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AMERICAN ARTISTS AND THEIR PERSONAL IDENTITIES: CLASS, ETHNICITY, GENDER, NATIONALITY, RACE, AND RELIGION

AH 460





David M. Sokol

Monday, 6:00 - 9:00

303 HH

This seminar explores the way individual American artists have explored their personal identities through their work and their writings. 

We will concentrate on the six primary forms of identity:

Class

Gender and Sexuality

Ethnicity




Race

Nationality

Religion

Both writings by the artists and secondary and critical sources will provide the backdrop for our exploration of how artists have worked these issues into their art over the past couple of centuries. The semester will be divided into roughly equal parts, with investigation of each of these forms of identity as the subject of one of those parts.  The work of artists in all visual arts media are open to examination.

The instructor will provide a packet of readings that cover the basic issues and will also include examples of writing by or about specific artists who have explored their identities in their art, but each student will bring her/his choice of readings to the class.  

Rather than writing a typical seminar paper, each student will prepare a brief oral and written presentation on the work of a single artist in at least three of the six sections of the course.

