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INDIGENOUS ARTS OF THE AMERICAS:  500 YEARS OF CHANGING TRADITION
Since the first moments of contact in the 15th and 16th centuries, the arts of Native North and South America have been unavoidably affected by Western, European, White civilization. Although many indigenous groups were decimated by conflict and conquest, illness and enslavement, to a surprising degree native creativity has managed to survive, adapt, and even flourish despite the crushing of the social foundations of native culture. In this seminar we will address some of the transformations, both positive and negative, that have occurred in traditional indigenous art forms of the Americas before the arrival of Europeans up to the present. Because one of the aims of the course is to introduce students to the tools needed to experience and interpret works of art produced by traditional societies, various art historical and anthropological approaches will be examined and applied during the semester. 

Students are expected to be present and to actively participate at every class meeting. Furthermore, each student will lead the class discussion at least once during the semester. Readings will be distributed two weeks before they are to be discussed, with students taking turns at photocopying packets for their classmates. Written reports on these readings are to be prepared each week: 11 will be assigned, 10 of which must be completed and handed in at the beginning of the appropriate class. If you are able to complete all of the reports, your grade for this part of the course will be based on your 10 highest grades. Because the purpose of these reports is to insure that you are prepared to join class discussion each week, they will not be accepted late under any circumstances. (On the rare occasion that a student is ill on the day of class but has completed the assignment, a fax or email version of the readings will be accepted up to the beginning of class).

Each student will present a research paper of approximately 15 pages (excluding notes, bibliography, and images) on a topic of his or her choice, in consultation with the instructor. In preparation for the final paper, students will choose a subject, write up an annotated bibliography, and complete a thesis statement. Brief oral presentations will occupy the 14th and 15th weeks of class. Short critiques of a selection of the oral presentations will also be written up. Due dates for these are listed below. The grades of these written assignments will be lowered 1/3 of a grade for each day that they are late (excluding weekends and holidays), except for the weekly reports, which are not accepted late. Anything handed in after class has begun will be considered a day late. If you are unable to turn in one of these assignments because of illness or other emergency, notify me no later than the due date in order to avoid the late penalty, and you may be asked to provide documentation. Please do not leave papers outside my office or under my door: put them in my mailbox. If they are late, however, please have someone in the Art History office (3rd floor Henry Hall) initial and date them, however, before placing in my mailbox. Please note that ALL requirements for the course must be completed in order to receive a passing grade in the class: that is, you cannot, for example, decline to write up the thesis statement and simply lose 5% of the grade.

All students are encouraged to view the galleries displaying Pre-Columbian, Colonial and Native American art at the Art Institute, Field Museum, Mexican Museum in Pilsen and the Mitchell Museum in Evanston. There are a few commercial art galleries that specialize in native arts, such as Dawson (ethnographic and Pre-Columbian) and Orcaa (Northwest Coast and Inuit). Excellent non-circulating research libraries include the Field Museum (open weekdays, ask for a pass when you enter, on north side of museum) and the Newberry Library. N. Fagin Books on N. Milwaukee near Grand is a good source for both new and out-of-print anthropology and non-Western art books. They also have a website.


COURSE REQUIREMENTS

weekly reports







30%

annotated bibliography






10

thesis statement




  


  5

leading class discussion



  


  5

class participation







10

oral report





  


  5

critique of oral reports



  


  5

paper









30

TOTAL




          


          100

Office: Henry Hall 211B

Office hours: Tuesday 4:30-5:30, Thursday 2-4 or by appointment

(if I am not in my office during office hours, check slide library)

Phone number: 312 413-2467 and (main office) 996-3303

email: vem@uic.edu
Class meets Tuesdays 6-9 p.m., 303 Henry Hall


COURSE OUTLINE

Week 1 August 23

Introduction to the art of native cultures of the Americas



 

Week 2  August 30

The Spanish Conquest and its impact: Mexico

Week 3  September 6 

The Spanish Conquest and its impact: the Andes

Video: Corpus Christi

Week 4 September 13

Euroamericans and Native Peoples represent each other
Week 5 September 20

Resistance and accommodation in the art of the Woodlands and the Plains

Week 6 September 27

Textile Arts of Central and South America

Video: weaving in the Andes (tentative)
Week 7 October 4

Folk art and folk artists

Week 8 October 11

Ritual, Masquerades and Fiestas I: Definitions and Native American
Video: Sacred Games

PAPER TOPIC DUE
Week 9 October 18

Ritual, Masquerades and Fiestas II: Mesoamerica

Video: Day of the Dead 

Week 10 October 25

Ritual, Masquerades and Fiestas III: Andean
Week 11 November 1

New art forms in response to  white market

ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY DUE
Week 12 November 8

Collecting and exhibiting native art in a white world

Week 13 November 15

The influence of American indigenous culture and art on Euroamerican artists

THESIS STATEMENT DUE
Week 14 November 22

Student presentations 

Week 15 November 29

Student presentations 

PAPERS DUE FRIDAY DECEMBER 2 BY 3 P.M.
CRITIQUES OF STUDENT PRESENTATIONS DUE DECEMBER 5 BY 3 P.M. (EMAIL OR FAX ACCEPTABLE)
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