AH 460: Theories and Narratives of Architecture and Design

Professor Victor Margolin                   

          Office: 302B Henry Hall

303 Henry Hall           



          Tel. UIC: 413-2463

Thursdays 2-5



                     Tel. (home): 847/869.7318

e-mail: victor@uic.edu


                       Office Hours:  Tues.. 2-3

                 
                                                                         and by  appointment

Texts:         Lewis Mumford, Technics and Civilization
                    Siegfried Giedion, Mechanization Takes Command

                    Lewis Mumford, The City In History

                    Nikolaus Pevsner, Pioneers of Modern Design


         Reyner Banham: Los Angeles: An Architecture of Four Ecologies

         Akbar Abbas, Hong Kong: Politics and the Culture of 

Disappearance
All books except Mechanization Takes Command are available in the Bookstore, downstairs in Circle Center. 
        


Schedule
August 25: Introduction

September 1    Pevsner, Pioneers of Modern Design, 

September 8    Mumford, Technics and Civilization, 1-150

   PEVSNER PAPER DUE

September 15  Mumford, Technics and Civilization, 151-320

September 22  Mumford. Technics and Civilization, 321-435

September 29  Presentation of paper topics: Circulate proposals by September 

              27 to all the other students

              MUMFORD PAPER DUE

October 6        Giedion: Mechanization Takes Command, 2-256
October 13       Giedion: Mechanization Takes Command, 258-510

October 20       Giedion: Mechanization Takes Command, 512-723

October 27       Abbas: Hong Kong: A City of Disappearances
 

November 3     Mumford, The City in History, 1-204

                          GIDEON PAPER DUE

November 10   Mumford,The City in History, 204-409


              Friedmann, Review of The City in History
November 17:  Mumford, The City in History, 410-576

November 24: Thanksgiving

December 1 :  Presentation of research progress. Expected: A rough draft of the       

Paper completed: summaries sent by e-mail to all other students    by November 29

  MUMFORD PAPER DUE

FINAL PAPER DUE ON MONDAY, DECEMBER 5 BY 10 A.M. IN MY MAILBOX, 302 HENRY HALL OR MY OFFICE 309 HENRY HALL

December 8:    MAKE UP CLASS

                         Banham, Los Angeles: The Architecture of Four Arcologies 

Attendance:  Students are expected to attend all classes unless ill or there is some equally cogent excuse. If you need to miss a particular class or leave early, please let me know. I will take attendance each week. Two unexcused absences will be allowed but further absences will result in a lowering of the final grade.  No student will be able to pass the class with more than three unexcused absences.

Papers and Projects: 
Grade: The grade will consist of six parts: four papers on the books of Mumford, Pevsner, and Giedion, one research paper, and class participation. Each of the short papers will be between three and four pages for undergraduates and four and five pages for graduate students and will count for 10% of your grade each (40% total). The research paper will count 45% and class participation will count 15%. Class participation is important and I will expect each student to contribute to the discussions during the semester. The grade for class participation will also include the quality of your research presentations. An information sheet on the short papers and the research paper will be provided. 

Books and Articles on Reserve

Books can be taken out for a week, articles for one day. If you want the articles, the best thing to do is to take them out, Xerox them immediately, and return them.

Books

CN478.M8  Mumford, Technics and Civilization

HT111.M81961b   Mumford. The City in History

N6450.P4 2005  Pevsner. Pioneers of Modern Design

NA680.B25 1967b  Banham. Theory and Design in the First Machine Age

                             Banham,Los Angeles, The Architecture of Four Ecologies

                             Abbas, Hong Kong: Politics and the Culture of Disappearance

NK1290.B28 1996   Banham, A Critic Writes

NA680. B247  Banham, Design by Choice

CT275.M734.M55 1989  Miller, Lewis Momford, A Life

Articles

Pevsner, “Judges VI, 34”

Richard Guy Wilson, :Lewis Mumford: A Life” (review)

Articles, cont.

Frank G. Novak Jr., ‘Lewis Mumford and the Reclamation of Human History,”

Arthur P. Molella, “Mumford in Historiographical Context,”

Mumford, “Authoritarian and Democratic Technics”

Williams, “Lewis Mumford as a Historian of Technology in Technics and Civilization”

Miller, “Lewis Mumford; Urban Historian, urban Visionary”

Von Moos, “The Visualized Machine Age, Or: Mumford and the European Avant-Garde”

Friedman, “The City in History” (review)

Tallack, “Siegfried Giedion; modernism and American Material Culture”

Frampton, “Giedion in America: Reflections in a Mirror”

Naylor, “Theory and Design: The Banham Factor”

Whiteley, “Olympus and the Marketplace: Reynor Banham and Design Criticism”

