Art History 460:  Topics in Modern and Contemporary Art:

Postwar Art and Architecture in Chicago and the University of Illinois

(Undergraduate: 23165 Graduate: 23166)

Fall semester 2005

Wed. 2-5 Henry Hall 303

Instructor:  Robert Bruegmann

bbrueg@uic.edu  Office 302 Henry Hall  Tele. 312-413-2469

Description

This course, will explore the teaching of architecture, art, the performing arts and urban planning at the Chicago campus of the University of Illinois and its role in the architecture and arts scene in the city and nationwide since the founding of the undergraduate division at Navy Pier in 1946.  A major purpose for this course is to prepare for a 60th anniversary celebration to take place in 2006.

Students will do research on the teaching program using materials in the archives, printed materials and interviews with faculty and alumni.  They will also work with faculty members in planning an exhibition and an exhibition space on or near the campus.

It is hoped that this course will put into focus the work of many influential faculty members such as architects Alvin Boyarsky, Felix Candela, Thomas Beeby, Stanley Tigerman or artist and designers such as Roland Ginzel, Martin Puryear, Richard Koppe, Michael Glass, Joe Jachna and others.  It will also focus on the work of alumni since they left the school.
Textbooks

Textbooks to be purchased include:

Howard Singerman, Art Subjects:  Making Artists in the American University, U. of California Press, 1999

Anthony Alofsin, The Struggle for Modernism:  Architecture, Landscape Architecture and City Planning at Harvard,  W. W. Norton, 2002

Class Projects

There will be two projects in this class.  Each will explore some aspect relating to the teaching at the University and its relationship to the larger world.  It might involve a class or a part of the curriculum in one of the schools or a professor or group of professors or an interesting theme in the instruction, for example:

The influence of Moholy-Nagy and the Institute of Design at IIT on the program at UIC

Well-known alumni of the School of Art and Design

The Beaux-Arts background of Architecture professor Marion Gutnayer 

The architecture jury system

Exhibitions and publications in the School of Architecture or the School of Art and Design

The relationship between the instruction at the U. of Illinois at Chicago and that of the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

The relationship between instruction in large state schools and smaller private institutions like Cooper Union or Cranbrook

Each paper will be presented to the class.
Due Dates:

Paper I Outline, abstract and sources of information:  Sept. 21

Paper I Final paper:  Oct. 19

Paper II Outline, abstract and sources of information:  Oct. 26

Paper II Final paper Nov. 2

Exams

There will be on quiz covering the reading and presentations to date on Setp. 14

Grade

Grades for the class will be based on the quiz (10%), the research papers (30% each) the two presentations (10% each) and participation in the discussion (10%)

Schedule of Classes

Week 1:  Aug. 24


Introduction to course

Week 2:  Aug. 31


2 Teaching art

3:30 Teaching architecture
Week 3:  Sept. 7


2 guest speaker:  David Sokol, Art History Department


3:30 Guest speaker:  Douglas Bicknese, Special Collections, Library

Week 4: Sept. 14


2 Quiz on reading, presentations


3:30 Guest speaker: Daniel Friedman, School of Architecture

Week 5: Sept. 21:  Paper I outline, abstract, sources due


2


3:30

Week 6: Sept. 28


2 Guest speaker Hannah Higgins, Art History and College of Architecture and the 
Arts


3:30 Presentations Project 1

Week 7:  Oct. 5


2


3:30 Presentations Project 1

Week 8:  Oct. 12


2 Guest speakers:  Marcia Lausen, Philip Burton, School of Art & Design

Week 9:  Oct. 19 Project 1 Due


2 Guest speaker Stuart Cohen


3:30 Guest speaker Igor Marjanovic

Week 10:  Oct. 26:  Projects II outline, abstract, sources of information due


2


3:30 Presentations Project 1

Week 11: Nov. 2


2


3:30 Guest speaker:  Ross Edman

Week 12 Nov. 9


2


3:30 Presentations 2

Week 13:  Nov. 16


Presentations 2

Week 14:  Nov. 23


Presentations 2

Week 15 Nov. 30:  Final Papers Due


Presentations 2

