AH 370: Chinese Visual Culture 

University of Illinois at Chicago

Fall 2005

Instructor: Morgan Mills

Mondays, Wednesdays, & Fridays

9:00–9:50 am

Stevenson Hall, Room 304

Syllabus

Week 1: Course Introduction/Chinese Ritual Art  


August 22: Discuss class syllabus and assignments 


August 24: Reading: Thorp & Vinograd Chinese Art & Culture
,




“Introducing Chinese Art and Culture” pp. 14-25
August 26: Reading: Thorp & Vinograd Chinese Art & Culture,


Ch 1 “Prehistoric Roots: Late Neolithic Cultures” pp. 26-53
Week 2: Chinese Ritual Art 

August 29: Reading: Thorp & Vinograd Chinese Art & Culture,


Ch 2 “The Early Bronze Age: Shang and Western Zhou” pp. 54-87
August 31: E-Reserve Reading: Wu Hung Monumentality in Early Chinese Art and Architecture, “The Concept of Liqi” & “The Legacy of Ritual Art: Costly Art” pp. 18-27
September 2: E-Reserve Reading: Wu Hung Monumentality in Early Chinese Art and Architecture, “The Triumph of Words” pp. 53-63
Week 3: Chinese Ritual Art 

September 5: No Class- Labor Day Holiday 

September 7: Reading: Thorp & Vinograd Chinese Art & Culture,


Ch 3 “The Late Bronze Age: Eastern Zhou” pp. 88-117
September 9: E-Reserve Reading: Wu Hung Monumentality in Early Chinese Art and Architecture, temple complexes pp. 82-88 

 Week 4: Chinese Ritual Art

September 12:
Reading: Thorp & Vinograd Chinese Art & Culture,


Ch 4 “The First Empires: Qin and Han” pp. 118-149
September 14: E-Reserve Reading: Wu Hung Monumentality in Early Chinese Art and Architecture, “From Temple to Tomb” pp. 78 & 110-121 
September 16: E-Reserve Reading: Wu Hung Monumentality in Early Chinese Art and Architecture, “Voices of Funerary Monuments” pp. 189-196 & 201-213
Week 5: Buddhism in China

September 19: MUSEUM WRITING ASSIGNMENT DUE!



Reading: Thorp & Vinograd Chinese Art & Culture,


Ch 5 “Age of the Dharma: The Period of Division” pp. 150-183
September 21: Possible E-Reserve reading: TBA
September 23: No reading assignment
Week 6: Focus on Chinese painting


September 26: Wish me a happy birthday!!



Reading: Thorp & Vinograd Chinese Art & Culture,


Ch 6 “A New Imperial State: Sui and Tang” pp. 184-223
September 28: E-Reserve Reading: Wu Hung, The Double Screen, “The Screen with Women’s Images,” pp. 84-102.

September 30: No reading assignment
Week 7: Focus on Chinese painting

October 3: Reading: Thorp & Vinograd Chinese Art & Culture,


Ch 7 “Technologies and Culture of the Song” pp. 224-277

October 5: No reading assignment

October 7: No reading assignment
Week 8: Focus on Chinese Painting/Mid-term 

October 10: E-Reserve Reading: Wen C. Fong and James C. Y. Watt, Possessing the Past, “Monumental Landscape Painting” pp. 120-137
October 12: Review for Mid-Term Exam

October 14: Mid-Term Exam!!
Week 9: Yuan & Ming/Garden Culture 

October 17: Reading: Thorp & Vinograd Chinese Art & Culture,

Ch 8 “Official, Personal, and Urban Arts of the Yuan to Middle Ming” 

pp. 278-315
October 19: E-Reserve Reading: Craig Clunas, Fruitful Sights: Garden Culture in Ming Dynasty China, “Suzhou in the later Ming,” “Plants, Rocks and Luxuries,” & “Access and Reclusion” pp. 68-76 & 91-103
October 21: Research Paper Topics Due!!



No reading assignment

Week 10: Ming & Qing/Chinoiserie 

October 24: Reading: Thorp & Vinograd Chinese Art & Culture,

Ch 9 “Art Systems and Circulations: Late Ming to Middle Qing” 

pp. 316-365
October 26: Possible E-reserve Reading: TBA 
October 28: No reading assignment
Week 11: Communist Art

October 31: E-Reserve Reading: Julia Andrews, Painters and Politics in the People's Republic of China 1949- 1979, “The Cultural Revolution” 

pp. 314-376

November 2: No reading assignment

November 4: No reading assignment
Week 12: Contemporary Art

November 7: E-Reserve Reading: Wu Hung, Transience, “Introduction” & Part I “Demystification” pp. 12-65
November 9: No reading assignment

November 11: No reading assignment
Week 13: Contemporary Art

November 14: E-reserve Reading: Wu Hung, Transience, Part II Ruins, “Rotten Red,” “Speaking the Unspeakable,” & “Sealed Memory,” pp. 80-87, 102-107, & 120-126. Part III Transience, “Surface,” “State of Being,” “Translucency,” & “Invisibility,” pp. 128-141, 155-159 & 

168-174. 


November 16: No reading assignment

November 18: Final Papers Due by the start of class!! 

Late papers will not be accepted. 


No Reading Assignment

Week 14: It’s Show Time!


November 21: Class Research Paper Presentations




Session I 


November 23: Class Research Paper Presentations




Session II 


November 25: No Class- Thanksgiving Holiday
Week 15: It’s Show Time!/Final exam


November 28: Class Research Paper Presentations




Session III 


November 30: Review for Final Exam
December 2: Final Exam!!
Week 16: Finals Week

Yea, we’re already done!! Good luck with your classes!!
