/4 (1999), 598-622

· Mary Caruthers, “Jerusalem Pilgrimage as a Map for Remembering” in The Craft of Thought: Meditation, Rhetoric and the Making of Images, Cambridge, 1998. pp. 40-44,

Week 12 (Nov 9): Modern Rituals and Tourism
Readings:

· Coleman&Elsner,ch.5:“Geographies of Sainthood: Christian Pilgrimage From the Middle Ages to the Present Day,” in Pilgrimage: Past and Present, pp117-135

· Erik Cohen “Pilgrimage and Tourism: Convergence and Divergence” in Sacred Journeys: Anthropology of Pilgrimage, ed/ Alan Morinis, London, 1992, Pp.47-61

· Further readings TBA

Week 13 (Nov 16): Presentations
Week 14 (Nov 23): Presentations
Week 15 (Nov 30): Presentations



********************************ALL PAPERS DUE!!!!!!!

* If the reading load for a particular a week is particularly heavy, we will divide the readings among student groups.





